S O U T H  W O O T T O N  P A R I S H  C O U N C I L
Minutes of a Virtual Meeting of the Parish Council held at 7pm on Tuesday, 8th December 2020 

The Coronavirus Bill which was recently passed in Parliament formally removes the requirement for Parish Councils to hold their Annual Meeting and allow virtual meetings until May 2021 if necessary. The Parish Council will proceed with meetings in this way for the foreseeable future. It also allows the Chairman and Vice Chair of the Council and Committees to continue in office until May 2021. 

1.  PRESENT: Mr D Price, Mr I Jordan, Mr S Wells, Mr S Scales, Mr P Bland, Mrs T Banks, Mrs T L Cornwell (Parish Clerk) and Mrs M Kirby (Assistant Parish Clerk). 
Borough Councillors Mrs E Nockolds and Mr G Middleton

Public: Mrs T C

APOLOGIES: Mr J Smallwood, Mr M Narborough, Mr H Hofmeister, Mrs D Gotts, Mr R Williamson, Mr A Evans, Mrs M Albinson, and Mr K Reynolds
2. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING: – 10th November 2020, these were proposed as a correct record by Mr Jordan, seconded by Mr Bland with all members in favour.

3. DECLARATION OF INTERESTS: – None  
4. QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC: – Mr Price welcomed Mrs C to the evenings meeting and explained that she simply wished to observe proceedings. 
It was said that during this unpresented period of lockdown, if any member of the public has any questions, they would like to ask the Parish Council, they should email or call the office on KL 671692. All questions will be put forward to the Parish Council and a response will be sent to individuals and collated within the minutes. Members of the public can also request to attend the meeting virtually by requesting the link. Details can be found on the Parish Councils website.
5. REPORTS FROM THE BOROUGH AND COUNTY COUNCILLORS: 

Borough Councillor Nockolds:  See attached Report
Borough Councillor Middleton:  Cllr Middleton spoke regarding the County Council land situated behind the Junior School and explained that he had spoken to the Head of Property regarding the site.
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He stated that the County Council is looking for the site to be used for Education and Health purposes, possibly split into three parts, one for a School Scheme, another for a possible Adult Social Care Scheme and the third part for a possible Medical Centre.

As far as Cllr Middleton is aware, the land is not to be sold, however, he said that he would keep the Parish Council informed should anything change.

Mr Price thanked Cllr Middleton for the update.

County Councillor Report:  No Report
Mrs Cornwell reminded members that should they have any questions regarding Borough or County Council matters, they can email them to the office, and she will ensure that they are forwarded, and the replies collated within the minutes.

6.  REPORTS FROM THE COMMITTEES:
Assets 
Village Hall – Pre-School:  Mrs Cornwell spoke regarding the Village Hall and confirmed that the Pre-School have been granted exclusivity until the end of December 2020.  
She said that one Covid-19 case had been reported at the setting which had forced closure of the Pre-School for one and a half weeks and is due to reopen tomorrow 9th December 2020.

Mrs Cornwell suggested that in the current Coronavirus situation, it may be wise to extend the Pre-Schools exclusivity until the end of March 2021.

After brief discussion, Mr Jordan proposed that the Parish Council allow the Pre-School exclusive use of the Village Hall until the End of March 2021, this was seconded by Mr Scales with all members in favour. 
Mrs Cornwell was pleased to report that the Christmas decorations have been put up in the Village Hall and the children will be decorating an artificial Christmas tree.

Fire Risk Assessments:  Mrs Cornwell confirmed that the Fire Risk Assessments for the Village Hall and the Parish Office have been carried out and the subsequent reports have been received.

She added that following some work which had been undertaken since the assessments, everything this year looks to be fine.
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Entrance to the Allotments:  The previously agreed resurfacing works to the entrance of the Allotments is due to be completed tomorrow 9th December 2020.
Cemetery: Mrs Cornwell reported that the Cemetery Paths have all now been cleared and re-shingled and look amazing.
Several favourable comments have been received from visitors and CGM Ltd have done a great job.

Cemetery – Corner area:  Mrs Cornwell informed members that Helen the Gravedigger has kindly been and levelled the corner area of the Cemetery in preparation for Wildflower seeds to be sown.

After investigation by Nolan and Stella Mills, it has been agreed that the most cost-efficient option would be to plant a half moon shape with the Wildflower seeds and the remaining area sown with grass seed at a cost of approximately just over £100.00.

All members were happy.
Parish Office Door Shutter:  Mrs Cornwell reported that the new Parish Office Door Shutter has now been installed and is easy to use and working well.
Should a power cut occur the shutter can be opened by hand, Mr Bob McIntyre has a set of keys and he is now registered as number one on the Alarm Call list with Mrs Cornwell being second on call.

Parish Office Meeting Room Extension:  Mr Jordan was pleased to confirm that the Planning Permission for the Meeting Room Extension has now been approved by the Borough Council, the next stage is to apply for Building Regulations Consent.

Mr Matt Sturgeon has indicated that he will deal with this by the end of the week and draw up the necessary specification.

Parish Hedge Cutting:  Mrs Cornwell reported that CGM Ltd have been and cut all the Parish Council hedges and have carried out a good job.

Footpath from Nursery Close to Common Lane:  Mrs Cornwell referred to the circulated email received from Mrs Banks and explained that currently as there is no pavement between Nursery Close and Common Lane, pedestrians use for reasons of safety and convenience a muddy footpath which runs under the trees to access Common Lane.  
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Mrs Banks had suggested that possibly some CIL (Community Infrastructure Levy) Money could be used to create a Trod. 
Mr Jordan stated that the work could be simply carried out under routine maintenance without the need to use CIL money, however, felt that the idea would need a little bit of thought by Assets Committee members.

Mrs Cornwell stated that she would email members of the Assets Committee regarding the idea and gather their thoughts on what they would like to see.

All members were happy. 
Possible Budget Requests 2021/2022:  Mrs Cornwell explained that in January 2021, the budget will be looked at and the Precept set. She read out the circulated list of budget requests as listed below and asked that if anyone had anything to add, could they please let her know by the end of December.
Tree Surgery 




£2,000

Pond Track Repairs




£500

Common Lane Road Repairs


£500

St Mary’s Church Wall Repairs


£500

Parish Office / Village Hall Surveys

£750

Parish Office / Village Hall Fire Assessments 
£500

Replacement Litter Bins



£600

SWIB Grant





£500

Hedge Cutting 




£1,500

Track across the Green: Mr Jordan confirmed that following the last Parish Council meeting, a letter has been drafted and sent to the residents of Pleasant Holme, 3 The Green, reminding them of the situation regarding the vehicular access.
Meadow Road Tree:  Mr Price informed members that his wife Karin, is currently in the process of purchasing a tree for planting in the springtime at the Meadow Road green area.
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Finance
Mr Jordan confirmed that guidance for applying for the coming years precept has been received, he said that he feels that the budget will be about the same as for this year.  Any items for inclusion in the budget need to be passed to Mrs Cornwell, the budget request needs to be submitted by the end of January 2021 for payment in April.
Bank Statements and Bank Reconciliation:  Mrs Cornwell reminded members that it is necessary/good practice to have the Bank Statements and Bank Reconciliation checked and initialled at the monthly Parish Council Meetings where all Parish Councillors were present.
Mrs Cornwell had provided Mr Jordan, the Chairman of the Finance Committee and Mr Price with the Bank Statements for November 2020 and explained the Bank Balance, the total of Unpresented Cheques and the Balance of the Current Account and Treasury Deposit Account.  These amounts altogether correspond with amounts in the Cashbook.
Mr Jordan and Mr Price were happy that everything balanced, and they initialled the Bank Statements. 
Planning  
Planning Reports:  Mr Bland explained that all members had been provided with a copy of the recent Planning Reports with details of the various Applications and Decisions. He stated that Planning Applications continue to be dealt with by the Planning Committee via Email.

All members were happy.

Replacement Lighting Column at Avon Road:  Mrs Banks enquired about the replacement lighting column at Avon Road and asked when the work would be completed.

Mr Jordan referred to the Clerk’s Note within the November minutes and stated that K & M Lighting have confirmed that the lighting column has been installed and their engineer will install the LED lantern head shortly, UK Power Networks will be connecting the tails up on the 10/12/2020.
(Clerk’s Note: UK Power Networks did attend on the 10th December but were unable to carry out the work as they needed a crane lorry to support the old column as they dig round it, unfortunately the K & M Lighting lorry is off the road currently, once it is back and running, they will arrange with UK Power Networks to reattend. 
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Policy 
Mrs Cornwell informed members that the next meeting should be held on 3rd February 2021, when there will be some Policies and Risk Assessments to go through. However, all correspondence will be sent out to Committee Members and then discussed in full at the February full Parish Council meeting.
Copies of this year’s staff appraisal forms have been sent to everyone for completion, however, this will be a paper exercise this year unless there are any issues that arise which need discussing.

7. REPORTS FROM OTHER COMMITTEES:

Infant School: – See attached Report
Junior School: - Mr Scales reported that all is well at the school as they move towards Christmas, every effort is being made to make things as fun and enjoyable as possible.

The school will be holding a Christmas jumper day on the 11th December, with Christmas dinner planned for the 18th and the pupils will be able to watch a Pantomime on screens in their class bubble.

Parents evening has been held online.
Following Mrs Banks enquiry at the last meeting, Mr Scales informed members that the school can loan tablets to any pupils that may need them due to having to home learn due to isolating. 
So far, the school has had 54 pupils who have had to home learn due to isolation.
Mrs Banks asked if the school has received any Government help.

Mr Scales said that he would find out, however, confirmed that all the tablets purchased so far have come out of the school budget.
Wootton Park: – Mrs Cornwell referred to the circulated minutes and confirmed that she was the only representative from South Wootton in attendance at the meeting, however, she does not have any voting rights, therefore South Wootton has no say on matters that may arise. 

Comment was made that unfortunately both Mrs Gotts and Mr Williamson our South Wootton Parish Council representatives do not have adequate IT provision to attend the meetings.
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Members agreed that South Wootton should have representatives at the meetings and Mr Price asked if anyone would be prepared to volunteer to stand in during the absence of Mrs Gotts and Mr Williamson.

Mr Wells kindly volunteered to attend the meetings, and Mr Scales said that he would also happily attend if he is able to as he is already a Trustee for the Wootton Park Association.

Mrs Kirby said that she would contact Mrs Curtis, the Wootton Park secretary to let her know the situation and to find out if this is possible.

(Clerk’s Note: Mrs Curtis is liaising with the Charity Commission to find out if Mr Scales can be a South Wootton representative with voting rights if he is also a Trustee) 

It was confirmed that the next Wootton Park Association Meeting is due to be held on 26th January 2021.
South Wootton in Bloom: – Mrs Banks said that Mrs Albinson is hoping to hold a garden get together, details are yet to be confirmed.
All Committee members are staying as they are with Mrs Albinson remaining as Chairman.
Mr Mills is continuing to do his usual things around the Village and Mrs Price is continuing with work in the Churchyard Sensory Garden.

Mrs Banks said that she and Mrs Price will be looking after the flower beds at Avon Road and they will be planted with bulbs and Wildflowers.

Mr Price was pleased to report that the certificate received from the Royal Horticultural Society for the Churchyard has been framed and given to the Vicar.

8. CORRESPONDENCE: – As per circulated list, plus:
NALC 



December Bulletin



PC Email
NCC



Norfolk Coast Partnership Update

    “
Coastal Access – Hunstanton to Sutton Bridge:  Mrs Cornwell informed members that correspondence had been received from Natural England regarding their proposals for improved access to the coast from Hunstanton to Sutton Bridge.
It was explained that the information had been forwarded to Mr Evans to see if the Parish Council needs to respond.
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Mr Evans has confirmed that he has looked at the correspondence and as the Parish Council was not involved in the decision making of the costal path, there is no need to respond. 

Grass Verge at North Wootton School:  Mrs Cornwell informed members that an email had been received from Mr James Grimsby the Headteacher at North Wootton Academy, he wished to apologise about the state of the land outside of the school which has become quite muddy.

Mr Grimsby had explained that the situation has occurred as the area is being used as an essential access point to the school due to the Covid situation.

He has assured us that in the springtime and when hopefully the Covid situation has come to an end the children will re-seed the area.
 
9. ACCOUNTS: –Agreed, as per circulated list.
Voucher
Payee



Chq

Reason



Amount
No




No

161
CGM



108012
W/P Play Equip Insp
  
  60.00

162
Viking



108013
Stamps & Stationery

182.66

163
M C Nurse


108014
W/P downpipe/soakaway
864.00

164
ESPO



108015
VH Gas


  59.28

165
Total Gas & Power

108016
S/Lighting – Supply

759.80

166
Total Gas & Power

108017
PO Electric
- Oct

  54.49

167
Total Gas & Power

108018
VH Electric
- Oct

122.50

168
CGM



108019
Grass Cutting 


688.68

169
Mole Control & Pest Svs
108020
Allotments Pest Control
  54.00

170
Glasdon


108021
New Bin St Aug Bus Stop
155.78

171
Anglian Water


108022
Allots Water


329.98

172
AMR



108023
CCTV Download

102.00

173
Jet Reach


108024
Install Bin – St Augs

  25.00

174
CGM



108025
Hedge Cut Nursery Lan/Allot  756.00

175
Complete Garage Dr Svs
108026
PO Shutter

         1329.60

176
Mole Control & Pest Svs
108027
Allots Pest Control

  54.00

177
AMR



108028
VH Fire Alarm Call Out
102.00

178
HMRC



108029
Cont’b Nov

            823.80

178A
Norfolk Pension Fund

BACS 26 Nov Cont’b  - Nov


957.63

178B
Prudential


BACS
26 Nov  AVC – TC –Nov
   
  80.00

178C
Mrs T Cornwell

BACS 26 Nov Salary & Exps Nov)

178D
Mrs M Kirby


BACS 26 Nov Salary – Nov -  ) 
         2706.60

178E
R McIntyre


BACS 26 Nov Salary & Exps – Nov  )  

178F
D Philpot


BACS 26 Nov Salary - Nov)
      

178G
S Wightman


BACS 26 Nov Wages – Nov)                       1166.08

178H   BMAC Garden Svs

BACS
26 Nov Bins/Litter/Allots etc

470.00
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179
BCKLWN


108030
VH Premises Licence

180.00

180
K & M Lighting 

108031
S/Lighting Maint – Dec
454.37

181
CGM



108032
W/P Play Equip Insp/Nature
  90.00

182
Helen Palmer-Wright

108033
Levelling ground in Cem  
  80.00

Bank balances as at 30.11.2020
Community Account
     
                               50,752.91
Step saver a/c
                 
      
                  0.00
Treasury Deposit                                                                             205,000.00
Total                                                                                              £255,752.91
With one Confidential matter to discuss, Mr Price thanked Mrs C and Borough Councillors Mrs Nockolds and Mr Middleton for attending and they left the meeting.
10. CONFIDENTIAL MATTERS:  See attached
Mr Price closed the meeting by wishing all members a Happy Christmas and a better New Year.

Mr Jordan gave his thanks to Mrs Cornwell and Mrs Kirby for continuing to manage the Parish Office and carry out their duties during this difficult time. 

There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.00pm.
11. NEXT MEETING: 7.00pm on Tuesday, 12th January 2021, Virtual meeting.
12th January 2021                                                               

     Chairman
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