S O U T H  W O O T T O N  P A R I S H  C O U N C I L
Minutes of a Virtual Meeting of the Parish Council held at 7pm on Tuesday, 9th June 2020 

The Coronavirus Bill which was recently passed in Parliament formally removes the requirement for Parish Councils to hold their Annual Meeting and allow virtual meetings until May 2021 if necessary. The Parish Council will proceed with meetings in this way for the foreseeable future. It also allows the Chairman and Vice Chair of the Council and Committees to continue in office until May 2021. 

1.  PRESENT: Mr I Jordan, Mr S Wells, Mr S Scales, Mr H Hofmeister, Mrs T Banks, Mr A Evans, Mr M Narborough, Mrs M Albinson, Mrs T L Cornwell (Parish Clerk) and Mrs M Kirby (Assistant Parish Clerk). 
Borough Councillor Mrs E Nockolds

APOLOGIES: Mr D Price, Mr J Smallwood, Mrs D Gotts, Mr R Williamson, Mr K Reynolds, and Mr P Bland 
2. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING: – 12th May 2020, these were proposed as a correct record by Mr Jordan, seconded by Mr Scales with three abstentions all other members were in favour.

3. DECLARATION OF INTERESTS: – Mrs Banks declared an Interest as she is an Allotment Tenant.  Mr Bland, prior to the meeting had declared an Interest as he lives adjacent to the proposed Clayland Development site at Grimston Road.
4. QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC: – No residents had requested attendance or relayed questions via email or phone.
It was said that during this unpresented period of lockdown, if any member of the public has any questions, they would like to ask the Parish Council, they should email or call the office on KL 671692. All questions will be put forward to the Parish Council and a response will be sent to individuals and collated within the minutes. Members of the public can also request to attend the meeting virtually by requesting the link. Details can be found on the Parish Councils website.
5. REPORTS FROM THE BOROUGH AND COUNTY COUNCILLORS: 

Borough Councillor Nockolds:  See attached Report
Mrs Banks spoke briefly regarding the Future High Street Bid to Government and wished the Borough Council good luck with their bid. It was said that the grant requested, if successful, will help with the recovery and support the vibrancy and viability of Kings Lynn Town Centre.
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Members thanked Cllr Nockolds for keeping the Parish Council updated throughout this difficult time.

Borough Councillor Middleton:  No Report
Mrs Cornwell confirmed that if any Parish Councillors have any questions, they would like to direct to our Borough Councillors, please email them to the office and she will ensure that they are forwarded, and the replies collated within the minutes.

6.  REPORTS FROM THE COMMITTEES:
Assets 
Allotments - Update:  Mr Narborough confirmed that an Allotment Inspection had taken place on 26th May 2020, when things had been found to be generally good.

He went on to confirm that the delivery of cockle shells expected from Lynn Shellfish for the ASDA Driveway Road surface should be received this month.

Parish Office Extension: Mr Jordan spoke regarding the Parish Office Extension and confirmed that all members had seen a copy of his most recent report and the revised plan, drawn in red.

He explained that unfortunately the initial plans had been too ambitious and after investigation an indication of the final cost could be in the region of £200,000, therefore, as this is unaffordable and simply unjustifiable to residents a smaller affordable scheme should be considered.

 

Mr Jordan said that he had spent time looking at the existing floor plans prepared by Mr Sturgeon and had produced a draft design for an extension to the meeting room with a toilet and kitchen under a single height roof, built onto the side of the existing building.  

 

Mr Jordan referred to his draft plan and explained that both the toilet and kitchen  can be accessed via the extended Meeting Room and stated that they have been located on the outside wall, so that foul water can be piped alongside the wall to the existing drain which is situated in the gravel covered gulley alongside the car park, down to the mains in Church Lane. 
Mr Jordan confirmed that both Mrs Cornwell and Cllr Nockolds have made enquiries into the possibility of Grants to assist with the project, however, it has been confirmed that there are no grants available for extensions from the Borough Council. It was said that as the Parish Council is a precepting local authority, we do not meet eligibility for a grant.
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Mr Wells was concerned that the Parish Council may be settling for second best with a smaller scheme.

Mrs Cornwell stated that the Parish Council needs a larger space for its meetings.

Mr Jordan said that the Community Infrastructure Monies received has to be spent on a Community Asset and the Parish Office extension would fall under that category and would be of benefit to residents who attend our meetings or who may wish to hire the facilities.
Mr Hofmeister commented that the Parish Council simply cannot afford the initial scheme, therefore a smaller option should be considered. 

Mr Jordan explained that if the Parish Council is happy, Mr Sturgeon would be asked to submit amendments to the original plans and once approved by the Borough Councils Planning Department, the Parish Council would then advertise for people to tender for the work.
With all members happy with the revised plan, Mr Narborough proposed that the Parish Council proceeds with the smaller scheme as per Mr Jordan’s circulated plans, this was seconded by Mrs Albinson with all members in favour.

Mrs Cornwell explained that Mr Smallwood had contacted her to enquire about how the Village Hall roof repairs had been funded in the past.

Mr Jordan confirmed that a 3 Year Financial Advance from the Borough Council had been obtained to fund the works, essentially an interest free loan.
Village Hall Noticeboard:  Mrs Cornwell confirmed that she had chased up the delivery of the new Noticeboard, she said that a 50% deposit has been paid and that she is just awaiting a reply from the Company. 
Finance
Mr Jordan confirmed that all the relevant information had been sent to the External Auditors, PKF Littlejohn. It was explained that as the Parish Council expenditure was over £200,000 a few additional documents had to be sent. A reply from them is yet to be received.
Bank Statements and Bank Reconciliation:  Mrs Cornwell reminded members that it is necessary/good practice to have the Bank Statements and Bank Reconciliation checked and initialled at the monthly Parish Council Meetings where all Parish Councillors were present.
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Mrs Cornwell had provided Mr Jordan and Mr Price with the Bank Statements for May 2020 and explained the Bank Balance, the total of Unpresented Cheques and the Balance of the Current Account and Treasury Deposit Account.  These amounts altogether correspond with amounts in the Cashbook.

Mr Jordan was happy that everything balanced and being Chairman of the Finance Committee, he initialled the Bank Statements. 
Planning  
Mr Jordan confirmed that no meetings had been held since the last full Parish Council meeting, however, any Planning Applications received had been dealt with via email and Planning Reports of decisions had been circulated to all members, the Planning Committee will continue to report in this way during social distancing / lockdown.
(Clerk’s Note:  Application 20/00350/F – 36 The Birches, South Wootton – single storey side extension. This application will be considered by the Borough Council Planning Committee, formerly the DCB. For information, the Parish Council supported this Planning Application, it is only going to the Committee as the applicant is an employee of the Borough Council Planning Department).

20/00666/RMM - Reserved Matters Application for consent for all reserved matters following outline planning permission at Land Accesses between 144 and 150 Grimston Road, South Wootton
Mrs Cornwell confirmed that she had produced and circulated to all members a set of notes formulated from an amalgamation of all Parish Councillors comments regarding the Clayland Application.

She explained that she had a few minor amendments to make and a few typos had been noted.

It was said that the Parish Council preferred the use of “pantiles” on the roofs; that the word “affordable” should replace “social” and that Mr Smallwood had requested that what the properties are to be for, e.g. shared ownership, rent etc should be expanded.
Mr Jordan stated that from the comments it was clear that the Parish Council wished to object to the application and asked members if they had any other comments to make.

Mrs Banks enquired about Plot 49 and asked what external materials were being used as it was unclear from the plans.
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Mrs Cornwell looked at the plans and suggested that it may be a form of cladding, however, it was not particularly clear, and she would endeavour to find out. (Clerk’s Note: Mrs Cornwell emailed Kate Lawty – Case Officer and asked for clarification of the cladding/materials on Plot 49, Property type H14 and commented that Plot 22, Property type H18 shown on the plot schedule and materials specification as having an attached garage does not appear that this property has a garage at all).
After discussion, Mr Jordan proposed that with the amendments stated, the Parish Council should strongly object to the application, this was seconded by Mrs Banks with all members in favour.
Mrs Cornwell confirmed that she would send a copy of the objection comments to Cllr Nockolds for her information.

Mr Jordan asked if Cllr Nockolds would support the Parish Council on its objections, he said that during initial discussions with Clayland Developments they had shown the Parish Council a more attractive development that they had completed in Watton, however, this is not what has been proposed for South Wootton.

Cllr Nockolds stated that she would look at the Plans and the Parish Councils objections and let us know.
Highways:  Mrs Cornwell stated that she had received a telephone call from our Highways Engineer who had indicated that due to the Coronavirus situation and children returning to the local schools, the County Council may make Church Lane and Hall Lane into a one way system.
She explained that the County Council do not need to consult the Parish Council regarding the matter, and we have no say due to the urgency of the situation.

Policy   No Report
7. REPORTS FROM OTHER COMMITTEES:

Infant School: – Mr Jordan thanked Cllr Nockolds for her Infant School Report. (See attached)
Mrs Cornwell asked Cllr Nockolds how the school is coping under the current Coronavirus situation.
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Cllr Nockolds explained that at first staff members were concerned about returning to the setting, however, since then things have been going well, she said that the children have to stay in their “bubbles” each with one member of staff.  The children spend a lot of time outdoors and the school is doing well and is almost full to capacity.

Junior School: - See attached Report
Mr Scales stated that the Governing board had met two weeks ago and had decided that the school would be unable to allow Year 6 pupils back on 1st June, however, agreed to reopen to them from 15th June 2020.

He said that at present the school has 56 Key worker children attending across all year groups using 7 of the available 8 classrooms with a maximum 9 pupils in each class “bubble” to ensure social distancing.

Mr Evans stated that he had heard on the news that schools would not be reopening.

Mr Scales stated that because of the 2-metre Social Distancing rule this had proven difficult for some schools as they have been unable to fit the pupils in. He said that because of this, the Junior School is only able to accommodate a third of its pupils.
The school will close as normal for the summer.

Wootton Park: – No Report 
South Wootton in Bloom: – Mrs Albinson reported that the Flower Beds around the Village have been planted up by Mr Nolan Mills, however, the hanging baskets have not been done.
It was said that Mrs Banks has planted up one of the new Flower Beds at the junction of Rushmead Close and Avon Road.

Mr Wells commented that the Flower Beds at Oak Avenue were looking great, however, some areas of grass were looking in a poor state and need to be re-seeded.

Mrs Cornwell informed Mrs Albinson that the Parish Council has some topsoil available if the SWiB committee would like some to help with the work.
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8. CORRESPONDENCE: – As per circulated list, plus:
D Goddard

Letter of thanks for Donation re Knights Hill Appeal
     PC


Lord Howard

Letter of thanks for Donation re Knights Hill Appeal
       “
Correspondence from Mrs A (Resident) Mrs Cornwell informed members that a letter had been received from Mrs A (Resident) who wished to raise her concerns regarding the current Coronavirus situation.

Mrs A stated within her correspondence that she was very worried about the easing of the lockdown and had felt that more should be done regarding the testing of residents in South Wootton.

Mrs Cornwell explained that she had informed Mrs A that the Parish Council follows the guidelines set out by the Government.

Mr Jordan commented that the Parish Council has been very proactive regarding the Coronavirus situation and had made the decision to lockdown the Parish Council Office prior to instructions being received from the Government.

Information regarding the Coronavirus situation can be found on the Parish Council website and on the Parish Noticeboards.

9. ACCOUNTS: –Agreed, as per circulated list.
Voucher
Payee



Chq

Reason



Amount
No




No

26
CGM Limited


107877
W/P Play Equip Insp/Cut      1118.52

27
Anglian Water


107878
VH Water


  25.99

28
Anglian Water


107879
Allots Water


    2.85

29
Anglian Water


107880
PO Water


    5.07

30
ESPO



107881
VH Gas April


  45.81

31
Jaydee Living


107882
Pond Waste Bin

479.94

32
SLCC



107883
TC Membership

227.00

33
Total Gas & Power

107884
S/Lighting Supply – April
723.59

34
Total Gas & Power

107885
VH Electric


  68.71

35
Total Gas & Power

107886
PO Electric


  31.44

36
CRPC



107887
Donation – K/Hill
          1000.00

37
ECS Computers

107888
Toner Cartridges

618.60

38
Mrs Solomka


107889
VH Deposit Refund

200.00

39
Mrs Underwood

107890
VH Deposit Refund

  50.00

40
Lucy Gledhill


107891
VH Deposit Refund

110.00

41
Mrs Goodchild


107892
VH Deposit Refund

  75.00

42
Mrs Goodchild


107893
VH Deposit Refund

125.00

43
HMRC



107894
Cont’b May

            791.85
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43A
Prudential


BACS

AVC – TC – 
May
   
  80.00

43B
Norfolk Pension Fund

BACS 26 May Cont’b  - May
           

932.14

43C
Mrs T Cornwell

BACS 26 May Salary & Exps – May  )

43D
Mrs M Kirby


BACS 26 May Salary – May -  ) 
          2452.53

43E
R McIntyre


BACS 26 May  Salary & Exps – May  )  

43F
A J Walker


BACS 26 May Salary – May   )  

43G
D Philpot


BACS 26 May Salary - May )
      

43H
S Wightman


BACS 26 May Wages - May )                      1388.65

43I
BMAC Garden Services
BACS
26 May Bins/Litter etc

            365.00

Plus, Accounts received since circulated list:

44
Viking



107895
Stationery & Postage

262.15

45
Mole Control & Pest Services
107896
Pest Control Allotments
  54.00


46
K & M Lighting


107897
Street Lighting Maintenance
454.37

47
CGM Limited


107898
Wttn Pk Vertidrain/ Play Insp
600.00

48
ECS Computers

107899
Internet & Online Backup
185.76

Bank balances as at 29.5.2020
Community Account
      

     
         44,820.93
Step saver a/c
                 
      
                  0.00
Treasury Deposit                                                                             260,000.00
Total                                                                                              £304,820.93
Mr Jordan gave his thanks to Mrs Cornwell and Mrs Kirby for continuing to manage the Parish Office and carry out their duties during this difficult time.
10. CONFIDENTIAL MATTERS:  Nothing to Report
There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.00pm.
11. NEXT MEETING: 7.00pm on Tuesday, 14th July 2020, in the Parish Council Meeting Room, South Wootton.
14th July 2020                                                               

     Chairman
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