S O U T H  W O O T T O N  P A R I S H  C O U N C I L
Minutes of a Meeting held at 7pm on Tuesday, 12th April 2016 

In the Parish Council Meeting Room, Church Lane, South Wootton
1. PRESENT: Mr D Price, Mr I Jordan, Mr D Steward-Brown, Mr H Hofmeister, Mr J Smallwood, Mr M Narborough, Rev D Tate, Mrs T Banks, Mr A Evans, Mrs D Gotts, Mr R Williamson, Mr K Reynolds, Mr S Scales, and Mrs M Kirby (Assistant Clerk). 
Borough Councillor Mr N Daubney and County Councillor Mr J Law

APOLOGIES: Mrs M Albinson, Mr P Bland, Borough Councillor Mrs E Nockolds and Mrs T L Cornwell (Parish Clerk)
2. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING: – 8th March 2016, these were proposed as a correct record by Mr Price, seconded by Mr Narborough, with one abstention all other members were in favour and they were signed by the Chairman.

Rev Tate referred to page 149 of the minutes and asked if there was an update regarding the Gas Leak at Castle Rising Road/Grimston Road.

It was said that correspondence had been received from Mr Simon Turner at Norfolk County Council who had confirmed that the matter is in hand and work is still going on to try and locate the leak.

After discussion members felt that the matter should be chased up again at a higher level. It was said that the length of time this had been going on for was unacceptable.
3. DECLARATION OF INTERESTS: – Mrs Banks and Mr Smallwood both declared an interest as they are both Allotment Tenants.
4. QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC: – None present 
5. REPORTS FROM THE BOROUGH AND COUNTY COUNCILLORS: 

Borough Councilor Nockolds: No Report 

Borough Councilor Daubney said that he is still having a busy time with the subject of devolution. He was unsure where the matter was heading as all leaders of Councils in Norfolk, Peterborough, Suffolk and Cambridge (except Cambridge City Council) had been in favour of a combined leader to make decisions.
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He said that the Public and Councils unhappiness is that the Government insists that if devolution happens it must do so under an elected Mayor, and people are a bit skeptical of how things will work.

Cllr Daubney said that all leaders would be meeting again tomorrow, 13th April 2016.

Cllr Daubney said that he would no longer be supporting devolution; he said that whilst he did not want to turn away devolved powers, he did not think there would be enough money and the matter had been done in a rush. He commented that he is only one Councilor of 62 in West Norfolk.

Mrs Banks asked whether the public will have a chance to comment.

Cllr Daubney stated that polls carried out in Newspapers indicate that the Public is against devolution.

County Councillor Law acknowledged that there had been a lively debate at the County Council and said that one question had not been answered.

He said that the question was whether a referendum would be held asking if people would want a Mayor or not.

It was confirmed that the Government says that if you go with devolution you will have to have an elected Mayor.

Cllr Law stated that Bill Borrett, the leader of the County Council had said that there is no document which states that you have to have a Mayor and that in 2007 it was said that you do not need to hold a referendum to appoint a Mayor. 

Cllr Daubney commented that the Borough Council will have to find better ways to deliver services.

Rev Tate was concerned that the Government would like to get rid of some services to third parties and not pay for them.

Comment was made that if Councils are not included in the first tranche, they could do worse along the line.

Cllr Daubney said that the idea had started with optimism, it was felt that things could work well, it was said that it had mainly gone wrong because Europeans will not give money to Local Enterprise Partnerships.
Cllr Daubney said that there had been a lot of press on the issue.
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Cllr Daubney spoke regarding the importance of supporting new Doctor’s Surgeries to attract better staff and doctors.

Mr Price commented regarding the South Wootton Neighbourhood Plan and said that it states that we need a new Health Centre.

He confirmed that the Parish Council has written a letter to the manager of the St James Medical Practice offering the Parish Council’s support of the relocation to Kilham’s Way.

Mr Price informed members that a NHS meeting has been arranged at Knight’s Hill on 20th April 2016 to allow discussions with the developers.

Cllr Daubney spoke regarding the Citizens Advice Bureau and offered reassurance that the Borough Council has a fund to help run this service.

Mrs Banks declared an interest as she works for the Citizens Advice Bureau.

Cllr Daubney stated that he recognises the importance of this service, however costs of premises and managers needs to be looked at. He added that the Borough Council is about the last Council to still finance the Citizens Advice Bureau.

County Councillor Law stated that he had recently met with Mr Kerkham a local resident at the Oak Avenue/ Castle Rising Road junction.
He confirmed that standing at the junction it is clear that it does not work, although said on paper it should.

Cllr Law provided an explanation of the works carried out and indicated that it had cost approximately £7,000 to rectify the initial problem.

He felt that the underlying problem is that the Zebra crossing was put in the wrong place; he said that an audit was carried out and it found that the junction did not work.

Cllr Law stated that the Zebra Crossing had come in under the budget of £70,000 (£56,000 for the initial installation plus £7,000 to rectify the problems).

It was said that the next audit may pick up the problems.
Cllr Law said that he would look in to the matter further and contact Karl Rands the Area Manger of NCC Highways.
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6. REPORTS FROM THE COMMITTEES:

Assets – Quote from CGM Ltd: Mr Narborough referred to the last meeting and the proposal to obtain quotes from CGM Ltd to carry out various grass cutting, strimming and hedge cutting within the Parish.
He referred to the circulated quote and explained that he and Mrs Cornwell had looked through it and recommended some reductions to the frequencies.
Comment was made that the frequencies and quote was different to what had initially been suggested.

Members felt that a new quote should be obtained for the reduced number of cuts, it was said that we should be very specific and include the time of year that the work should be carried out.

Mr Narborough stated that he would liaise with Mrs Cornwell to obtain a new quote. 

Rev Tate proposed that if the new quote comes in beneath £1,000 and Mr Price, Mr Jordan and Mr Narborough agree, the Parish Council should ask CGM Ltd to carry out the work, this was seconded by Mr Williamson with one abstention, all other members were in favour. 
Quote from Garden Matters- Litter Bin: Mr Narborough informed members that a quote had been received from Garden Matters for £150.00 to install the new Litter Bin at The Pond.

Mr Hofmeister stated that when the original request for an additional Litter Bin at The Pond had been made he had offered to erect it at no charge.

Members thanked Mr Hofmeister for his kind offer to erect the Litter Bin and this was agreed.

Village Hall and Parish Office Gutters: Mr Narborough informed members that Garden Matters had also provided a quote of £75.00 to clear out the gutters at the Village Hall and Parish Office.

After brief discussion, Mr Narborough proposed that the Parish Council should ask Garden Matters to clear out the gutters at the Village Hall and the Parish Office at a cost of £75.00; this was seconded by Mr Jordan with all members in favour.
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Mr Narborough stated that he had two other quotes kindly provided by Garden Matters which concerned Wootton Park, it was said that these would be raised and discussed at the next Wootton Park meeting. 
Finance – Mr Jordan confirmed that a meeting had been held on 6th April 2016 when the end of year accounts had been discussed (Minutes circulated).
He referred to the circulated Summary Sheet and stated that the figure at the bottom needed to be reduced by £7,488.94 (VAT Refund) as this is not a running cost.
He explained that this adjustment means that the Parish Council has exceeded its annual budget by £809.05.

Members said that they were happy that lots of things had been done within the Parish, and if the Parish Council had only overspent by £809.05 it had done very well.

Mr Jordan confirmed that no funds had been withdrawn from the reserves.

Mr Jordan proposed that the Finances are a correct record of the end of year accounts; this was seconded by Mr Narborough with all members in favour.
Statement to Annual Meeting:  Mr Jordan explained that the Statement to Annual Meeting had been prepared from the detailed Monitoring Sheets and showed the total spend to 31st March 2016.  
Mr Jordan proposed that the amended Statement to Annual Meeting 2016 should be distributed to residents at the Parish Assembly; this was seconded by Mr Price with all members in favour.

Bank Statements and Bank Reconciliation:  Mr Price informed members that he had met with Mrs Cornwell at the Parish Office to check the Bank Statements and Bank Reconciliation.

He confirmed that Mrs Cornwell had provided him with the Bank Statements and explained the Bank Balance, the total of Unpresented Cheques and the Balance of the Current Account and Treasury Deposit Account.  These amounts altogether corresponded with the amounts in the Cashbook.

Mr Price stated that he was happy that these balanced and he initialled the Bank Statement. 
-164-

It was confirmed that Mr Jordan the Chairman of the Finance Committee would also initial the Bank Statement.

Planning – 9 Acre Field: Mr Evans confirmed that everything was as per the circulated minutes and stated that Mr Smith from Hopkins Homes had attended the meeting on 14th March 2016 to discuss the possible development of the 9 acre field at Nursery Lane.

Mr Evans said that members had felt that a public exhibition would be beneficial for residents to attend. 

After discussion, Mr Evans proposed that Hopkins Homes should be asked to hold a public exhibition; this was seconded by Mr Reynolds with all members in favour.
(Clerk’s Note: South Wootton Village Hall has provisionally been booked for Wednesday 25th May – late afternoon to early evening for the Exhibition. This will be confirmed at a later date).
Rev Tate asked if the Parish Council is still in support of the possible development.
Mr Price confirmed that in principle the Parish Council is still in favour of the development and said that the Parish Council has engaged a solicitor to deal with the legal aspects of the land being gifted to the Parish Council in perpetuity.

Mr Price spoke regarding a request from Mr Allberry, the landowner, asking if the Parish Council will send a formal letter of support of the application to the Borough Council.  

Mr Price did not think that it was appropriate for the Parish Council to send a formal letter of support and felt that support to the application should be provided in the normal manner.

Mrs Banks raised concerns regarding the proposed density of 30 dwellings per hectare.

Mr Price said that the Parish Council would pursue the question of density.

Members discussed fully Mr Allberry’s request, it was said that the Parish Council has previously expressed its support in principle to the application.

Mr Price proposed that the Parish Council should follow the normal practice regarding Planning Applications; this was seconded by Mr Narborough with all members in favour.
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16/00072/F - Pleasant Holme, 3 The Green, South Wootton: Mr Evans referred to the minutes of 11th April 2016 and the grant of Planning Permission for Pleasant Holme. 

He explained that concerns had been raised regarding the use and possible damage which may be caused by heavy vehicles crossing The Green.

Mr Jordan pointed out that The Green has been registered as a Green and is governed by Bylaws. He stated that the Parish Council has allowed exceptions to the Bylaws to allow the Refuse Lorry, residents and the Emergency services to use the crossing.

Members agreed that a letter should be sent to the residents to inform them that the Bylaws exist.

After discussion, members agreed that Mr Jordan should write a letter to the residents on behalf of the Parish Council to inform them of the Bylaws  and that any damage to The Green or the underground Services caused by the development of the property will need to be repaired to the satisfaction of the Parish Council and/or Utility Companies, at the property owner’s expense, this was seconded by Mrs Banks with all members in favour.
Site Allocations and Development Management Policies Enquiry and Norfolk Housing & Economic Land Availability Assessment (HELAA) Methodology: Mr Evans referred to the minutes and proposed that the Parish Council should ask Mr James Alflatt at Bidwell’s to produce a response on behalf of the Parish Council regarding the Main Modifications document consultation and the Norfolk Housing & Economic Land Availability Assessment (HELAA) Methodology; this was seconded by Mr Price with all members in favour.

Community Infrastructure Levy Consultation: Mr Price confirmed that the Borough Council has given its support to developing the Community Infrastructure Levy. Mr Smallwood proposed that the Parish Council should ask Mr James Alflatt at Bidwell’s to produce a response on behalf of the Parish Council regarding the Community Infrastructure Levy consultation; this was seconded by Mr Evans with all members in favour.

Inspectors Report due out in June 2016: Mr Price confirmed that the Inspectors Report would be out in June 2016. He said that as he had attended and spoken previously on behalf of the Parish Council, the Parish Council is able to make comment on the Report. 
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After discussion, Mr Price proposed that the Parish Council should ask Mr James Alflatt at Bidwell’s to produce a response on behalf of the Parish Council regarding the Inspector’s Report; this was seconded by Mr Smallwood with all members in favour.

Request from Lockhart Garratt to carry out Great Crested Newt Surveys: Mr Evans spoke regarding the letter which had been received from Lockhart Garratt seeking permission from the Parish Council to allow them to conduct great crested newt surveys on some areas of Parish Council land.

Members were concerned that the request had been instructed by Larkfleet Homes in relation to a site for approximately 500 units on the western side of South Wootton.

Members discussed the request and felt that the Parish Council should seek further clarification from Lockhart Garratt prior to them being allowed to conduct great crested newt surveys. It was said that a Parish Council volunteer may wish to go along for verification purposes.
(Clerk’s Note: Mrs Cornwell spoke to Samantha Hodgson of Lockhart Garratt who explained who she was working for and what would be happening. (James Alflatt from Bidwell’s also confirmed they are a very large reputable company). Mrs Cornwell went down to the Village Pond to view the survey and to introduce herself; Lockhart Garratt will stay in touch).
Policy - Mr Smallwood confirmed that no meeting had been held. 
7. REPORTS FROM OTHER COMMITTEES:

Infant School – No Report
Junior School – No Report
Wootton Park – Mrs Gotts reported that on the weekend of 9th and 10th April 2016, Mr Will Border had arranged for a party of teenage pupils from the College of West Anglia to carry out ditch clearance work at Wootton Park.
Mr Price congratulated Mr Border on the successful manner in which the ditch clearance had taken place.
South Wootton in Bloom – Mrs Gotts informed members that helpers and volunteers had carried out a lot of clearance work and planting in the Sensory Garden.

She said that the work had been very successful.

-167-
Mr Price reported that whilst carrying out the planting, some slabs had been found just beneath the surface, he said that he had informed Jonathan Dossetor regarding the situation who has arranged for a local builder, Mr Dave Farr to remove them.

Mr Jordan commented that a faculty may be required to carry out the work and suggested that this should be looked into.

Mrs Gotts confirmed that a budget of £150 had been allowed for the work and explained that South Wootton in Bloom has paid £70 already for all the plants purchased so far.

Mrs Gotts suggested that the Church may be willing to assist with further costs of approximately £100.

Mr Price suggested that if the work runs over budget perhaps the Parish Council may be prepared to pay for the shortfall as it is responsible for the Churchyard.

Members felt that the matter should be discussed at a later date.  
Mrs Gotts confirmed that the wildflower strips have been seeded.

Finally, it was reported that Open Gardens would hopefully be taking place on 18th June 2016; Mrs Gotts said that this event is an essential source of fundraising.

Mrs Kirby thanked all the volunteers who had given up their time to help with the Sensory Garden.
8. CORRESPONDENCE: – As per circulated list, plus:-
Anglian Water

Pollution Watch




   Info
CPRE



Fieldwork Spring News
 


       “
CPRE



Countryside Voice Magazine


       “

NCC



Changes to pay as you throw charges

       “

NCC



Road Closure Order – The Green Fete

       “

Elizabeth Nockolds

New Debt Counselling Service – 





Church in the Woottons



       “
Peacock Letter: Mr Price referred to the circulated Peacock letter and explained that it had been produced for sending to residents of the Oak Avenue area.

It was said that free roaming Peacocks have caused damage to cars and property. He asked if anyone had any amendments to make. 
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With minor amendments, Mr Price proposed that the Peacock letter should be sent to residents living in the Oak Avenue area, this was seconded by Mr Hofmeister with all members in favour.
9. ACCOUNTS: –Agreed, as per circulated list. 
Bank balances as at 31.3.2016
Community Account
      

     
  18,066.86
Step saver a/c
                 
      
           0.00
Treasury Deposit                                                                    135,000.00
Total                                                                                      £153,066.86
10. TO DISCUSS CONFIDENTIAL MATTERS:  - None
There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.55pm.

11. NEXT MEETING: 7.00pm on Tuesday, 10th May 2016, in the Parish Council Meeting Room, South Wootton.
10th May 2016                                                                                Chairman
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