S O U T H  W O O T T O N  P A R I S H  C O U N C I L

Minutes of an Assets Committee Meeting held at 7pm on 
Wednesday, 20th September 2017 in the Parish Council Meeting Room.  
1. Present:  Mr M Narborough (Chairman), Mr D Price, Mr H Hofmeister, Mrs D Gotts, Mr R Williamson, Mr J Smallwood, Mrs T Cornwell (Clerk) and Mrs M Kirby (Assistant Clerk).  
Public:  Mrs Lidgard, Mr Price and Mr Wingfield (Allotment Tenants)

   Mrs Claire Johnston (South Wootton Events Committee)

   Mr & Mrs Irwin and Mr & Mrs Colman (Residents)

   Apologies:  Mrs M Albinson, Mr S Scales and Mrs T Banks
2.  To confirm the Minutes of the last Meeting held on 7th June 2017:  Mr Price proposed that the minutes were a correct record of the meeting; this was seconded by Mr Hofmeister, with all members in favour they were signed by the Chairman.    
3.  To record declarations of any Interests, personal or prejudicial: Mr Smallwood declared an interest as he is an Allotment Tenant.
4.  To receive questions from the Public:  Mr Narborough welcomed the members of the public to the meeting and explained that Mrs Lidgard, Mr Price and Mr Wingfield were present as they are Allotment Tenants.

He explained that Mrs Johnston, Mr and Mrs Irwin and Mr and Mrs Colman were present regarding the recent Beer Festival held on the Green.

Mr Narborough said that he would like to discuss issues relating to the Allotments first. 

5.  To discuss matters in relation to:

Allotments:  

Update – New Car Park: Mr Narborough was pleased to report that works on the new Car Park had taken place; he said that it is well used and no complaints had been received.

He stated that in addition to the new Car Park, the existing main Car Park had also been repaired.

Quote for left hand Driveway: Mr Narborough spoke regarding the left hand driveway and said that this was in need of repair.
He referred to the circulated quote from Mr Heaton for £250.00 and explained that this was to fill any dips/holes with type 1 stone and compact.

Mr Williamson proposed that the Parish Council should ask Mr Heaton to carry out the works at a cost of £250.00; this was seconded by Mrs Gotts with all members in favour.
ASDA Boundary Hedge: Mr Narborough stated that he had been to look at the ASDA Boundary hedge and felt that it was ok for now although felt that it should be cut before the springtime.

Mrs Cornwell stated that she would make a diary note to contact Julie at ASDA to request that the hedge is trimmed in February 2018, prior to the nesting season.
Questions from Allotment Tenants:  Mr Narborough asked the Allotment Tenants if they had any questions.
Mr Price commented about the left hand driveway and said that the main cause of the problem was that some tenants were using soil to fill in the dips.

He stated that this had proven to have an adverse effect as when vehicles drive along the driveway the soil is pushed up, thus creating a bank of soil and a deeper dip.

Mr Narborough stated that the works to be carried out by Mr Heaton would alleviate the problem. 

Mr Price asked that the Parish Council also considers improvements to the driveway along the side of ASDA; he said that a drag plough may be a cheaper option to level that side.

Mr Narborough stated that he would keep the suggestion in mind.
Mrs Lidgard stated that she is an Allotment Tenant and commented that she enjoys spending time at the Allotments and has no problems to report.

She thanked Mrs Cornwell and Mrs Kirby for always being happy and helpful.

Mrs Lidgard left the meeting.

The Green and Open Spaces:

Round Table Beer Festival:  Mr Narborough stated that the Round Table Beer Festival held over the August Bank Holiday weekend had been a great success in one way and had raised a lot of money for a good cause, Tapping House, however acknowledged that it had also posed a number of problems which is why Mrs Johnston and a number of residents had written to the Parish Council and were in attendance at the evenings meeting.
Mr Narborough confirmed that the Parish Council had received five official complaints regarding the high volume of noise at the event.

Mr Narborough asked Mrs Claire Johnston to introduce herself.

= Mrs Johnston explained that she is part of the South Wootton Events Committee and the founder of the South Wootton Fete; she said that she is extremely passionate about the Fete and has invested £1,000’s of her own money into the venture.

Mrs Johnston explained that last year she had been approached by the Round Table as they know that she is an Events Organiser and said that she is an expert with event knowledge.
Sadly, Mrs Johnston explained that as the event drew nearer, members of the Round Table went in a different direction. She said that an Event Plan should have been followed.

She stated that the same Event Plan established by the Borough Council covers events for 500 people or 50,000 people and ensures that policies are followed in the event of lost children, a fire, acts of terrorism etc...

Mrs Johnston explained that a number of contentious issues had arisen and it soon became apparent that there were problems prior to the event which became worse on the day.
Mrs Johnston stated that the South Wootton Events main objective is to make money, to protect the Fete for the future. 

Mrs Johnston went on to say that she would like to adapt the future South Wootton Fete, so that it lasts a couple of hours longer and finishes at about 7.00pm or 8.00pm.

A discussion took place regarding licensing at the Beer Festival, Mrs Johnston stated that Matt Barton had applied for and was granted a Temporary Events License for the sale of alcohol, however following the event the Borough Council had felt that the music was the priority.

It was said that the event had been planned and it was not realised a new licence to cover music was required.

Comment was made that members of the Round Table had ignored the Event Plan and problems had arisen with disabled visitors and some families had been refused entry and had to sit outside the fenced area.

Mr Smallwood spoke regarding two issues and said that the Event should not have been fenced in and said that residents should not have been blocked from using the Green. 

It was said that Section 12 of the Inclosure Act 1857 makes it a criminal offence to undertake any act which interrupts the use or enjoyment of a Green as a place of exercise and recreation, e.g. fencing a Green so as to prevent access.

Mrs Gotts confirmed that there had been no objections to the South Wootton Fete held in June, and felt that the Assets Committee should be focusing on the letters of complaint which had been received regarding the Beer Festival, the noise, the litter and the damage to the Swan Public House.
= Mr Irwin stood to explain that he lives at 23 Nursery Lane and stated that due to the high level of noise / music he could not hold a conversation or listen to the Television.

He was disappointed that as an immediate neighbour to the event, he had not received any prior notice that loud music would be playing for the duration of the event.

Mr Irwin explained that at 8.44pm on the Saturday evening he had telephoned the Police, to file a complaint and was informed that a licence had been granted until 11.00pm.

He stated that the Temporary Events Licence was illegal as it did not cover the music.

In addition it was said that paying an entrance fee was not right.

Mr Irwin confirmed that he and his wife are not against the South Wootton Fete.

= Mr Colman explained that whilst he lives near to Mr Irwin at Nursery Lane, he confirmed that he was unaware that he too had contacted the Parish Council and said that he had written independently.
Mr Colman said that in his younger days, he had been a DJ and loves loud music from the various decades, however stated that the music levels at the event, 9 hours per day over a two day period had forced him and his wife to leave their home.

It was said that the music seemed to go up and up and the DJ was constantly shouting over the top of it.

Mr Price said that following receipt of the letters of complaint he had contacted each of the residents via telephone to apologise on behalf of the Parish Council.

Mr Price went on to formally apologise to each of the residents and said that when the Parish Council was approached regarding the event, they were told it was a Beer Festival. He said that the Parish Council had been negligent to have not asked the right questions.
Mrs Colman asked if a Beer Festival is an appropriate event to hold on the Village Green.

Mr Price stated that the Parish Council will have to be careful as to what is allowed should requests be received for future events on the Green.

Each of the residents confirmed that they are in support of the South Wootton Events Village Fete.

Mr Narborough added that people attending the Beer Festival had behaved and that the Green had been cleaned perfectly.

Mr Irwin stated that some people attending the Beer Festival had broken through the fences and had taken their own alcohol on to the site. 

Mr Narborough confirmed that the Parish Council would discuss the matter again and that a decision regarding a future Beer Festival would be made within the next two weeks.

Mrs Johnston added that during and after the Beer Festival Event, she had felt flat and sick to see what had happened.

Mrs Johnston wished to formally apologise on behalf of the South Wootton Events Committee for what had happened, she stated that the Green is the “Gem of the Village” and that the neighbours should have been respected.

Mr Colman spoke regarding respect and agreed that this had certainly been missing.

Mrs Johnston said that along with other issues, respect of the neighbours is included within the Event Management Plan, which parts of were sadly ignored.

Mr Narborough said that the Swan Public House also holds various events throughout the year. He said that these events at times result in a lot of noise.
Mr Narborough agreed that a lesson had been learnt.

Mr Smallwood stated that the Parish Council had fallen short and had not evolved a Policy to protect its residents.

Mr Smallwood stated that the Policy Committee will next meet in February 2018, when limits on the use of the Green will need to be generated.

Mr Price assured the residents that the Parish Council will debate the matter seriously and confirmed that Mr and Mrs Irwin and Mr and Mrs Colman would be kept informed.

After further brief discussion, Mrs Johnston confirmed that she follows the policy of “plan, do, review”, she said that following the Christmas Event, although it was lovely, the weather had been miserable and money had been lost, she said that it had been decided that the Christmas Event would not be held again this year.

At that point Mrs Johnston handed a cheque for £500 to the Parish Council as a thank you for using the Green.

Mr Narborough thanked Mrs Johnston and the South Wootton Events Committee on behalf of the Assets Committee and the full Parish Council for their generous donation.

Members stated that the Round Table had attended the last Parish Council meeting held on the 12th September 2017, it was said that they would like to host another Beer Festival on the Green next year.
Mr Narborough stated that the discussions had gone well and everyone had had the opportunity to air their thoughts.

Mr Narborough thanked Mrs Johnston, Mr and Mrs Irwin and Mr and Mrs Colman for attending the meeting and along with the remaining Allotment Tenants they left the meeting.

Members spoke briefly about the evening’s discussions and said that a decision should be made by the Assets Committee which would then be put forward to the full Parish Council meeting on 10th October 2018.
Mr Price stated that he felt strongly about the matter and proposed that the Parish Council should not allow the Round Table to hold another Beer Festival on the Green, this was seconded by Mr Hofmeister and unanimously agreed. 
The Assets Committee also proposed that the Policy Committee should discuss the Conditions of use of the Green at their meeting in February 2018.
In addition, Mr Price proposed that the Parish Council should allow the South Wootton Events Committee to host another Fete in 2018 on the dates proposed; this was seconded by Mr Hofmeister with all members in favour.

Mr Narborough agreed to meet with Mrs Johnston to discuss what she has planned for future events. It was also suggested that Mrs Johnston may wish to provide updates periodically at the Parish Council meetings.

Round Table / South Wootton Events Donation Allocation:  Mrs Cornwell confirmed that two donations of £500.00 each have now been kindly presented to the Parish Council, one from the Round Table and the other from the South Wootton Events Committee.

She felt that it would be a good time to discuss how the money may be allocated.

After discussion, members felt that perhaps two Picnic tables could be purchased for siting on the Green.

Mr Price referred to the DEFRA Guidance notes regarding management and protection of registered town and village greens and stated that permission could be granted for Picnic tables as these would enable “better enjoyment of the Green”.

Mr Price proposed in principle that two Picnic benches should be purchased with the donation monies, with the location of siting selected with due care, this was seconded by Mr Hofmeister with all members in favour. 
Bench Donation on the Village Green (Mr & Mrs Alexander): Mr Narborough referred to the circulated email request from Mr and Mrs Alexander to donate a new bench for the Green. 
It was said that Mr and Mrs Alexander have requested that the bench sits opposite the Swan Pub, with a view facing the Pond.

After discussion, Mr Narborough proposed that the Parish Council should allow Mr and Mrs Alexander to purchase a new bench for the Green; this was seconded by Mr Price with all members in favour.

It was said that a suitable location is yet to be decided. 
Update – Notice boards:  Mrs Cornwell confirmed that the new Notice Boards have been received and said that they would be installed by Mr McIntyre of BMAC Garden Services in the next week or so.
Request for Litter Bin – Deas Road Bus Shelter:  Mrs Cornwell explained that she thought a litter bin should be installed at the new Deas Road Bus Shelter. She confirmed that unlike other Bus Shelters in the Parish there is no litter bins close by.
Mr Hofmeister proposed that the Parish Council should purchase a litter bin for the Deas Road Bus Shelter; this was seconded by Mr Narborough with all members in favour.
Willow Tree – Tree Works:  Mrs Cornwell confirmed that further works to remove a rotten limb on the Willow Tree near to Low Road has been planned for Saturday 23rd September 2017.
She stated that Mr Peter Bourner had managed to source a hoist to assist with the job, therefore saving the Parish Council a considerable amount of money.

Village Hall:  
Request for a Defibrillator: Mr Narborough referred to the circulated request received from Dr Tasker to site a Community Defibrillator on the Village Hall external wall.

It was said that the request had come in as a result of consulting with residents regarding how Community Infrastructure Levy money can be spent within the Parish.
Members acknowledged that the purchase of a Defibrillator had been discussed in the past.

After brief discussion, Mr Hofmeister proposed in principle that the Parish Council should purchase a Defibrillator out of the Community Infrastructure Levy money, to be sited on the external wall of the Village Hall; this was seconded by Mrs Gotts with all members in favour.
Update – Replacement Trees: Mr Narborough spoke regarding the three Replacement Mountain Ash trees for the Village Hall Car Park.
He stated that two quotes had been obtained for three x Sorbus aucuparia (3 metre tall) trees.
The first quote was from Barcham Trees for £297.00 + VAT; this price includes delivery and 6 x stakes and ties.

The second quote received was from Belford’s Nursery for £405.00 total.

Mr Narborough proposed that the Parish Council should purchase the three replacement Mountain Ash trees from Barcham Trees at a cost of £297.00 + VAT; this was seconded by Mr Price with all members in favour.
It was said that Mr Hankinson, Mr Mills and Mr Price had kindly offered to plant the trees with the necessary compost / bone meal feed.
Possible Extension: No update
Village Hall Door: Mr Narborough confirmed that the new front door to the Village Hall has been fitted and several favourable comments have been received.
Cemetery:
Request for a Memorial Bench – Mrs Barwell: Mr Narborough referred to the circulated request for a new Memorial bench to be sited within the Cemetery. 

Mrs Cornwell explained that she and Mrs Kirby had been to look in the Cemetery and found that there was one space left for an additional bench.

After discussion, Mr Williamson proposed that the Parish Council should allow the family of Mrs Barwell to purchase a Memorial Bench to be placed in the Cemetery in memory of Mrs Barwell; this was seconded by Mr Narborough with all members in favour.

Relocation of Cemetery Tap / Splash Back – Update:  Mrs Cornwell explained that following a day’s labour extensive searching for the water source, D & E Builders had been unable to locate the necessary pipes to relocate the Cemetery Tap.

She stated that D & E Builders have supplied a revised quote to relocate the Cemetery Tap by taking the water supply from the stopcock under the Parish Office kitchen sink.

She stated that the quote of £600 +VAT includes the work already carried out.

After discussion, Mr Hofmeister proposed that the Parish Council should ask D & E Builders to proceed with the relocation of the Cemetery Tap by linking up with the stopcock under the Parish Office kitchen sink; this was seconded by Mr Price with all members in favour. 
Parish Office: 

Possible Extension: No update
Bat Survey: Mrs Kirby informed members that once again permission had been given to Dr Philippa Noon to carry out recordings to be fed into the long-term County-wide research project by the Norfolk Bat Survey (British Trust for Ornithology). 
She stated that the recording kit / bat detector was deployed on the evening of 29th August 2017, in the meadow at the rear of the Parish Office.

Dr Noon had reported briefly that the detector has captured some recordings although the weather had turned for the worse later on. 
Mrs Kirby confirmed that a copy of the report will be forwarded to the Parish Council once the data had been analysed by the experts at the BTO.

Wootton Park: 

Update: Mrs Cornwell confirmed that the next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday 26th September 2017.

Mrs Kirby said that a fund raising “Quiz Night” has been planned for this Friday, 22nd September 2017, in the Village Hall at 7.30 pm.
SWiB:  
Update:  Mrs Gotts informed members that the Anglia in Bloom Awards had taken place at Gorleston on Thursday 14th September 2017 and the Parish had been awarded a Silver Gilt.

Mrs Gotts stated that the SWiB team had been disappointed with the award as they had hoped for Gold this time around.

Mrs Gotts said that she would be attending the judge’s feedback session on 9th November 2017.

Mrs Gotts confirmed that the SWiB team has been busy planting bulbs and winter bedding plants.

Comment was made that the Roadside beds at Grimston Road and Low Road would not be planted up this time, as it is hoped that the signs will be replaced as they are in a poor condition and rusty.

Mrs Cornwell stated that she had recently contacted Norfolk County Council regarding the replacement of these road signs and she had been informed that they do not currently meet their intervention levels.

After further brief discussion, Mrs Cornwell wished to thank the South Wootton in Bloom Team on behalf of the Parish Council for all the hard work they do in the Parish.

There being no other business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.35pm.

6. Next meeting: To be held on Wednesday 6th December 2017 at 7pm in the Parish Office Meeting Room.

6th December 2017




                Chairman                                                                                                          
