S O U T H  W O O T T O N  P A R I S H  C O U N C I L
Minutes of a Meeting held at 7pm on Tuesday, 14th January 2020 

In the Parish Council Meeting Room, Church Lane, South Wootton
1.  PRESENT: Mr D Price, Mr I Jordan, Mr A Evans, Mr M Narborough, Mr J Smallwood, Mr H Hofmeister, Mr P Bland, Mrs T Banks, Mrs M Albinson, Mr S Wells, Mr K Reynolds, Mr R Williamson, Mr S Scales, Mrs T L Cornwell (Parish Clerk) and Mrs M Kirby (Assistant Parish Clerk). 
Borough Councillor Mrs E Nockolds 
APOLOGIES: Mrs D Gotts and Borough Cllr Mr G Middleton. No apologies were recorded for County Cllr Mr S Eyre  
2. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING: – 10th December 2019, these were proposed as a correct record by Mr Smallwood, seconded by Mr Hofmeister with all members in favour they were signed by the Chairman.

3. DECLARATION OF INTERESTS: – Mr Smallwood and Mrs Banks declared an interest as they are Allotment Tenants.

4. QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC: – None
5. REPORTS FROM THE BOROUGH AND COUNTY COUNCILLORS: 

Borough Councillor Nockolds:  See attached Report
Cllr Nockolds stated that the Tourism Department are working towards the 2020/2021 holiday season updating printed marketing materials. She added that she would be attending a meeting the following day to look at ways of encouraging more visitors to the area.

She said that three workshops will be held in due course aimed at local businesses and ways in which they can promote tourism.

Cllr Nockolds stated that she would send an email to Mrs Cornwell providing details of the workshops which can be forwarded to local businesses.
County Councillor Eyre:  No Report 
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6.  REPORTS FROM THE COMMITTEES:
Assets 
Mr Narborough confirmed that no meeting had been held since the last Parish Council meeting, however, he wished to update members on one or two matters.

ASDA Driveway Road Surface:  Mr Narborough spoke regarding the driveway, on the east side of the Allotments and explained that following a suggestion from an Allotment Tenant he had been investigating the use of cockle shells as a possible cheaper alternative to scraping and levelling the driveway and the laying of plainings on the surface.

Mr Narborough stated that he had visited J & J Shellfish and John Lake Shellfish to make enquiries regarding obtaining cockle shells and the possible costs involved.

Mr Narborough explained that after discussion with a gentleman called Steve Williamson, it had been confirmed that cockle shells could be obtained at a cost of £100 per load (15 tonnes) it was suggested that approximately 4 to 5 loads would be sufficient for the job.

Concerns were raised that the use of cockle shells may attract rats, it was said that the Parish Council has resisted the use of cockle shells in the past, however, after investigation and speaking to Mr Williamson, it was confirmed that the shells are delivered empty and once laid and have been rained upon, any smell would disperse very quickly.

Mr Reynolds stated that whilst the rat man visits the Allotments regularly to fill the bait boxes, rats can still be seen at the Allotments. Comment was made that rats are also present at the ASDA supermarket, where they are attracted to and are visible at the bins.
Mrs Cornwell said that she would contact ASDA to make them aware of the situation.

(Clerk’s Note: Mrs Cornwell spoke to ASDA and was informed that the bait boxes are attended every month and serious reports are “red flagged” and reported to the store manager and Head Office immediately. There is no food left outside, warehouse doors etc are closed and they have no incidents reported).

Members agreed that Mrs Cornwell should continue to obtain quotes for the scraping and levelling of the driveway including the laying of plainings on the surface and that the situation regarding whether cockle shells is a more suitable alternative should be discussed by the Assets Committee at their next meeting in March.
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The Green – Pond: Mr Narborough spoke regarding the Pond and confirmed that the area has been flooded for approximately 2 to 3 weeks.
It was said that the main source of the problem is likely to be a blockage caused by roots from the trees which run along Nursery Lane which enter the drainage pipes.

It was confirmed that root cutting of the drainage pipes had not been carried out for possibly five years, however, SDS Drains are booked to visit the area to carry out a root cut tomorrow 15th January 2020, when it is hoped that the problem will be promptly resolved.

Members agreed that a root cut of the drainage pipes along Nursery Lane should be put on a 2 to 3-year schedule to alleviate the problem occurring in the future.

Mr Narborough stated that once the water has dispersed, the Parish Council may need to consider some type of road repairs to the track across the Green.

Mr Smallwood commented that there are many springs within the Parish and that the Water Table is particularly high at the moment.

Request to sow Wildflower Seed on the Green:  Mr Narborough spoke regarding the recently removed hedge at Nursery Close and stated that the resident had been in touch to enquire whether he can sow Wildflower Seed alongside his new fence on the Green.

Members discussed the situation at length, some felt that the sowing of Wildflower Seed along the fence line would enhance the Green and other members commented that encroachment on the Green should not be allowed.

After discussion, Mr Narborough proposed that the request should be refused and the area be returned to grass, this was seconded by Mr Smallwood, with five members in favour and eight members against, it was agreed that the resident be given authority to sow Wildflower seed along his fence line on the Green.

Village Hall - New Tables:  Mr Narborough confirmed that the new tables have now been delivered and are being used and are looking good.

Trade Bins – New slabs:  Mr Narborough confirmed that following advice from the Fire Risk Assessor, the work to increase the existing slab pad size to enable the Trade Bins to be moved further away from the Village Hall building is currently underway. The work should be complete in the next few days.
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New Window Blinds:  Mr Narborough spoke regarding the Village Hall curtains and stated that as these have become quite dated, Mrs Cornwell is currently in the process of obtaining quotes for new flame-resistant blackout roller blinds.

She stated that two quotes have already been received, one from Amaze Blinds and the other from Christyana Blinds.

Mrs Cornwell stated that she has a meeting with a man from Sunrise Blinds in the morning.

After discussion, Mr Scales proposed that the decision regarding the choice of blinds should be delegated to Mr Price, Mr Jordan, Mr Narborough and Mrs Cornwell, this was seconded by Mr Williamson with all members in favour.

New Cemetery Area – New West:  Mr Narborough informed members that the new Cemetery Area has been laid out for burials, with the first burial taking place on Thursday.

It was said that the New Cemetery area has been named “New West” and has been set out in quadrants (A, B, C and D) each quadrant will provide approximately 140 burial spaces.

Finance
Mr Jordan confirmed that a Finance Committee meeting had taken place on Wednesday 8th January 2020, the minutes of which had been circulated to all members.

He explained that all members of the Parish Council had been invited to attend the meeting when the three-quarter year accounts were looked at and the Budget was set.

The three-quarter year accounts: Mr Jordan referred to the minutes and asked members if they had any questions or comments to make, with no questions, Mr Jordan proposed that the Finances are a correct record of the three-quarter year accounts; this was seconded by Mr Smallwood with all members in favour.
The proposed Precept for 2020/2021:  Mr Jordan stated that during the Finance Committee meeting, members had looked at the Budget in depth going through each item on the Budget Monitoring sheets.

-143-

He asked if anyone had any questions or comments to make. With no questions, Mr Jordan proposed that the budget figure of £95,630 (An increase of £1,000 on this current year) be accepted, this was seconded by Mr Narborough, with all members in favour.

It was said that the increase of £1,000 will equate to an increase of 23p per “Band D” household per year.

Mr Narborough proposed a vote of thanks to Mr Jordan and Mrs Cornwell for doing a good job managing the Parish Councils finances.

To approve the following documents:
· SWPC Operational Risk Assessment 
· SWPC Financial Risk Assessment 
· Annual Review of the Effectiveness of Internal Control 
· Annual Review of the Effectiveness of Internal Audit 
Mr Jordan confirmed that the four documents listed above had been looked at during the Finance Committee Meeting.

He stated that two of the documents had no amendments and the other two had one or two minor amendments, with all members happy, Mr Jordan proposed that the Parish Council should adopt the SWPC Operational Risk Assessment, the SWPC Financial Risk Assessment, the Annual Review of the Effectiveness of Internal Control and the Annual Review of the Effectiveness of Internal Audit, this was seconded by Mr Hofmeister with all members in favour.
Bank Statements and Bank Reconciliation:  Mrs Cornwell reminded members that it is necessary/good practice to have the Bank Statements and Bank Reconciliation checked and initialled at the monthly Parish Council Meetings where all Parish Councillors were present.
Mrs Cornwell provided Mr Price with the Bank Statements for December 2019 and explained the Bank Balance, the total of Unpresented Cheques and the Balance of the Current Account and Treasury Deposit Account.  These amounts altogether correspond with amounts in the Cashbook.

Once Mr Price was happy that everything balanced, he and Mr Jordan, the Chairman of the Finance Committee initialled the Bank Statements. 
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Planning  
Mr Bland confirmed that no Planning Committee meetings had been held since the last full Parish Council meeting, however, asked if Mr Price could bring members up to date regarding the Knights Hill Planning Appeal.
Knight’s Hill Planning Appeal:  Mr Price confirmed that earlier in the day he had attended the Planning Appeal Inquiry at the Knights Hill Hotel, he said that the Inquiry had started today and would run for the first three days at the Knight’s Hill Hotel and the final day, Friday the 17th January 2020 at the Town Hall.
He said that he had felt that the lady Inspector was very good and efficient.

He explained that after the opening remarks, a speaker from the Borough Council, the County Council and Mr Derek Cooper from Castle Rising Parish Council were able to speak, after which time the Inspector enquired if anyone else had anything to say.

Anyone wishing to speak had given their name and each person was called to speak in order.

Mr Price stated that Mr Anthony Crean QC had spoken on behalf of the Appellant and it was felt that he had been quite aggressive in his manner to James Wild MP.
Mr Price provided a brief recap of the rest of the day and confirmed that Mr Evans and Mr Ben Coulson had spoken on behalf of Castle Rising Parish Council.

Members of the public were also given opportunity to speak.
Mr Price stated that Heritage and Planning matters would be discussed on Wednesday, Thursday, Section 106 would be discussed, with a site visit being carried out on Friday.

Mr Price informed members that Mr Tucker and Mr Evans were in the process of producing a joint statement regarding issues that they agree and disagree on for tomorrows session.

Cllr Nockolds stated that the Inspector has already been in the area for two days and has had a good look around the locality, she said that as well as travelling around, she had also spent time walking around the area and had spent time in Gaywood and Reffley and had visited the Dears Leap area.
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Parish Office - Extension Update: Mr Jordan spoke regarding the Parish Office Extension and confirmed that both the Planning and Building Regulations applications have now been submitted to the Borough Council for Planning Approval.

Policy   See Confidential Minutes
7. REPORTS FROM OTHER COMMITTEES:

Infant School: – No Report
Junior School: - See attached Report
Wootton Park: – No Report
South Wootton in Bloom: – No Report
8. CORRESPONDENCE: – 
Police


Crime Updates November 2019



PC
NHS


Winter Newsletter





Info
Traffic Orders
Temporary Traffic Order - Wootton Road

   “

Police


Drop in Sessions 2020




   “

Cllr E Nockolds
Nature Focused Workshops



   “
9. ACCOUNTS: –Agreed, as per circulated lists below, 

Voucher
Payee



Chq

Reason



Amount
No




No

232
GOPAK


107765
VH Tables + Trolleys            5480.28

233
Anglian Water


107766
Anglian Water


372.12

234
Mrs J Nicholls


107767
Bus Shelter Cleaning
 
  75.00

235
Mr Signs


107768
Various Signage

317.04

236
BMAC Gdn Svs

107769
Bins/Cem Work

280.00

237
Mole Control & Pest Svs
107770
Moles W/P


108.00

238
Anglian Water


107771
PO Water 


  42.49

239
Anglian Water


107772
Allots Water


  33.54

240
Jet Reach


107773
Remove & Install D/Bin
  70.00

241
ESPO



107774
VH Gas


104.57

242
Able Engineering

107775
New Bus Shelter                   6276.00

243
BCKLWN


107776
PO Extension Plans

949.00

244
HMRC



107777
Cont’b Dec


723.63

245
Prudential


107778
AVC – TC – 
Dec

  80.00
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245A
Norfolk Pension Fund

D/D 19 Dec
Cont’b –Dec
                        891.30

245B
Mrs T Cornwell

D/D 19 Dec
Salary & Exps – Dec BACS  )

245C
Mrs M Kirby


D/D 19 Dec
Salary – Dec - BACS  )         2384.79

245D
R McIntyre


D/D 19 Dec
Salary – Dec - BACS  )  

245E
A J Walker


D/D 19 Dec
Salary & Exps –Dec- BACS )

245F
D Philpot


D/D 19 Dec
Wages Dec -  BACS   )         1081.20


245G
Barclays


D/D 5 Dec
Account Charges
    
  31.45

245H
BT



D/D 30 Dec
Phone & Internet
            249.07

EXTRA ACCOUNTS FOR APPROVAL - at Parish Council Meeting on 14.1.2020:

246
The Play Insp Company
107779
Wootton Pk Annual Insp
270.00
247
NCC Safer Programme
107780
Annual Membership

  30.00 

248
Mr Bright’s


107781
V Hall December Cleaning     405.22

249  
ECS Ltd


107782
Online Backup & Internet 
140.64

250
K & M Lighting


107783
Street Lighting Maint

454.37

251
PPG Arch Coatings

107784
Paint & Materials Pavilion
234.10

Bank balances as at 31.12.2019
Community Account
      

     
         25,492.39
Step saver a/c
                 
      
                  0.00
Treasury Deposit                                                                             225,000.00
Total                                                                                              £250,492.39
There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.10pm.
10. NEXT MEETING: 7.00pm on Tuesday, 11th February 2020, in the Parish Council Meeting Room, South Wootton.
11. CONFIDENTIAL MATTERS:  See attached
11th February 2020                                                               

     Chairman
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