S O U T H  W O O T T O N  P A R I S H  C O U N C I L
Minutes of a Meeting held at 7pm on Tuesday, 8th October 2013 

In the Parish Council Meeting Room, Church Lane, South Wootton
1. PRESENT: Mr D Price (Chairman), Mr I Jordan, Mr J Smallwood, Mr A Evans, Mr B Clapham, Mr R Williamson, Mrs Albinson, Mrs T Banks, Mrs T L Cornwell (Parish Clerk) and Mrs M Kirby (Assistant Clerk). 
County Councillor Mr Jason Law.
APOLOGIES: Mr H Hofmeister, Mr M Narborough, Ms D Scott, Rev D Tate, Mr D Gerrard, Mrs D Gotts, Mr D Steward-Brown, Borough Councillors Mr N Daubney and Mrs E Nockolds.

Mr Smallwood informed members of the sad news, that two former Parish Councillors had recently died. He said that Rev Maurice Green was both a former Rector and Parish Councillor. He said that in the past when the Parish Council had been structured differently, Rev Green had carried out a Treasurers post. Mr Smallwood proposed to write to the family to offer the condolences of the Parish Council.  
Mr Smallwood confirmed that a letter had also been sent to the widow and family of Mr Mike Worlledge who had died last month.

2. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING: – 10th September 2013, with one minor amendment, the minutes were proposed as a correct record by Mr Jordan, seconded by Mr Clapham, with all members in favour they were signed by the Chairman.
3. DECLARATION OF INTERESTS: – Mr Clapham stated that he has an interest as he lives at Ullswater Avenue and his fence is boundary to the possible proposed development.

4. QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC: – None present.  
5. REPORTS FROM THE BOROUGH AND COUNTY COUNCILLORS:
Borough Councillor Nockolds: Mrs Cornwell explained that Borough Councillor Nockolds was absent from the meeting as she was attending an evaluation meeting of the National Hunstanton Tennis Tournament.
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She had however forwarded a report for the evening, which Mrs Cornwell read out. It read: The special Parking promotions we are doing have been welcomed by businesses and visitors. At the moment its just £1 to park in the Multi-Storey Car Park after 2pm. Late Night Christmas Shopping will be £1 after 3pm.
As part of our bid to the National Heritage Lottery for the Town Hall we are asking people to vote on-line for the items they would like to see displayed in the Town Hall. It is open until 27th October.
Work on the Tuesday Market Place will be completed in time for the Christmas light switch-on event. Although the car park is being resurfaced some of the original cobblestones have been reused.
Mrs Cornwell confirmed that Borough Cllr Nockolds had indicated that she would be happy to meet with the Parish Council to discuss the Statement of Objection to the Local Development Framework.

Mrs Cornwell informed members that Borough Cllr Daubney would be attending the Project Group and Planning Committee meetings scheduled for 28th October 2013.
County Councillor Law stated that the new administration have settled in with press releases to follow.

He stated that the rail franchise will receive a boost with the service being available every half an hour rather than the present hourly service.

County Cllr Law said that with Adult Education and Library Services merging, a concern will be how many staff losses emerge.

It was said that the Queen Elizabeth Hospital has been under significant scrutiny, with a report due out later in the week to show the action which the Hospital will be taking.

It was asked how the QE Hospital would cope with the development of 7,000 new homes. Cllr Law stated that without the housing Kings Lynn would not be large enough to qualify for a hospital. He said that the extra housing will drive future investment into the hospital. 
Comment was made that if the hospital was to close, local people would have to travel to Norwich, Cambridge or Peterborough. It was said that this would be unacceptable.
Members said that the QE Hospital is overcrowded, comment was made that it does not just serve Kings Lynn, but also Lincolnshire.
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Mrs Banks stated that the population of Kings Lynn is approximately 60,000. She said that the hospital possibly serves in the region of 100,000 people.

It was asked whether County Cllr Law could take back the information to use in the Parish Councils defence against the proposed new housing for South Wootton.

County Cllr Law informed members that the Local Development Framework is a Borough Council exercise and stated that it was perhaps not in his remit.

Members commented that whilst the Local Development Framework is a Borough Council exercise, there would be a number of County Council aspects which would be affected, such as Highways, Education, Health and Libraries.
It was said that the Parish Council is not arguing for nil growth, it is arguing for sensible growth, for growth which communities can sustain without losing the Village identity.

Mr Price stated that the next consultation period would perhaps be in the springtime, with adoption of the document in autumn 2014.

County Cllr Law spoke regarding the Incinerator and stated that until the minister makes his decision there is little more which can be done.
Cllr Law spoke regarding the issue raised at the last meeting regarding the future of the Coast Hopper. He stated that the Coast Hopper is a leased service which has been running for 4 years and is subsidised by £820,000, per year.

Cllr Law explained that the County Council carries out exercises to look at ways to save money. It was confirmed that the County Council is trying to meet with the Operator to look at ways to make the service more efficient. It was said that the subsidy will be cut by £75,000 this year. He said that three consultations will take place along the route asking people for their views. 

Comment was made that the service is vital for coastal villages and their economy. 

Finally, Cllr Law acknowledged receipt of the Statement of Objection which had been produced by Bidwells. Members asked Cllr Law for his support regarding the Traffic and Hospital issues.

REPORTS FROM THE COMMITTEES:

Assets – Mrs Cornwell confirmed that no meeting had been held, however wished to update members regarding two matters.
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Firstly Mrs Cornwell said that she had made enquiries into the costs of safety work trousers, t-shirts, sweatshirts and overalls for its staff. She said that suitable uniform for all three members of staff (Mr Bird, Mr Plummer and Mr Lucas) could be purchased from Stratfords for under £200. She said that the uniform would consist of Navy Trousers and Royal Blue embroidered tops. After brief discussion, Mr Jordan proposed that the Parish Council should purchase a uniform for Mr Bird, Mr Plummer and Mr Lucas; this was seconded by Mr Price with all members in favour.
Mrs Cornwell spoke regarding the hedge which runs along Nursery Lane and explained that a quote had been obtained to bring the top of the hedge down to within 18 inches of the top of the fence from Nursery Close all the way along to Low Road. She stated that the inside of the hedge would be hand cut with the outside being tractor cut. She confirmed that all hedge trimmings would be cleared up as part of the job. The quote of £466 for the work had been provided by Country Grounds Maintenance.
Mrs Cornwell spoke regarding the Allotments Hedge and confirmed that it had grown very large. It was recommended by CGM that for Health and Safety reasons, the hedge height should be reduced by 2ft or 3ft bringing it to a more manageable 6ft in height.

It was said that the width had also increased significantly, again it was suggested that this should be reduced by 2ft on the inside to balance the hedge. In addition it was said that one or two trees growing alongside the hedge should also have their canopies raised.  Mrs Cornwell stated that this was a larger job and a quote for the work had been provided by Country Grounds Maintenance for £910. 

Concerns were raised regarding a colony of sparrows which use the hedge for breeding and wintering. It was felt that the work may see the disappearance of the sparrows.

After further discussion regarding each of the hedges, Mr Price proposed that the hedge along Nursery Lane should be cut as per the quotation; this was seconded by Mr Jordan with one abstention all other members were in favour.

With regards to the Allotment Hedge, Mr Price proposed that it should also be cut as per the quotation; this was seconded by Mr Jordan with two abstentions all other members were in favour.

Finance – Mr Jordan confirmed that a meeting had taken place on Thursday 3rd October 2013, when the first half year accounts were discussed.  He stated that everything was as per the minutes and the circulated Summary Sheet.
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With no questions or queries, Mr Jordan proposed that the Finances are a correct record of the first half year accounts; this was seconded by Mr Smallwood with all members in favour.
Mr Jordan spoke regarding the three litter bins which had become rusty and dangerous at Wootton Park. Mr Jordan proposed that the Parish Council should make funding available to replace the three bins on Wootton Park, this was seconded by Mr Price and unanimously agreed

Mr Jordan spoke regarding Mr Walkers mobile phone and explained that it was quite expensive as it is a “pay as you go” type. Mr Jordan proposed that Mrs Cornwell should negotiate the purchase of a contract mobile phone at the best possible deal, this was seconded by Mr Price, with all members in favour
Planning – Mr Evans confirmed that everything was as per the circulated minutes and stated that one other item had been raised regarding Marsh Lane. It was explained that Mrs Cornwell had been contacted by the Borough Council asking that Marsh Lane is removed from Ordnance Survey.

After discussion, members were unhappy with the removal of Marsh Lane. Mr Smallwood proposed that “Marsh Lane leading to The Meadows” should be adopted; this was seconded by Mr Price, with all members in favour. 
Mr Price provided an update regarding the Local Development Framework and confirmed that two Statements of Objection had been produced and submitted by Bidwells with regards to the proposed development. It was confirmed that one document was for South Wootton and the other had been produced jointly with North Wootton and Castle Rising Parish Councils. 

Mr Price stated that the Parish Council would now have to wait for the Borough Councils response. 

Mr Price spoke regarding the Neighbourhood Plan and said that the Project Group had made reasonable progress. He confirmed that the policies for Environment, Transport and Housing had been dealt with. It was said that the policies for Economy, Society, Community and Culture needed to be completed.
After brief discussion, both Mrs Banks and Mr Evans agreed to get together to complete the policies for Economy, Society, Community and Culture.

Mr Price stated that it is now hoped that a draft will be ready by the end of the year, with it published ready for distribution to residents in the New Year. 
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Mrs Cornwell was pleased to inform members that finally after 18 months of unsuccessful enquiries with the Tree Officer at the Borough Council, she had spoken directly to Mr Stuart Ashworth regarding the trees to the west of Hall Lane. She reported that a blanket Tree Preservation Order had been placed over the whole site to protect the trees. It was said that this action would enable evaluation of each tree without fear of them being destroyed in the mean time. This process is open to consultation and the Parish Council should make an appropriate response of Approval. Developers will also have the chance to make comment.
Mr Clapham recommended that a similar blanket TPO should be placed on the site at Knights Hill. Mr Evans and Mr Clapham kindly offered to produce a map of the trees on the site. Mrs Cornwell stated that once the map is given to her she will contact Mr Ashworth with the information.

Mr Smallwood spoke briefly regarding Ash dieback and suggested that the Parish Council should keep an eye on its Ash trees.   

Policy – Mr Smallwood confirmed that the next meeting is scheduled for 6th November 2013. 
REPORTS FROM OTHER COMMITTEES:
Infant School – See attached report. 
Junior School – Mr Smallwood informed members that the SATS results had been disappointing. He said that the school is looking at ways to address the issues which had been raised.
Mr Price said that today was the last day of the school garden. He confirmed that work would start again in the spring.

Wootton Park – Mrs Cornwell confirmed that the next meeting is scheduled for 22nd October 2013.
South Wootton in Bloom – In the absence of Mrs Gotts, Mrs Albinson informed members that bulb planting would be taking place at the Village Hall tomorrow at 10am.
Mrs Cornwell spoke regarding Ryan, the new apprentice and stated that it would be great if he could get involved with the Community Group perhaps planting some of the flower beds. She stated that he is available on Monday and Tuesday mornings and the work could be included as part of his portfolio.
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Mr Price informed members that his wife Karin had spent some time clearing the fallen oak leaves in the Sensory Garden. He confirmed that Karin is happy to continue looking after the area.

Mr Price said that Karin had also cut the tops off the Lavender Plants, which she intends to put into bags for sale at the Christmas Fete. 

Thanks were given to Karin for her help.
CORRESPONDENCE – As per circulated list.
NCC


        
- QE Hospital – Scrutiny Report

              Info
Post Office


- Community Enterprise Fund   


      “

BCKLWN


- Business Start-up Support Programme

      “
NCC



- Princes Trust – Fire & Rescue Services 





  Youth Development Team


      “

Mr Price stated that the next Newsletter is due in November. He asked members if they had any issues to include could these be forwarded to Mrs Cornwell at the Parish Office as soon as possible.

Mrs Cornwell asked if Mrs Gotts could produce a few lines regarding the SWiB success in obtaining another Gold Award for the Parish.

ACCOUNTS – as per circulated list agreed and approved, plus:-

197
C&G Refrigeration

Repairs to Village Hall Fridge
  175.78
198
Roythorne & Son

Fuel – September 2013

    85.73
199     K & M Lighting Services
Lighting Maintenance Oct 2013      441.00

200
AMR Electrical

PAT Testing – P/Office & Garage
    56.28

201
S Pemberton


St Marys Wall Repairs

  342.00

202
ECS Computers

Toner Cartridge


  195.70

203
NWPC


Share of Exps- Alarm/Grass/Ins     600.12
204
P J Windows


Bus Shelter Cleaning

    45.00
205
E-On



Street Lighting Supply Aug&Sept 1214.04
Bank balances as at 30.9.2013
Community Account
      35,938.20
Stepsaver a/c
               1.45
Treasury Deposit                                             180,000.00
Total                                                              £ 215,939.65
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There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.25pm.

NEXT MEETING: 7.00pm on Tuesday, 12h November 2013, in the Parish Council Meeting Room, South Wootton.
12th November 2013                                                                              Chairman
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