S O U T H  W O O T T O N  P A R I S H  C O U N C I L
Minutes of a Meeting held at 7pm on Tuesday, 9th April 2024 

In the Parish Office Meeting Room, Church Lane, South Wootton
TO RECORD THOSE PRESENT: Mr I Jordan (Chairman), Mr D Price, Mrs M Albinson, Mr P Bland, Mrs D Gotts, Mr A Evans, Mr A Porter, Mr S Wells, Mr M Narborough, Mr H Hofmeister, Mr S Scales, Mr R Williamson, Mrs T Banks, Mr D Goddard, Mrs T Cornwell (Parish Clerk) and Mrs M Kirby (Assistant Parish Clerk). 

Borough Councillor Mr R Coates

Mrs W B – Resident

Mrs A H – Resident (Late arrival)

Ms Sophie Swan and Mr Ian Hall – Anaerobic Digester
APOLOGIES: County Councillor Mr J Crofts 

2. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING: – 12th March 2024, these were proposed as a correct record by Mr Jordan, seconded by Mr Price with one abstention, all other members were in favour, and they were signed by the Chairman. 
3.  DECLARATION OF INTERESTS: – Mrs Banks declared an interest as she is an Allotment Tenant.
4.  QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC: – Mr Jordan welcomed Mrs B to the meeting and asked if she had anything she wished to say.

Mrs B enquired about the new Doctors Surgery on Edward Benefer Way and asked if a Bus Shelter would be installed. 

Mr Jordan stated that the matter was already in hand and explained that Mrs Cornwell had already met with the Bus Shelter manufacturers and was meeting with the Highways Engineer to discuss the situation in the morning.

Mrs B was happy with the response and had no further questions.

5. TO RECEIVE A PRESENTATION FROM SOPHIE SWAN – WITH REGARDS TO THE PROPOSED ANAEROBIC DIGESTER: Mr Jordan welcomed Ms Swan and Mr Hall to the meeting and confirmed that all members had received a copy of their presentation document.

He asked Ms Swan if she would give an outline of the proposals.
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Ms Swan explained that they are looking to construct an Anaerobic Digester adjacent to the existing site at Edward Benefer Way, she said that the site is located on a private access road (Kilham’s Way) which benefits from little to no through traffic and is surrounded by agricultural field land.

She explained that waste feedstock (slurry/liquid waste, waste fruit and vegetables or agricultural manures) will be sourced locally and the Anaerobic digestion (AD) process will break down the material to produce biogas mainly consisting of methane and carbon dioxide. Biogas is subsequently either used to run combined heat and power (CHP) generators to produce electricity and heat or upgraded to biomethane to be injected into the UK Gas Network or liquified for use as a sustainable vehicle fuel.

Ms Swan said that they have a passion for the industry and feel that they have the expertise, experience, and drive to create a successful renewable energy production site.
· Mr Jordan asked how many more vehicles would travel to the site per day.

Ms Swan stated that currently there are 30 vehicle movements per day, it is thought that the new project will increase this by an additional 17.

· Mr Price enquired about the typical composition of the Biomethane and commented that there would be small amounts of other gases present such as Hydrogen Sulphide which is poisonous. He asked what plans would be in place to make this safe.

Ms Swan stated that there will be lots of onsite testing and desulphurisation nets will be in place to capture these. In addition, additives such as Iron Hydroxide can be used as well as other methods.

· Mr Price asked about what noise and possible odour the Anaerobic Digester may cause.

Ms Swan stated that they are working with various consultants and are completing specialist environmental assessments regarding several matters including noise, odour, and ecology. She said that odour abatement systems will be in place as well as noise abatement / silencer containers.

She added that everything will be in place to meet permitting requirements.

· Mr Price stated that a new Medical Practice has just opened along Edward Benefer Way, he said that it will be nice to have no odours coming from the site.
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· Mr Evans was concerned that the westerly winds come straight into South Wootton.

Mr Hall said that the site is a waste application and will have to operate under a waste permit and strict guidelines. All treatments must meet strict standards and there will be spot checks and monitoring in place to ensure that things run correctly. 

· Mr Hofmeister commented that the digestate ends up in a storage lagoon.

Mr Hall provided an explanation of the Anaerobic Digester process and said that the storage lagoon which captures separated liquids is lined and covered with plastic, so everything is contained. He added that this liquid is spread onto the land as a natural fertilizer.
· Mrs Albinson asked if any byproducts would be released into South Wootton.

Ms Swan confirmed that they would not, it was also confirmed that there would be no discharge from the site into any water courses and rainwater which falls onto the site would be contained and used.
· Mr Goddard asked if they had any other plants locally.

Mr Hall said that personally they did not, however, similar plants are based in Beccles, Attleborough, and Wisbech.
· Mr Goddard suggested that Mrs Cornwell contact those local Councils and ask them if any problems have been experienced.

Mr Hall suggested that Attleborough is reasonably modern, about 18 months old, and would be a good comparison to theirs with a similar capacity. He stated that he may be able to organise a site visit if anyone was interested in attending.

(Clerk’s Note: Mrs Cornwell contacted Attleborough Town Council and the following response was received. “As far as we are aware we have not received any adverse comments regarding the Anaerobic Digester).

· Mr Goddard asked whether Ms Swan and Mr Hall were aware of all the housing developments locally and said that these will cause major traffic problems.

Ms Swan confirmed that there would only be an additional 17 vehicle movements per day, which would include all delivery vehicles travelling to and from the site and its staff.
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· Mr Goddard asked about possible expansion in the future.

Mr Hall said that Anaerobic Digesters are better placed locally to where needed, smaller and dotted about.

· Mrs Banks asked what size area is defined as local.

Ms Swan said that the waste feedstock will be sourced locally (within a 50-mile radius). Currently waste is either spread directly onto the land or is transported to other approved Anaerobic Digester sites in Essex, Hertfordshire, or Norfolk.

· Mr Jordan stated that he is familiar with the Anaerobic Digester plant at Taverham and said that there is no noise or odours produced there, he added that waste travels there by tractor and trailer and he hopes that this would reassure members that there are no issues there.

· Mr Bland asked if they already accept the Borough Councils Food Waste, he added that the Borough Council is currently having a big push on Food Waste because of the benefits which can be seen producing power in a green eco-friendly manner.

Mr Hall said that he thought that the Attleborough site takes the Borough Councils Food Waste, however, said that if their application is successful and the site is approved, they would be more than capable to take it.

· Mr Narborough asked what times of day the site would be operational.

Ms Swan said that the site would operate 24 hours per day, however, delivery vehicles would only be able to access the site between set hours, depending on the permit and planning constraints for example, Monday to Friday 8.00am until 5.00pm and Saturdays 7.00am until 1.00pm.
Ms Swan said that they are currently at the screening stage with the Borough Council. She explained that they are working with specialists regarding mitigating. Hopefully, the screening should be back next week.
· Mr Evans asked about Flood Risk and said that the area is quite low and is unable to be built on.
Mr Hall stated that flooding is another area being looked at, he referred members to the circulated presentation document and the proposed site layout and pointed out the 2-metre-high bund all around the site, he said that this should keep flood water out of the site.
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· Mr Goddard asked how many people would be employed on the site.

Ms Swan confirmed that the Anaerobic Digester is a simple system which runs by itself, therefore only 5 or 6 staff would be employed for general maintenance and tidying. 

With no other questions, Mr Hall said that he would try to organise a meeting for interested members to visit the Attleborough site.
Mr Jordan thanked Ms Swan and Mr Hall for attending and they left the meeting.

Mr Jordan asked all members to consider the information which had been presented and to email Mrs Cornwell as a matter of urgency confirming whether they are happy to support the application or not.

6. REPORTS FROM THE BOROUGH AND COUNTY COUNCILLORS: 

County Councillor Crofts: See attached circulated report.

Borough Councillor Bland: See attached circulated report.

Mr Bland said that he would make enquiries into where the Borough Councils Food Waste is sent for processing, and he will let us know at the next meeting.

With no questions, Mr Jordan thanked Mr Bland for his report.

Borough Councillor Coates:  Cllr Coates reported that he had experienced some difficulties awarding his Borough Councillor Fund this year, however, he had finally managed to give it away supporting the Picnic on the Park event with an £800.00 Grant and money to pay for the Priory Rotary plaque at the newly planted trees on the 9-acre field.

Cllr Coates reported that costs have been awarded against the Borough Council for the Old Rectory, Hall Lane, Planning Application which had been sent to the Secretary of State for appeal.

In addition, two further applications have also been sent for appeal – 

23/02265/F

Country House, 30A Low Road, South Wootton.

Detached Garage as Revised

-14-

23/00268/O

Land E of 55 To 65 Nursery Lane, South Wootton

Outline application with some matters reserved for erection of up to 4no Dwellings.
Cllr Coates spoke regarding the construction of the new Roundabout at Edward Benefer Way and informed members that the contractors had been limited to the days they could work, however, they are now working weekends and overnight to get the job complete.

Norfolk County Council have given authority for four overnight closures next week; however, it is thought that only two will be required.

With no questions, Mr Jordan thanked Cllr Coates for his report.

Borough Councillor Ring: No Report.
7. REPORTS FROM THE COMMITTEES:
Assets  

Mr Narborough confirmed that no meeting had been held however, he had a few items to mention.
Allotments:  The Water will be turned back on next week.

The Green and Open Spaces: The Green has had its first grass cut of the year last Wednesday. 
Replacement Post / Renovation of Village Sign:  Mr Narborough explained that he had met with Adam from Robert Fencing regarding the Village Sign and explained that due to the poor condition of the Brick plinth, the sign cannot be simply replaced.

It was said that two quotes had been obtained to rebuild the plinth with engineering bricks – one for £1,608.00 +VAT and another for £1,330.00 +VAT.

Mr Narborough said that with the cost of bricks as follows – Red Bricks 83p each, Blue Bricks £1.33 each and London Bricks at £1.57 each, the cost to rebuild the plinth seemed excessive.

Members agreed for Mrs Cornwell to make further investigations into the cost of the work.

All members were happy.
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Willow Tree on the East side of The Green:  Mrs Albinson asked why the Willow Tree on the east side of The Green had been cut back so harshly.

Mrs Cornwell explained that the grass cutting contractors were having difficulty cutting beneath the trees and subsequently the trees have been cut back.

(Clerk’s Note: Mrs Cornwell spoke to Peter Bourner and there was also a large amount of wind/storm damage that needed immediate attention).

Comment was made that the Willow Trees grow very quickly, and a good cut was required.
Common Lane Posts:  Mr Narborough reported that the replacement posts along Common Lane are yet to be installed.
Mrs Cornwell said that the ground has been too wet to carry out the work, it is thought that the work will be carried out in the next week or two.
Village Hall - New Foyer Flooring:  Mr Narborough reported that the new foyer flooring is being laid this week.

CCTV Security System / Fire & Intruder Alarms: Work to upgrade the CCTV System and installation of the Fire & Intruder Alarms has been carried out.
New Chairs:  Mr Narborough reported that the new chairs have been ordered and the old chairs have been successfully donated to various groups and Parish Councils.

Possibility of New Kitchen: Mr Narborough reported that he and Mrs Cornwell have a meeting with a Kitchen supplier on Thursday morning to look at the possibility of upgrading the Village Hall kitchen.

Parish Office - Interactive TV:  Mr Narborough was pleased to report that the new Interactive TV was installed earlier in the day and will prove to be a valuable asset to hirers who will be able to use it for remote training sessions, Teams meetings, group information discussions, presentations, and power points. 

The Parish Council will also benefit from it and will be able to use it for the display of planning applications, Teams Meetings, etc.
Grant Funded Cycle Storage:  Mrs Cornwell explained that some time ago, the Borough Council had contacted the Parish Council about some free Grant Funded Cycle Storage. At that time, we had filled out an expression of Interest form for three Cycle Racks, and this has since been accepted.
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Mrs Cornwell asked members if they were happy to proceed with the application and whether they were happy for her to sign the Grant Acceptance Form.

All members felt that the Cycle Racks would be a good idea and were happy for her to sign the Grant Acceptance Form.
Finance
Mr Scales confirmed that a meeting had been held on the 3rd April 2024, the minutes of which had been circulated to all members.

He explained that during the meeting the End of Year Accounts had been discussed and he asked if there were any questions.

With no questions, Mr Jordan proposed that the Finances are a correct record of the End of Year accounts; this was seconded by Mr Narborough with all members in favour.
Statement to the Annual Meeting 2024:  Mr Scales referred to the Statement to the Annual Meeting and explained that this had been prepared from the detailed Monitoring Sheets and would be provided to residents attending the Annual Parish Assembly. With all members happy, Mr Jordan proposed that the Statement be accepted, this was seconded by Mr Narborough with all members in favour.

Extension of the Street Lighting Contract: Mr Scales explained that members of the Finance Committee had also discussed the extension of the Street Lighting Contract and had felt that as K & M Lighting Services Ltd have always provided an excellent service, we should extend our contract with them.

Mr Jordan said that to extend the Contract for another 3 years before its expiry the cost would only slightly increase to £445.00 +VAT (An increase of about £29.22 per month - 7.5%).

With all members happy, Mr Jordan proposed that due to the excellent service we receive, the Parish Council should extend its contract with K & M Lighting Services Ltd at a cost of £445.00 +VAT, this was seconded by Mr Bland with all members in favour.

Mrs Cornwell confirmed that the Lighting Contract will be extended for a further three years. 
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Increase in Minimum Wage:  Mr Scales reported that the minimum wage has been increased from the expected £11.00 per hour to £11.44 per hour. It was said that the employee affected by this increase will now be paid an additional 44p per hour.
Bank Statements and Bank Reconciliation:  Mrs Cornwell reminded members that it is necessary/good practice to have the Bank Statements and Bank Reconciliation checked and initialled at the monthly Parish Council Meetings where all Parish Councillors were present.
Mr Jordan looked at the Bank Statements for March 2024, the Bank Balance, the total of Unpresented Cheques and the Balance of the Current Account and Treasury Deposit Account.  These amounts altogether corresponded with amounts in the Cashbook.

Once Mr Jordan was happy that everything balanced, he initialled the Bank Statements.
Mr Jordan stated that the Accounts are now ready for Internal Audit and will be delivered to Mrs Liz Manning in the next few days.

Planning  

Planning Reports:  Mr Bland explained that all members had been provided with copies of the recent Planning Reports with details of the various Applications and Decisions. He stated that Planning Applications continue to be dealt with by the Planning Committee via Email, unless a full meeting is called to allow members of the Public to attend, or a site visit is required.
Meeting regarding Speed and Traffic within the Woottons and Castle Rising: Mr Bland reported that a successful meeting had been held regarding Speed and Traffic in the Woottons and Castle Rising.

He explained that along with Councillors from the three Parish Councils, the Police, and residents had also been present.

A number of issues had been covered during the meeting including the possibility of setting up a Speed Watch Group.

Mr Bland explained that a further meeting will be set up in about four weeks’ time, subject to the attendance of the Highways Engineer, Mr Damien Jeffries.

Mr Jordan confirmed that Mrs Cornwell has retrieved the data from the SAM2 Camera to be provided at the meeting.
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Mr Narborough noted that the comment he had made regarding speeding along Castle Rising Road has been omitted from the minutes.

Mrs Banks stated that she had also circulated her thoughts regarding the use of Speed Bumps and Traffic Calming and said that she would be against this as they cause pollution and damage to vehicles.

She added that she would prefer to see painted speed limit roundels on the road which are effective elsewhere.

Mr Jordan said that he would ask Mr Jeffries if this was possible here.

Mr Hofmeister asked about the Speed Watch volunteers and enquired if they would have Speed Guns.

Mr Jordan explained that all of the volunteers would receive proper training, three volunteers would do it together at any one time, any instances of speeding will be sent to the Police and appropriate warning letters will be sent out.
Mr Williamson commented that the Speed Checks must be carried out at the right time of the day, and not when the roads are congested with school traffic.

Policy   
Mr Hofmeister confirmed that no meeting had been held since the last meeting.

8. REPORTS FROM OTHER COMMITTEES:

Infant School: – Mr Wells reported that over the holiday period, some asbestos has been removed from the building to allow for the installation of a new boiler.
With no questions, Mr Jordan thanked Mr Wells for his short report.

Junior School: - See attached Circulated Report. 
Mr Scales reported that following a complaint received regarding parking outside the school, he has plans to meet with a resident to discuss the situation.

He will report back next time. 

Mr Goddard asked whether volunteers could help manage the parking outside the schools.

Mr Jordan explained that this is not straight forward, he said that traffic orders would be required, and the schools would need to be onboard.
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Comment was made that in the future, Allison Homes have plans to create an additional six Car Parking spaces at the rear of the school, which may help to alleviate the problem a little.
With no questions, Mr Jordan thanked Mr Scales for his report.

Wootton Park: – Mrs Gotts informed members that no meeting had taken place, however, Mr Border has kindly provided her with an end of year report to read out at the Parish Assembly.

She stated that the Picnic on The Park event is scheduled to take place in June, it is hoped that the weather will be lovely.

Finally, Mrs Gotts spoke regarding the “200 Club” and urged members to join. The cost is £24 per annum paid by Standing Order, more than half of the monies are paid back to Prize Winners, and there are five prizes per month to be won.

South Wootton in Bloom: –Mrs Banks confirmed that a meeting had been held on 19th March 2024 and everything was as per the circulated minutes.

She added that Mr Richard High from Priory Rotary had been in touch regarding placing the plaque on the trees, she said that this should take place on the morning of Monday 15th April, should anyone wish to go along.

Finally, it was reported that Mrs Bharti Patel has been nominated for a Volunteer of the Year Award for everything that she does.

Members wished to pass on their Congratulations to Bharti and wish her every success.

Mrs Gotts asked whether South Wootton would be entering the Anglia in Bloom competition this year.

Mrs Banks explained that Mr Nolan Mills was attending a meeting to find out what categories were available to enter so that the matter can be discussed fully at the next SWiB meeting.

With no further questions, Mr Jordan thanked Mrs Banks for her report.
9. CORRESPONDENCE: – 
Transport East
Rural Connections Report



     Email PC
NCC


TRO Nursery Lane – Resurfacing



“

Transport East
Travel Survey





“
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Norfolk SLCC
“Great Collaboration”




Info

Bridge For Heroes
Female Veterans Event




  “

NCC


Norwich Western Link Update


      Email PC
10. ACCOUNTS: –Agreed, as per circulated list.

Voucher
Payee



Chq

Reason



Amount

No




No
223
TVF UK -Paramount

108808
Fire Extinguisher Service
446.83

224
ECS Computers

108809
New Finance printer
+ink
348.96

225
Brights



108810
VH Cleaning


329.86

226
Anglian Chemicals

108811
VH Materials


  50.75

227
Anglian Water


108812
VH Water 4/12-3/3

182.57

228
A10 Pest Control

108813
Pest Control Allots/Pond
108.00

229
AMR



108814
VH Fire Alarm
         
          7005.35

230
HMRC



108815
Cont’b – March
            964.09

230A
Norfolk Pension Fund

BACS 26 March Cont’b  - March
          1564.57

230B
Prudential


BACS
26 March AVC – TC –March

200.00

230C
Mrs T Cornwell

BACS 26 March Salary & Exps March)

230D
Mrs M Kirby


BACS 26 March Salary 
) 
          2959.55

230E
S Wightman


BACS 26 March Salary– March)      

230F
P Child



BACS 26 March Salary – March)
          1551.08

230G
V & J Knitwear

BACS 26 March – VH Materials

152.82

230 H 
BMAC Garden Svs

BACS 26 March – Various Jobs
  
365.00

Plus, Accounts received since circulated list:
1
CAN



108816
Subs



  20.00

2
BCKLWN


108817
Business Rates                    1299.81

3
ESPO



108818
VH Gas 


160.70

4
NALC



108819
Annual Subs-M/Ship
            849.54

5
NALC



108820
Website hosting fee

  70.00

6
Nurture Landscapes

108821
Grass Cutting
                      1249.20

7
Timber Services

108822
Lattice panels

            109.32

8
ECS



108823
Monthly Service charges  
209.94

9
Greenscape- C Eglan

108824
Tree Surgery


600.00

10
Magpie Security

108825
Padlocks W/P

              65.97

11
BCKLWN


108826
VH Trade Waste
          1266.20

12
BCKLWN


108827
Trade Waste/Recycling        1514.50

13
BCKLWN


108828 
Dog Waste collections          2477.08

14
ECS



108829
Toner/Ink


649.20

14A
K & M Lighting


 BACS
9/4
S/Lighting Maint – April
499.19

15
Glasdon UK


108830
Replacement Dog Bin
            285.00
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Bank balances as at 28.3.2024.
Community Account
      

                           28,215.84 
Business Premium Account                                                                              0.00
Treasury Deposit                                                                                    165,000.00          
Total                                                                                                     £193,215.84
Finally, Mr Jordan reminded members that the Parish Assembly will take place on Friday 12th April at 7pm.

Mr Price went on to explain that after twenty years as a Parish Councillor and Chairman and Vice Chairman, he had decided to stand down, he said that he would explain more at the Parish Assembly, however, wished to thank all members for their support over that time.

Mr Price said that the Parish Council had made great progress, and he would be finishing at the end of May 2024, with May being his last full Parish Council meeting.

Mr Jordan thanked Mr Price for his contribution to the Parish Council.
There being no further business Mr Jordan closed the meeting at 8.20pm.
11.  NEXT MEETING: 7.00pm on Tuesday, 14th May 2024, in the Parish Office Meeting Room, Church Lane, South Wootton.
Parish Assembly: 7.00pm on Friday 12th April 2024, in the Village Hall, Church Lane, South Wootton.

14th May 2024                                                               

                Chairman
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