S O U T H  W O O T T O N  P A R I S H  C O U N C I L
Minutes of a Meeting held at 7pm on Tuesday, 14th May 2019 

In the Parish Council Meeting Room, Church Lane, South Wootton
1. TO SIGN DECLARATIONS OF ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE: 
All Councillors signed their Declaration of Acceptance of Office.
2. TO ELECT A CHAIRMAN FOR THE ENSUING YEAR:  
Mr Jordan asked members for nominations for a Chairman for the ensuing year. Mr Jordan proposed that Mr David Price continue in his role as Chairman of the Parish Council, this was seconded by Mrs Gotts, there being no other nominations this was unanimously agreed.  

3. TO ELECT A VICE CHAIRMAN FOR THE ENSUING YEAR:  
Mr Price thanked the other Councillors and asked for nominations for the role of Vice Chairman. Mr Scales proposed that Mr Ivan Jordan continue in his role as Vice Chairman, there being no other nominations this was seconded by Mr Narborough and unanimously agreed. 
4.  TO SIGN - DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY INTEREST FORM


  FINANCIAL & OTHER INTEREST FORM



  COUNCILLORS REQUEST FOR DISPENSATION FORM
All Councillors signed the necessary forms as listed above.
4A. TO RESOLVE THAT THE PARISH COUNCIL IS ELIGIBLE TO USE THE GENERAL POWER OF COMPETENCE: 
Mrs Cornwell informed members that she had attended the relevant training regarding the General Power of Competence and stated that to be able to continue to use it, the Parish Council, after each Election must consist of Elected members and the Clerk must hold the CiLCA Qualification.

Mr Jordan confirmed that the Parish Council qualifies and proposed that the Parish Council is eligible to use the General Power of Competence, this was seconded by Mr Price with all members in favour.
5.  PRESENT: Mr D Price, Mr I Jordan, Mr J Smallwood, Mr M Narborough, Mr P Bland, Mr H Hofmeister, Mrs D Gotts, Mr A Evans, Mrs M Albinson, Mr S Wells, Mr S Scales, Mrs T L Cornwell (Parish Clerk) and Mrs M Kirby (Assistant Parish Clerk). 
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APOLOGIES: Mrs T Banks, Mr K Reynolds, Mr R Williamson and Borough Councillor Mrs E Nockolds

6. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING: – 9th April 2019, these were proposed as a correct record by Mr Jordan, seconded by Mr Narborough with all members in favour they were signed by the Chairman.

7. DECLARATION OF INTERESTS: – Mr Smallwood declared an interest as he is an Allotment Tenant.

8. QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC: – None present
9. REPORTS FROM THE BOROUGH AND COUNTY COUNCILLORS: 

Borough Councillor Nockolds:  No Report
County Councillor Eyre:  No Report 
10.  REPORTS FROM THE COMMITTEES:
Assets 
Mr Narborough confirmed that no Assets Committee meeting had been held since the last meeting however, wished to raise one item regarding the Village Hall Extension which had been discussed the previous evening at the Planning Committee Meeting.

Village Hall – Storage Extension Update:  Mr Narborough spoke regarding the Village Hall Extension and explained that a further quote had now been received to produce the Groundworks Report, it was said that one quote had already been received for £2,500 and a more recent quote from James & Milton Drilling Limited has been received for £999.00

It was explained that both Mrs Cornwell and Mr Jordan had been through the quotes and were confident that they were to the same specification.

Mr Narborough proposed that the Parish Council should ask James & Milton Drilling Limited to produce the Groundworks Report, this was seconded by Mr Jordan with all members in favour.

Mr Narborough confirmed that the next Assets Committee meeting is scheduled for Wednesday 5th June 2019.
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Finance
Mr Jordan informed members that the next Finance Committee Meeting is scheduled for Thursday 4th July 2019 however, said that there were one or two items to go through.
Mr Jordan advised members that Mrs Liz Manning the Internal Auditor had carried out the Internal Audit and had provided the Parish Council with a very nice complimentary letter.  Mrs Cornwell read out the letter.

Mr Narborough proposed a vote of thanks to Mr Jordan, Mrs Cornwell and Mrs Kirby for keeping the Parish Council’s Financial records in good order.

End of Year Return: Mrs Cornwell referred members to Section 2 of the Annual Return – Annual governance statement and asked all Parish Councillors to answer yes or no to the nine questions which she read out.  After giving a yes answer to questions 1 to 8 with question 9 not applicable this section was signed by the Parish Council Chairman and the Clerk. Accounting Statements for 2018/2019 were also approved and signed.

Mrs Cornwell confirmed that all the information would now be sent to the External Auditors, PKF Littlejohn.

Bank Statements and Bank Reconciliation:  Mrs Cornwell reminded members that it is necessary/good practice to have the Bank Statements and Bank Reconciliation checked and initialled at the monthly Parish Council Meetings where all Parish Councillors were present.

Mrs Cornwell provided Mr Price with the Bank Statements for April 2019 and explained the Bank Balance, the total of Unpresented Cheques and the Balance of the Current Account and Treasury Deposit Account.  These amounts altogether correspond with amounts in the Cashbook.

Once Mr Price was happy that everything balanced, he and Mr Jordan, the Chairman of the Finance Committee initialled the Bank Statements. 
Replacement Laptops for Mrs Cornwell & Mrs Kirby: Mr Jordan explained that following the recent News Reports regarding WhatsApp and the hacking of software, it has become apparent that both Mrs Cornwell and Mrs Kirby’s Acer laptops and the Finance Computer are using Windows 7 which from January 2020 will no longer be able to be backed up.
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He explained that both laptops and the Finance Computer need to be upgraded to Windows 10 as soon as possible and explained that a quote has already been obtained from ECS Computers Ltd to purchase and set up two laptops and Computer with the necessary backup systems for a Total cost of £1,800.00.
Mr Jordan confirmed that funding for the new laptops has already been set aside within the Budget.

After brief discussion, Mr Jordan proposed that the Parish Council should purchase two new Laptops and a Finance Computer with set up at a Total cost of £1,800, this was seconded by Mr Narborough with all members in favour.
Planning  

Mr Bland confirmed that everything was as per the circulated minutes, he added that the Planning Committee has been actively objecting to proposals to build / extend properties into small areas. He said that it is important that such developments do not slip through as they contravene the South Wootton Neighbourhood Plan.
Bowbridge Development - Land on the West Side of Nursery Lane, South Wootton:  Mr Bland spoke regarding the land on the west side of Nursery Lane and confirmed that a Cruso & Wilkin sales board has been erected at the site advertising the land for sale, with outline Planning Permission for 125 dwellings.

Mrs Cornwell said that she would endeavour to contact Bowbridge to find out what the current situation is.

(Clerk’s Note: Following a telephone call with a Bowbridge representative, it has been confirmed that Bowbridge are a Land Promotion Company who have a Promotion Agreement with the landowners to sell the land on the open market.

The land now has Outline Planning Permission for 125 houses but if the new owners want to change or modify anything, they will need to go through the planning process again to change the number or any of the conditions made on the original application.

There is no set guide price for the sale of the land – they go by where the market deems it to be at the time of interest).

Planning Application - 16/02231/OM – Land West of Knights Hill: Mr Smallwood spoke regarding the Camland Planning Application for Knights Hill which had been refused by the Borough Council’s Planning Committee in March 2019 and asked if this land is not developed could a regime of tree planting take place.  It was felt that this would provide a good extension to Reffley Wood.
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Comment was made that the suggestion could be explored, however, it was felt that nothing could be done until a possible appeal is made, which may not be until September 2019.

One-Way System at Castle Rising:  Mr Smallwood spoke regarding the one-way system at Castle Rising and explained that on several occasions he had come across vehicles travelling in the wrong direction.

Members agreed that people visiting the area are possibly misreading the signage.

Mrs Cornwell said that she would report the issue to NCC Highways.
(Clerk’s Note: NCC Highways have been to the problem area and signage is already in place. The Highways Engineer visited the Dentist and various shops asking them to remind/display that on leaving the area a one-way system is in operation).
Policy
Accessibility Policy: Mr Smallwood spoke regarding the Accessibility Policy and explained that it needs to be placed onto the Parish Council’s Website in order to point users in the right direction as to how to access the various information.
Mrs Cornwell explained that the circulated Accessibility Policy has been provided by NALC and includes various links to assist users

After brief discussion, Mr Smallwood proposed that the Accessibility Policy should be placed onto the Parish Council’s Website, this was seconded by Mr Hofmeister with all members in favour.
11. REPORTS FROM OTHER COMMITTEES:

Infant School: – No Report
Junior School: - See attached 
Mr Price asked what the Staff think of the SAT’s Tests, it was said that recent research had questioned whether they are worth it.
Mr Scales said that he would raise the question with the teachers and let us know their thoughts.

Mr Narborough commented regarding parking at the schools and said that the problem is atrocious.
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Comment was made that parking at the schools has always been a problem, issues are also seen at North Wootton and Reffley Schools.

Mr Price said that in the future the Larkfleet Development may alleviate the situation at the Junior School with construction of a rear access point.   
Wootton Park: – Mrs Gotts confirmed that she had informed both Mrs Rachel Curtis (Secretary) and Mr Will Border (Chairman) that Mr John Marrow had kindly taken on the role of South Wootton Resident Representative. 
It was reported that the “200 Club” is doing well and now has 126 members paying £24 per annum, she said that the club is very supportive of Wootton Park and she urged members to have a go and join in.

South Wootton in Bloom: – Mrs Albinson spoke regarding the Spring Plant and Craft Fair event held on 11th May 2019 and was pleased to report that despite poor weather over £300.00 had been raised mainly from the tombola. 
Mrs Albinson said that she had visited the property owner of the Limes at Church Lane and had offered to tidy up the wooden planter at the front of their property, whilst she would have liked to see some sort of planting, the area has now been strimmed and is looking tidy.
Finally, it was said that an appointment is to be arranged with the Headteacher of the Junior School to talk about the Anglia in Bloom competition and to arrange a time for gardening with the children.

12. CORRESPONDENCE: – 
CPRE

   
Countryside Voice Magazine


     Info



Fieldwork Magazine




        “

Letter from Miss Lexi Nicol:  Mrs Cornwell read out a short letter received from Miss Lexi Nicol which explained that she is concerned regarding the amount of Litter within the Parish and had asked if the Parish Council would be willing to go out with the school children perhaps once a term to help Litter Pick.

Mrs Cornwell stated that she had contacted Mr Grimsby the Headteacher of North Wootton School to make him aware of Lexi’s concerns and she had also written to Lexi thanking her for her letter and stating that she would be in touch again once the Parish Council had discussed the matter.

Mr Jordan stated that Tesco Express staff carry out a Litter Pick of the St Augustine’s Way Shopping Area early in the mornings and residents also pick up Litter as and when it is seen.
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Mrs Cornwell suggested that members of the South Wootton in Bloom Team may wish to become involved, it was said that perhaps a Litter Pick competition could take place, with a prize or award for the person who collects the most Litter.
Mr Price spoke regarding the Junior School and said that a lot of Litter accumulates within the school grounds.

Mr Scales said that he would raise the issue with the school.

After discussion, Mrs Albinson said that she would take the suggestion back to the South Wootton in Bloom team to see what they think.

Newsletter:  Mr Price informed members that the June Newsletter is due, he said if anyone has anything that they would like to be included could they please let Mrs Cornwell know.
13. ACCOUNTS: –Agreed, as per circulated lists below, 

Voucher
Payee



Chq

Reason



Amount
No




No

13
Mrs E Manning

107546
Internal Audit Fees

200.00

14
MKM Building Supplies
107547
Allot Materials

  
  27.95

15
AMR



107548
VH Fire & Emerg Lights
245.16

16
Mrs M Albinson

107549
Parish Assembly Refresh
  90.43

17
K & M Lighting


107550
S/Lighting Meadow Road     1404.88

18
Zurich Municipal

107551
PC Insurance
         
          2644.27

19
NALC



107552
Annual Subs & Website
690.74

20
CGM



107553
W/P Play Equip Insp Fees
  60.00

21
Viking



107554
Stamps & stationery

277.47

22
BMAC Gdn Svs

107555
Bins/Litter/Cem/WP

395.00

23
Total Gas & Power

107556
S/Lighting Supply 

789.46

24
Total Gas & Power

107557
PO Electric


  41.77

25
Total Gas & Power

107558
VH Electric


164.69

26
Pattrick & Thompson

107559
Posts – Car Park
              24.48

27
Jet Reach


107560
Repairs WP Slide

  20.00

28
Mole Control


107561
Allots Pest Control

  54.00
29
HMRC



107562
Cont’b April


838.23

30
Prudential


107563
TC-AVC


  80.00

30A
Norfolk Pension Fund

D/D 25 April
Cont’b April


984.24

30B
Mrs T Cornwell

D/D 25 April
Salary April 
)

30C
Mrs M Kirby


D/D 25 April
Salary April
)
         2410.06

30D
W W Lucas


D/D 25 April
Wages April

)

30E
R J McIntyre


D/D 25 April
Salary – April

)

30F
A J Walker


D/D 25 April
Salary – April

)        1109.33

30G
J & J Tree Services

D/D 25 April
St Mary’s Root Removal
150.00
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Plus, Accounts received since circulated list:

31
 CGM Ltd


107564
Grass Cutting/Weed Spray     741.48
32 
 BMAC Garden Services
107565
Litter Bins/Wttn Pk Play Area 125.00
33
 BCKLWN


107566
KHill Residents Letter Print    462.00

34 
 PPG Arch Coatings

107567
Paint for Wttn Pk Pavilion       208.03

35
 Bright’s


107568
V/Hall Cleaning & Materials    508.51

36     
 ECS Computers Ltd

107569
Online Backup Email etc
  73.84

37 
 Jet Reach


107570
SWiB Bench&Sensory Slabs  265.00

38
 Cannon Hygiene

107571
Sanitary Bins – V/Hall

834.58

39 
 K & M Lighting 

107572
Street Lighting May 2019
454.37
40
 Tempo Time Credits

107573
Wootton Park


468.00

41
 Total Gas & Power

107574
Street Lighting Supply

705.74

42
 Total Gas & Power

107575
Electric V/Hall


120.36

43
 Total Gas & Power

107576
Electric P/Office

  36.80

Bank balances as at 30.4.2019
Community Account
      

     
       118,420.04
Step saver a/c
                 
      
                  0.00
Treasury Deposit                                                                             170,000.00
Total                                                                                              £288,420.04
There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 7.55pm.
14. CONFIDENTIAL MATTERS: (See attached)
15. NEXT MEETING: 7.00pm on Tuesday, 11th June 2019, in the Parish Council Meeting Room, South Wootton.
11th June 2019                                                                  

     Chairman
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