S O U T H  W O O T T O N  P A R I S H  C O U N C I L
Minutes of a Meeting held at 7pm on Tuesday, 12th May 2015 

In the Parish Council Meeting Room, Church Lane, South Wootton
Mr Price welcomed the two new Parish Councillors; Mr Reynolds and Mr Scales to the Parish Council meeting. 

1. TO ELECT A CHAIRMAN AND VICE CHAIRMAN FOR THE ENSUING YEAR AND SIGN DECLARATIONS:

Mr Jordan asked members for nominations for a Chairman for the ensuing year. Mr Jordan proposed that Mr David Price continue in his role as Chairman of the Parish Council, this was seconded by Mrs Gotts, there being no other nominations this was unanimously agreed.  

Mr Price thanked the other Councillors and asked for nominations for the role of Vice Chairman. Mr Narborough proposed that Mr Ivan Jordan continue in his role as Vice Chairman, there being no other nominations this was seconded by Rev Tate and unanimously agreed. The Declarations of Acceptance of Office were signed.
2. PRESENT: Mr D Price (Chairman), Mr I Jordan, Mrs D Gotts, Mr J Smallwood, Mrs T Banks, Mr B Clapham, Mr M Narborough, Mr R Williamson, Mrs M Albinson, Rev D Tate, Mr H Hofmeister, Mr K Reynolds, Mr S Scales and Mrs M Kirby (Assistant Clerk).  
APOLOGIES: Mr D Steward-Brown, Mr A Evans, Borough Councillors, Mr N Daubney and Mrs E Nockolds, County Councillor Mr J Law and Mrs T L Cornwell (Parish Clerk)
3. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING: – 14th April 2015, these were proposed as a correct record by Mr Narborough, seconded by Mr Clapham, with two abstentions all other members were in favour and they were signed by the Chairman.

4. DECLARATION OF INTERESTS: – Mr Smallwood, Mrs Banks and Mr Reynolds declared an Interest as they are all Allotment Tenants.
Mr Smallwood and Mrs Albinson stated that they had an Interest as they both stand on the Parochial Church Council.
Rev Tate stated that he also had an Interest as he is involved with St Mary’s Church.
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5. QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC: – None present.
6. REPORTS FROM THE BOROUGH AND COUNTY COUNCILLORS: 

County Councillor Law: No Report.
Borough Councillor Daubney: No Report.
Borough Councillor Nockolds: No Report. 
7. REPORTS FROM THE COMMITTEES:

Assets – Mr Narborough informed members that the next Assets Committee meeting would be held on 3rd June 2015.
Finance – Mr Jordan informed members that the next Finance Committee meeting would be held in July 2015. 
Planning – In the absence of Mr Evans, Mr Price explained that one meeting had been held on 27th April 2015 and the minutes had been circulated to all members.  Mr Price proposed that the minutes were a correct record of the meeting, this was seconded by Mr Clapham, with all members of the Planning Committee in favour, they were signed by the Chairman.
9 Acre Field, Nursery Lane: Mr Price informed members that since the last meeting, Mr David Allberry, the owner of the 9 acre field at Nursery Lane had sent a draft Memorandum of Understanding regarding the area of land to be gifted free of charge in perpetuity to the Parish Council.
All members confirmed that they had read through the draft document.

Mr Price said that the matter was a little complicated and Mr Chris Dewey (a Governor from the Junior School) who works at Ward Gethin Archer had been contacted for some initial legal advice regarding the matter.

It was said that an email had been received from Mr Dewey highlighting a few points. Mr Price read out the email.

Mr Price said that in the past during discussions the Parish Council had given its support to some development on this site; however it was felt that the gifting of the land could be seen as an inducement.

Mr Price stated that the Parish Council must be sure that it wishes to go ahead.
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Mr Smallwood felt that by proceeding, it would at least guarantee that the back area of land would not be developed.

For the benefit of Mr Reynolds and Mr Scales, Mr Price circulated the plans for the site and explained that the site includes additional Car Parking facilities for people visiting Wootton Park.

Members felt that the extra Car Parking Facilities would be an asset.

Comment was made that the area would fall under the control of South Wootton Parish Council. It was noted that this would include the maintenance of the area; at the very least grass cutting.

Mr Jordan provided a background and said that two applications for development of the site had been submitted in the past; both of which had been refused by the Borough Council and one went to appeal which was also subsequently refused.

Comment was made that when the Neighbourhood Plan Questionnaire was sent out; residents had indicated that they were not happy with development of the site. It was acknowledged that at the time, the owners of Sylvan House had contacted residents locally and had urged them to oppose development of the area.
Mr Price informed members that prior to the owners contacting the Parish Council they had put in a Pre-submission application to the Borough Council. It was confirmed that the Borough Council had indicated that the application would be unlikely to be approved.

Members felt that times have changed since then and new housing is needed now.

Mrs Gotts spoke regarding the maintenance of any land which may be gifted. She said that the land could just be left as it is, it would not necessarily need to be cut.

After discussion, Mr Clapham proposed that the Parish Council should seek Legal Advice and that Mr Price (Chairman) and Mr Jordan (Vice Chairman) should meet with the Solicitor, this was seconded by Mr Jordan with all members in favour
Road Safety – Castle Rising Road: Mr Price spoke regarding the circulated emailed correspondence from Mr Meehan regarding ways to improve road safety at Castle Rising Road.
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Mr Price explained that after contacting the County Councils Highways Department who are ultimately responsible for roads, Mr Meehan was still unhappy with the response.

Some members stated that they had walked the footpaths and felt that generally they were in a good condition. It was acknowledged however that the area from the traffic lights to Common Lane had been resurfaced and was in better condition than some areas from Common Lane to Priory Lane.
Members pointed out that there is a hedge which encroaches onto the footpath which could be trimmed back to alleviate some of the issue.

After discussion, Mr Price proposed that the matter should be referred back to the NCC Highways Dept to ask them to send a letter to the resident of Castle Rising Road to request that the hedge is trimmed; this was seconded by Mr Narborough with all members in favour.

Mrs Kirby said that she would inform Mr Meehan of the outcome and copy in County Cllr Mr Jason Law. 

Neighbourhood Plan: Mr Price provided an update and said that the Borough Council have contacted NPIERS regarding the document being sent to the Inspector.

He said that once the consultation period finishes on 4th June 2015, the Parish Council and the Borough Council will have the opportunity to decide and select which Inspector to use from a choice of three.

Mr Price confirmed that the Examiner will need six days to carry out the work as soon as possible after 14th June 2015. 

It was said that the Referendum is likely to take place in the autumn.

Mr Price said that feedback from the Inspectors may require the document to be tweaked slightly. In that case the Sub Committee of the Project Group may have to reconvene to address these issues.

Policy – Mr Smallwood confirmed that a meeting had been held on 6th May 2015, the minutes of which had been circulated.

To review the Parish Assembly Minutes: Mr Smallwood explained that at one time the Parish Assembly was followed by the full Parish Council meeting. It was said that this no longer happens.
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He suggested therefore that the best time to confirm the minutes of the Parish Assembly would be at the first Policy Committee meeting after the Parish Assembly, he said this would be the best time to take note of the proceedings and to act on anything urgent which may have been raised. Members agreed with the suggestion.


In addition, Mr Smallwood proposed that the Annual Parish Assembly minutes should be used as the Annual Report for the Local Council Awards Scheme; this was seconded by Mr Price with all members in favour.

To discuss the Local Council Awards Scheme: Mr Smallwood explained that the Local Council Award Scheme would be replacing the Quality Parish Council Scheme and the Parish Council would need to decide if it would like to proceed.


It was asked what benefit the Local Council Award Scheme would be to the Parish Council.


Mr Price said that it would provide the Parish Council with a certain level of standing and may assist with applications for Grant funding.

After discussion, Mr Price proposed that the Parish Council should go for the Quality level as soon as possible; this was seconded by Mr Jordan with all members in favour.

Mr Price stated that as part of Mrs Cornwell’s CILCA Development, in August 2012 she attended training on the General Power of Competence, this was necessary to keep her CILCA qualification up to date and to allow the Parish Council to carry out lawful activity, lawful works, operate any lawful business and enter into any lawful transactions not covered under any other statute. This was brought in by the Localism Act 2011.

Mr Price explained that to comply with the eligibility the Parish Council must resolve clearly at a full Council meeting that at the time of resolution it meets the criteria. He said this must be confirmed at the first meeting after election every four years.

Mr Price stated that the criteria are:

a. At least 2/3 of the councilors must be elected (elected or stood for election) at the last election.
b. The Clerk must be qualified. (Hold the certificate for the General Power of Competence)
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c. The Clerk has completed the General Power of Competence training.
Mr Price proposed that the Parish Council meets the criteria of the     General Power of Competence; this was seconded by Mr Smallwood with all members in favour.
In addition, Mr Clapham proposed that the Parish Council should post all of its Policies, Financial Regulations, and Standing Orders etc on to the Parish Councils website; this was seconded by Mr Jordan with all members in favour.

To discuss the Employers Pension Policy Statement: Mr Jordan explained that the Parish Council should have an Employers Pension Policy Statement. 

He referred members to the circulated Local Government Pension Scheme Employer’s Pension Policy Guide and the Pensions Form SR85.

He stated that within the Guide Booklet on Page 4 there are certain Compulsory Items and on Page 6, there is a list of Non-Compulsory Items.

Mr Jordan stated that the Policy Committee had considered whether any of the Non-Compulsory Items should be included. 

Mr Price pointed out that each of the items included the word “may”, therefore meaning that the Parish Council is not legally bound and that such items can be considered on a case by case basis.

After discussion, Mr Smallwood proposed that the Non-compulsory Items should be included on the SR85 Pensions form, this was seconded by Rev Tate with all members in favour.
Mr Price signed the SR85 Pensions form ready for sending to the Norfolk Pension Fund.

To discuss the 3 month review of Ryan Harrowing: Mr Smallwood stated that Mr Harrowing had come to the end of his three month probationary period. It was explained that after discussion with Mrs Cornwell, Mr Jordan and Mr Price it was felt that Mr Harrowing’s probationary period should be extended by a further three months.

It was said that as Mr Harrowing is quite young with little experience it would be wise to extend the probationary period to allow more time for Mr Harrowing to settle into the role.
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Mr Smallwood proposed that Mr Harrowing’s probationary period should be extended by a further three months, this was seconded by Mr Narborough and unanimously agreed.

Mr Jordan stated that the normal length of a probationary period is six months.

To discuss the Closure Order for St Mary’s Churchyard: It was explained that this matter had arisen due to a recent burial of cremated remains within a new area within St Mary’s Churchyard.

Mr Jordan explained that on 26th June 1996 St Mary’s Churchyard was closed under the proviso that a body can be placed within a grave of a family member or a grave which has been reserved.

It was confirmed that under the Burial Act 1853, an application would need to be made to the Diocesan Advisory Committee for a faculty to allow burials of cremated remains to take place. 

Mr Jordan confirmed that a faculty had not been obtained and said that if an application for a faculty is made, there would have to be a notice and a consultation would have to take place.

Mr Jordan stated that an email had been sent to Rev James Nash asking for clarification of the situation as the Parish Council is responsible for grass cutting etc.

It was said that Rev Nash had apologized for the omission, and confirmed that the area had been selected as it was the largest available space within the Churchyard.
Mr Jordan stated that the matter had been discussed fully by the Policy Committee and it had been proposed that a letter (draft circulated) should be sent to Rev Nash outlining the Parish Council’s concerns.

Mr Jordan went through the draft letter and stated that Alan Fairchild at SLCC had been contacted for advice and he had confirmed the Parish Councils thoughts.
Rev Tate said that he had spoken to Rev Nash about the matter and it was explained that a mistake had been made and acknowledged that a faculty needs to be obtained. Rev Tate confirmed that Rev James Nash is in the process of applying for a faculty.
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After discussion, Mr Jordan proposed that the Parish Council should send the letter to Rev Nash and that Rev Nash should be invited to a meeting with Mr Price and Mr Jordan to resolve the situation, this was seconded by Mr Clapham, with one abstention, all other members were in favour.
8. REPORTS FROM OTHER COMMITTEES:

Infant School – No Report 
Junior School – No Report
Wootton Park – Mr Narborough said that a meeting had been held on 28th April 2015 and the minutes would be circulated shortly.
He informed members that the new Clerk to North Wootton Parish Council, Mrs Rachel Curtis had kindly agreed to take over as the Wootton Park Committee Secretary.

Mr Narborough was pleased to say that the tree stumps at Wootton Park were in the process of being removed at a cost of £375 for the removal of around 20 stumps.

It was confirmed that due to the resignation of Mr David Gerrard, the Wootton Park committee was looking for a new member from South Wootton Parish Council.

Mr Roy Williamson stated that he is already involved with Wootton Park and offered to volunteer for the role.

Members thanked Mr Williamson for volunteering.

It was said that an independent South Wootton Village Representative is also required should anyone know somebody who may be interested.

Mr Narborough confirmed that the next meeting would be held on Tuesday 22nd September 2015.

South Wootton in Bloom – Mrs Gotts confirmed that the minutes of the last meeting had been circulated to all members.

She said that the SWiB team had been busy dead heading the daffodils around the village and the flower beds had now been done.

She informed members that the Open Gardens event had unfortunately been cancelled.
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She was pleased to say that some fund raising events would be taking place and confirmed that the SWiB team would be at the Village Fete selling notebooks etc and a stall would be held on the Tuesday Market Place on 24th May 2015 when a tombola will be held.
Mrs Gotts said that she would be extremely grateful if anyone has any prizes to be donated for use on the tombola, these could be left at the Parish Office for collection. 

8. CORRESPONDENCE: – As per circulated list.
Resignation: Mr Price confirmed that Mr David Gerrard had resigned as Parish Councillor on 6th May 2015, to enable all other members to be re-elected unopposed.
Mr Price read out a letter he had written to Mr Gerrard thanking him for his contributions whilst serving on the Parish Council and welcoming him back in the future.

Members agreed that the letter should be sent to Mr Gerrard.

Village Fete Banner: Mrs Kirby explained that an email had been received from the Village Fete Committee requesting that a banner advertising the event be erected on the Low Road fence from 18th May 2015 for four weeks prior to the event.
After discussion, Mr Narborough proposed that the banner could be erected for two weeks prior to the event from 29th May 2015; this was seconded by Mrs Albinson with all members in favour.
St Mary’s Church Marquee: Mrs Kirby explained that a request had been received from Rev Nash requesting that the Scout & Guides Marquee be allowed to remain erected overnight until Sunday 14th June 2015 for a Songs of Praise Service at 1.30pm.
After discussion, Mr Narborough proposed that the marquee could remain erected at the owner’s risk; this was seconded by Mr Clapham with all members in favour.
Newsletter: Mr Price explained that he would be producing a draft Newsletter for the next meeting in June.

It was asked if there was anything to report or whether the Newsletter could be delayed until the Neighbourhood Plan referendum can be advertised.
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Mr Price said that residents should be informed about the Post Office update, the Parish Assembly and the Anglia in Bloom Judging day.

He asked if anyone has any items to be included in the Newsletter could they please inform Mrs Cornwell.

Mr Price spoke about the distribution of the Newsletters and asked if anyone would be willing to take over Mr Evans supervisory role as counter and distributor of Newsletters to Parish Councillors. It was explained that Mr Evans has been struggling recently due to arthritis.

Mr Hofmeister kindly offered to take over the role from Mr Evans.

Members thanked Mr Hofmeister for volunteering for the role.

In addition, Mr Scales kindly volunteered to take over Mr Gerrard’s Oak Avenue delivery and Mr Reynolds agreed to take over the Sandy Lane area.
9. ACCOUNTS: – as per circulated list. 
Bank balances as at 30.4.2015
Community Account
      

  110,302.02
Step saver a/c
                 
             0.00
Treasury Deposit                                                             130,000.00
Total                                                                              £240,302.02
There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.35pm.

10. NEXT MEETING: 7.00pm on Tuesday, 9th June 2015, in the Parish Council Meeting Room, South Wootton.
9th June 2015                                                                                Chairman 
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