
 SOUTH WOOTTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Annual Parish Assembly held at 7.00pm on

Friday 12th April 2019 at South Wootton Village Hall
PRESENT:  Mr D Price (Chairman), Mr I Jordan (Vice Chairman), Mr J P Smallwood, Mr M Narborough, Mrs T Banks, Mr P Bland, Mr S Scales, Mr R Williamson, Mrs M Albinson, Mr S Wells, Mr K Reynolds, Mrs T Cornwell (Clerk), Mrs M Kirby (Assistant Clerk), Borough Councillor Mrs E Nockolds and 24 Parishioners who signed the attendance list. 

APOLOGIES: Mr A Evans, Mr H Hofmeister, Mrs D Gotts and Mr & Mrs Townshend
TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF 13TH APRIL 2018: These were proposed as a correct record by Mrs Karin Price, seconded by Mr Jordan with most residents in favour. 
INTRODUCTIONS – CHAIRMAN AND COUNCILLORS: Mr Price opened the meeting by welcoming all in attendance. The register was circulated around for signing by the Parishioners.  
Mr Price introduced himself and said that he is the Chairman of the Parish Council. He explained that the Parish Council normally consists of 15 members; however, there is currently one vacancy, anyone interested in joining the Parish Council should write to the Parish Clerk, Mrs Cornwell at the Parish Office. 
Mr Price stated that the evenings meeting would follow the usual format. First, our Parish Councillors will stand and introduce themselves individually.
He explained that the Parish Council meets on the 2nd Tuesday of each month; he also explained that there are four separate sub-committees, Assets, Finance, Policy which meet every 3 months and the Planning Committee which meets fortnightly. 
Mr Price asked the Councillors to introduce themselves and to outline their roles on the Parish Council. Mr Price explained that the Chairman of each Committee would then report on the activities of the past year and will take questions at the end of their reports.

He said that Mrs Albinson would also be providing a report from South Wootton in Bloom and that he would say a few words about the Wootton Park Committee.

Mr Price explained that afterwards, he would open the meeting for general questions; he said that Borough Cllr Nockolds would also be happy to take questions as well.

Mr Price said that finally, after closing the meeting, everyone is invited to stay to enjoy some cheese and wine refreshments. 
PRESENTATIONS FROM COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN:
ASSETS: Mr Narborough stood as the Chairman of the Assets Committee and provided his report. 
Allotments: Mr Narborough stated that the Parish Council has 109 allotments, and currently all plots are taken, there are five people on the waiting list.

He confirmed that the hire cost per year is good value at £30.00 and said that the renewals had been sent out at the beginning of April 2019, the income from the renewal fees is spent on things including the Water Rates, Hedge Cutting and replacement Water Tanks.
Village Green:  Mr Narborough said that the Green is looking well and is maintained by CGM Ltd, the fence at the Low Road end of the Green was replaced last year.

· Mr H (Resident) enquired about the track across the Green and said that it needs repairing.

Mr Narborough confirmed that a quote had been obtained for the work and the repairs would take place within the next fortnight.

· Mr M (Resident) commented that he had spoken to someone regarding the length of the Grass, he explained that they had complained that at times it is so long they are unable to kick a ball on it.

Mr Narborough stated that the Green is cut every two weeks unless there has been a lot of rain and the grass is too wet.

· Mr H (Resident) referred to a letter he had written to the Parish Council regarding draining the Pond to clear the plastic rubbish.

Mr Narborough confirmed that the matter had been investigated thoroughly and quotes for dredging the Pond had been received at between £14,000 to £17,000, but after much discussion it was felt that this was too expensive, however, the Parish Council has agreed that with help from a working party the plastics can be removed during the summer months when the Water levels are lower.

· Mr H (Resident) said that the main problem is that the birds pull the plastic bags out of the Litter Bins in search of food, he felt that replacement of some of the old-style bins may help alleviate the problem.

Mr Narborough stated that the Parish Council would take the suggestion on board.
It was said that subject to Sponsorship, the Beer Festival would once again be taking place on the weekend of 24th & 25th August 2019, Mr Narborough explained that restrictions regarding noise levels would continue this year.
· Mr M (Resident) commented that even with the restrictions in place last year, the noise was still too loud and disturbing.

Mr Narborough confirmed that no complaints regarding noise had been received following last year’s event.

· Mr H (Resident) stated that he lives right next door to the Green and said that it was a fabulous event which lots of people came out to enjoy.
· Mr M (Resident) said that he did not have a problem with the event, it was just the noise that was an issue.

Mr Price said that following the first event, a few complaints were received regarding the noise, however, in response to those the Parish Council put in measures to reduce the levels and has stipulated that the music must end at 9.00pm.

The Village Hall:  Mr Narborough reported that the Parish Council is in the process of progressing an Extension to the Village Hall to provide additional storage space and an Extension to the Parish Office to increase the size of the Meeting Room.

Mr Narborough added that whilst the Village Hall project has been held up due to the groundworks, the funding of these projects would be paid for via the Community Infrastructure Levy.
Cemetery / St Mary’s Churchyard:  Mr Narborough confirmed that work to improve the Churchyard rear footpath has been carried out, making a safer surface for visitors.

Mr Narborough said that it was the end of his report and gave thanks for all the hard work Mrs Cornwell and Mrs Kirby put in to get things done within the Parish.
· Mr M (Resident) proposed a vote of thanks to Mrs Cornwell and Mrs Kirby.

FINANCE: Mr Jordan confirmed that all Parishioners had been given a Statement of the Accounts and stated that the Finance Committee meets four times during the year to examine each quarter Accounts. 
He said that in January each year the full Parish Council meets to look at the finances and to set the budget.

Mr Jordan referred to each of the columns on the Summary sheet and went through each service and explained the expenditure and income received. He confirmed that all figures are net.

Mr Jordan confirmed that the nett total for the year was £68,935.08 against a Budget of £94,835. He explained that this means that the Parish Council has a surplus for the year of £25,899.92.

Mr Jordan commented that whilst the surplus looks high, we need to bear in mind that due to the hold up on the Village Hall Extension work (Approximate cost £45,000) and with £20,000 approximate CIL money due, the figures will more or less balance.

Mr Jordan stated that the Parish Council has installed a further three new Bus Shelters in the Parish, two on Grimston Road and one at St Augustine’s Way, he explained that 50% of the funding had come from the Norfolk County Council’s Parish Partnership Scheme.

Mr Jordan explained that the finances are looked at by an Internal Auditor as well as External Auditors. He pointed out that all figures and books are available to be seen at the Parish Office and if anyone would like to look at them, they only need to call in and ask.

Finally, it was said that the Parish Council has worked hard and has managed to reduce its Precept for the seventh year running.

There were no questions regarding the Finances.

PLANNING: Mr Bland stood as Chairman of the Planning Committee and explained that the Parish Council is a designated statutory consultee regarding planning matters and, consequently, we receive for comment, planning applications relevant to the Parish, from the Borough Council.
The Parish Council has devolved responsibility for commenting on the applications to the Planning Committee, which is made up of eight Parish Councilors. This year, we have dealt with 49 planning applications. We have supported 42 and opposed 7. 
Mr Bland said that the major issues during the year have been the larger housing developments proposed for the Village - land to the west of Hall Lane (Larkfleet) and to the west of Nursery Lane (Bowbridge). He said that despite huge opposition both applications had been granted by the Borough Council.

Mr Bland spoke regarding the Camland application proposed for the Knight’s Hill site and said that following a huge community effort to oppose the application, it had been unanimously rejected by the Borough Council, however, it was said that the developers could appeal that decision.

Mr Bland said that residents could rest assured that South Wootton, as well as North Wootton and Castle Rising Parish Councils along with the Borough Council will be ready to fight again.
Mr Bland said that it was the end of his report and gave thanks for all the hard work and support Mrs Cornwell and Mrs Kirby give to help him in his role as Chairman of the Planning Committee.

· Mr Hankinson asked what types of things the developers may be able to appeal on.
Comment was made that things like Environment and Transport issues will not change, places such as the Ancient Reffley Wood, Roydon Common and Castle Rising Castle will not suddenly disappear.

It was also said that some of the new dwellings on the 9-acre field development have been reduced in price and are still not selling, it was felt that this may put developers off as houses will only be built to demand.
Mr Price stated that should the developers appeal, the Parish Council will carry out additional leaflet drops to residents urging them to submit their objections again, it was said that all the objections already put forward are available on the Borough Council’s website to view. 

Mr Smallwood spoke regarding the Knights Hill development and confirmed that the Parish Council has been objecting to development of the site for many years, however, unfortunately the Borough Council did not pick up on this.

· Mr M (Resident) spoke regarding the Local Development Framework and stated that it was flawed from Day One, he said that it had no regard for public opinion or feelings.
Mr Price spoke regarding the Larkfleet and Bowbridge Developments and stated that the developers are only able to build on Flood Zone 1, Flood Zone 2 & 3 would be retained as wildlife areas and used for the Surface Water Drainage Ponds.

Mr Smallwood confirmed that currently no details have been received regarding the densities at the sites, it was said that the Planning Permission is for Outline only.

Finally, Mr Price assured residents that South Wootton, North Wootton and Castle Rising Parish Councils will continue to oppose the development at Knights Hill, he urged all residents to support the Parish Council in this by writing in and objecting. He said that attendance at the Borough Councils Planning Committee was a huge weight last time and urged residents to come out again if need be.

· Mr M (Resident) suggested that the Parish Council should compile a list of facts/objections for residents to build their objections from.

Mr Price noted the point.  

POLICY: Mr Smallwood stated that as with the other Parish Council Committees the Policy Committee is scheduled to meet quarterly. However, we actually meet when there is specific business to be dealt with.

As you will know South Wootton Parish Council has “Quality Status”. This means that the Council must ensure that we comply with all legislation governing the conduct of business at this level of Local Government.

In the course of each year we: - 

· Check that we are conducting meetings and managing our affairs in accordance with the rules. Therefore, our Standing Orders, governing the conduct of meetings are reviewed annually.

· Data Protection has been another matter requiring our attention.

· Consider staff appraisals. These take place around the turn of the year and were completed in time for our February meeting. In the light of the outcome of the appraisal process we may recommend changes to terms of employment. All our employees are paid an hourly rate above the National Minimum Wage.

· In the course of the past year we have paid attention to our safety policies, modifying them where required. It is a requirement, in law, for the Parish to safeguard both its staff and the public using its facilities, as far as possible.  Hence risk assessments for the Allotments, the Green, the Cemetery, the Parish Office, Car Park and the Village Hall.
· Amongst the matters that we have considered has been our Action Plan for the present year. The Plan encapsulates our immediate, medium and longer term aims. This year we intend to provide one further Bus Shelter on Grimston Road with the help of the Parish Partnership Scheme. The planned additional storage space and archive centre at the rear of the Village Hall should also be completed as will a Trod public footpath between Meadow Road and the Telephone Mast next to Nursery Lane.  Additional larger-capacity Water Tanks are being installed on the Allotments.

· Our longer term aims include extensions both to the Parish Office Meeting Room and to the Parish Cemetery.  In this case the additional land will be provided by the developers of the field to the north of here. Incorporating this extra area into the existing burial ground will be a major undertaking.
PRESENTATIONS FROM AFFILIATED COMMITTEES: 
WOOTTON PARK: Mr Price explained that Wootton Park is owned by the Borough Council and is rented jointly by both North and South Wootton Parish Councils.

Management of the Park is carried out by the Wootton Park Committee which is made up of members from both North and South Wootton Parish Councils, residents from each Parish and a Football Club representative.

Mr Price said that the role of South Wootton resident representative has recently been taken on by Mr John Marrow.

Mr Price stated that vandalism has been a problem over the past few months, which has caused a lot of money to be spent. Any incidents of vandalism must be immediately reported to the Police.

It was confirmed that the Wootton Park Committee meet bi-monthly and is funded by both Parish Councils as well as by the “200 Club” which currently has 119 members who pay in £24 per annum by Standing Order. More than half of the “200 Club” monies are paid back to Prize Winners each month – there are prizes for 1st, 2nd and 3rd place.

Winners are notified by letter, anyone wishing to join the “200 Club” can do so by contacting Tracey at the Parish Office.

· Mr P (Resident) stated that vandalism is a problem all over the local area, he added that some recent dash-cam footage may provide some leads to the perpetrators. 

SOUTH WOOTTON IN BLOOM: Mrs Albinson explained that she is the Chairperson for South Wootton in Bloom and said that it is made up of a team of volunteers who are responsible for planting the various displays of spring bulbs in the Village.

She was pleased to report that last year South Wootton had won a “Gold Award” in the Anglia in Bloom competition, signage promoting the achievement will be displayed in due course.

Mrs Albinson informed residents that the SWiB team are unable to just plant anywhere around the Village and explained that permission must be first sought and granted from the County Council.
It was said that the SWiB Committee meet on the 3rd Tuesday of each month at 7pm in the Parish Office Meeting Room and is always looking for new volunteers to help, if anyone thought they may have some time to spare could they speak to Mrs Albinson at the end of the meeting.

Mrs Albinson commented that vandalism had also been a problem for the SWiB team and said that a few months ago, one of the large planters by the Pond and a Picnic table had been uplifted and thrown into the Pond.

Thanks, were given to both Mr Nolan Mills and Mr Hankinson for the removal of these.

Comment was made that the display of daffodils had been very good this year, Mrs Albinson asked if anyone can assist with the huge task of deadheading the daffodils, this would be greatly appreciated.

Mrs Banks said that South Wootton in Bloom will once again have a tombola stall at the Plant and Craft Fair on the Tuesday Market Place on 11th May 2019 to raise funds, any donations of prizes or plants which can be sold on the day would be gratefully received and these could be left at the Parish Office.

· Mr P (Resident) spoke regarding the problem with Muntjac Deer and said that the species is non-native and that a cull should take place.

The point was acknowledged, but it was said that a cull cannot take place within the Village.

Finally, comment was made that South Wootton in Bloom is also responsible for the Sensory Garden at St Mary’s Churchyard; Thanks, were given to Mrs Karin Price for carrying out much of the work at the Sensory Garden and to Mr Nolan Mills for the work he carries out.

Mr Price thanked the SWiB team for their efforts around the Village and said that their dedication had been rewarded with the “Gold Award”.
BOROUGH COUNCILLOR MRS ELIZABETH NOCKOLDS: Cllr Nockolds said that it is a privilege to work with the Parish Council, serving as a Borough Councillor for South Wootton and Castle Rising residents.

She explained that her main job has been objecting to the proposed housing developments and assured residents that should an appeal take place the Borough Council’s Planning Department has set aside £500,000 towards fighting it.

· Mr M (Resident) spoke regarding the various consultees who had been consulted regarding the Knights Hill Planning Application and couldn’t understand where the “No Objections” had come from.

Cllr Nockolds stated that within the thick Agenda Document containing the list of consultees, it had said in the conclusions in black bold type that there were “No Objections”, however, in the paragraphs before the conclusions there were objections.

Cllr Nockolds stated that during the Borough Council’s Planning Committee meeting on 13th March 2019, she did indeed point this out to the Borough Councilors to make them aware.

Cllr Nockolds stated that the Borough Council is currently building on some of its land, filling Brownfield sites, she said that sales of homes in these areas - at South Lynn, Marsh Lane and Lynnsport are doing well with many of the homes already sold.
It was explained that the Borough Council has set up its own Housing Company so that some of the built homes can be rented out.

Cllr Nockolds informed residents that at the Lynnsport site a new Infant School is being built, pupils from St Edmunds Academy currently based at Kilham’s Way will relocate there once complete and will have Lynnsport sporting facilities right on its doorstep.

Cllr Nockolds spoke regarding the Kings Lynn Heritage Action Zone and said that as part of this sites are being looked at for possible building, it was also said that shop owners are being urged to convert top floors of their buildings into flats. A good example of this is at the old Courts Furniture shop at St James Street which has stood empty for 25 years, this has been renovated into flats because of Borough Council funding and Heritage Lottery funds.
Cllr Nockolds spoke regarding Visitors and Tourism and said that there are enough jobs for 10,000 people to work in this sector, she said that people are being encouraged to visit the area, go to the Norfolk coast and spend money.

· Mr Narborough enquired regarding the new housing and the new influx of people and asked if the relocation of St James Surgery to land near to Kilham’s Way is still on the drawing board.
Cllr Nockolds explained that she sits on the Clinical Commissioning Group and said that funding should come to be passed to the new Surgery.

· Comment was made that the Queen Elizabeth Hospital has outgrown itself, parking is a problem and anyone requiring specialist care such as for heart problems have to travel to either Cambridge, Peterborough or Norwich. It was asked why the QEH cannot be expanded as this is unacceptable. 

Cllr Nockolds spoke regarding the Sustainable Transformation Plan and said that unless surgeons do enough surgery, they do not get enough experience, therefore people requiring larger operations must travel a further distance for the expertise.

It was said that under the Sustainable Transformation Plan, it also aims to get people home quicker as it is felt that recovery is faster in the home environment.

Cllr Nockolds explained that the Borough Council works in partnership with Norfolk County Council, the Queen Elizabeth Hospital, Charities and Voluntary Organisations to deliver a partnership called Ask LILY.

She said that Ask LILY is a unique organisation, which provides an important resource of information for people who are looking for a number of services such as gardeners, activities for lonely people and healthcare.

She said that members of the public can access Ask LILY for help and advice via the Website.

CONCLUSION: Mr Price said that before the meeting draws to a close, he wished to thank both Mrs Cornwell and Mrs Kirby for carrying out a great job at the Parish Council, he said that often they go over and above what is required.

Mr Price also thanked Mr Tony Walker, who has recently taken a step back into the Deputy Caretaker Role, and Mr Bob McIntyre, the newly appointed Caretaker for the work they carry out at the Village Hall; he said that the Parish Council is fortunate to have them.

Thanks, were also given to Mr Wally Lucas, the Parish Council’s Litter Warden, it was said that he does a very good job keeping the Parish litter free.

Mr Waldron thanked all members of the Parish Council for their commitment to the Parish and for the work they do for the good of the Community, this was seconded by Mr Marrow.
Mr Price stated that Borough Council Elections are due to take place on 2nd May 2019, he confirmed that there would be no Parish Council Elections as it had come back unopposed, therefore, all fourteen members would hopefully stand for a further four years.

With no further questions, Mr Price thanked everyone present for attending and closed the formal part of the evening at 8.15pm, inviting everyone to stay for cheese and wine which had been kindly arranged by Mrs Albinson.
Chairman
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