S O U T H  W O O T T O N  P A R I S H  C O U N C I L

Minutes of an Assets Committee Meeting held at 7.00pm on 
Wednesday 5th June 2024 in the Parish Office Meeting Room. 
1. To Elect a Chairman for the ensuing year: Mrs Cornwell asked members for nominations for a Chairman for the ensuing year. Mr Goddard proposed that Mr Narborough continue in his role as Chairman of the Assets Committee, this was seconded by Mrs Gotts, there being no other nominations this was unanimously agreed.  
2. Present:  Mr M Narborough (Chairman), Mr H Hofmeister, Mr R Williamson Mrs M Albinson, Mrs D Gotts, Mrs T Banks, Mr D Goddard, Mrs T Cornwell (Clerk) and Mrs M Kirby (Assistant Clerk).  
Apologies:  Mr S Scales
3.  To confirm the Minutes of the last Meeting held on 6th March 2024:  Mr Hofmeister proposed that the minutes were a correct record of the meeting; this was seconded by Mrs Banks, with all members in favour, they were signed by the Chairman.    
4. To record declarations of any Interests, personal or prejudicial: Mrs Banks declared an interest as she is an Allotment Tenant.
5.  To receive questions from the Public:  None present.
6.  To discuss matters in relation to:

Allotments:  

Update:  Mr Narborough informed members that he had no particular update to report, it was said that currently there are four vacant plots and no one on the Waiting List.

Mrs Banks stated that generally the Allotments are looking quite untidy with long grass, she explained that the weather had not been helpful, and some tenants are struggling to manage their plots. 
Village Hall:  

Mr Narborough spoke regarding the Village Hall and said that there were a few items that need to be discussed. He said that a number of projects, however, have been completed since last time.

He said that the new chairs have been delivered and are in use, the new foyer flooring has been laid and is looking good, the Fire and Intruder Alarm Systems have been updated, the CCTV Camera System upgrade has taken place, and the Dusk till Dawn lights have also been fitted.

New Kitchen Quotes: Mr Narborough explained that the kitchen in the Village Hall is getting quite old and worn, and since the last meeting he and Mrs Cornwell had met with a kitchen designer from Howdens and a quote had been received to replace the kitchen. 
He said that there were three elements to discuss, the replacement kitchen units, the lighting which is currently obsolete old tubular lights and the replacement of the flooring.

Mr Narborough referred to the quote from Howdens for the replacement kitchen units and said that the figure of £10,296.56 including VAT, was for ready-made units, however, did not include the fitting.

Mr Goddard commented that as the Parish Council is spending public money, three quotes for the work should be obtained, he said that he would happily contact Howdens as he has an account there to see if he could get any leeway on the price.

Mrs Banks added that Wickes also provide a fabulous service, with ready-made units and they also provide their own fitter.

Comment was made that MKM Building Supplies also provide a superb range of fitted kitchens.

After further discussion, Members agreed that Mr Goddard should contact Howdens to see if he can obtain a better quote.

Mr Narborough commented that he didn’t really want to see the project held up as it was hoped that the units would be delivered in the last week of July ready for the work to take place during the School summer holidays.

Mr Hofmeister proposed that the Parish Council replaces the Village Hall kitchen, to be paid for from PC CIL funds, this was seconded by Mr Goddard with all members in favour.
Mr Narborough suggested that if the additional quotes are obtained, with a quote for fitting, then along with Mr Jordan (Chairman) and Mr Scales (Chairman of the Finance Committee) they can look at the figures and decide which company to proceed with.

All members were happy with that arrangement.
New Lighting for Foyer and Kitchen:  Mr Narborough explained that the current lighting in the kitchen and foyer is obsolete and needs upgrading, he said that Mrs Cornwell had contacted AMR Electrical for a quote to replace the lights.
Mr Narborough referred to the circulated quote and explained the two options for the foyer area.

After discussion of the quotes, Mr Narborough proposed that the Parish Council upgrade the Lighting to LED 30w 4000k light Panels at a cost of £443.80 (Kitchen) plus £534.50 (Foyer), to be paid for from PC CIL funds, this was seconded by Mrs Banks with all members in favour.  

New Flooring for Kitchen and Committee Room:  Mr Narborough explained that following the recent fitting of the foyer flooring, it was felt that the tired looking flooring in the Kitchen and the Committee Room should also be replaced to tie in and continue through.
It was said that the Parish Council had been very pleased with the recent work carried out by Bourne Carpets and Flooring and Mrs Cornwell had subsequently contacted them for a quote for the work.

Mrs Cornwell explained that the quote of £3,102.00 +VAT includes a discount of £218.00 if the flooring in both areas is replaced together.  
After discussion, Mrs Gotts proposed that the Parish Council should ask Bourne Carpets and Flooring to replace the flooring in the Kitchen and the Committee Room, to be paid for by PC CIL funds,  this was seconded by Mr Narborough with all members in favour.
Mr Goddard asked Mrs Cornwell to contact Bourne Carpets and Flooring to see if they would be willing to carry out the work for £3,000.00 +VAT.

(Clerk’s Note: Bourne Carpets and Flooring have agreed to amend the Quote to £3,000 if both areas are replaced at the same time).

New Fire Doors:  Mr Narborough explained that following the recent structural survey, it was found that the two external Fire Exit Doors were rotten and need replacing and a new Fire Door needs to be installed in the Kitchen.

It was said that three quotes for the work had been received as follows –

Gary Smith Carpentry - £1,520.00

J E Carpentry - £2,100.00 Inc VAT

Gary Daw - £1,885.00 +VAT

Members looked at the three quotes which varied very slightly and felt that disposal of the doors was not required.

After discussion, Mr Goddard proposed that the Parish Council ask Gary Smith Carpentry to carry out the work, this is also be paid for from PC CIL funds, this was seconded by Mrs Gotts with all members in favour.

Both Mr Goddard and Mr Narborough thanked Mrs Cornwell for the work involved in obtaining the quotes. 
Parish Office:

Microphone System:  Mrs Cornwell explained that prior to Mr Prices retirement from the Parish Council, he had asked if a microphone system, similar to what is used in the Borough Council Chambers could be investigated for use in the Meeting Room.

Mrs Cornwell explained that she had made some enquires and had found that to provide a press button, wireless system would cost £13,711.00 for eight units.

Members discussed the matter and felt that such a system was not required, that it was impersonal and there would be better ways to spend parishioners’ money.

The Green and Open Spaces:

9 Acre Field Extra Cutting:  Mrs Cornwell explained that following a request received from South Wootton in Bloom, she had made enquiries with Nurture Landscapes, into cutting an 18ft strip of grass alongside the avenue of trees and the area of grass at the newly planted copse at the 9 Acre Field.

She said that currently the whole field is cut annually in September, however, this would be an additional cut, perhaps once per month to make the trees stand out and look nice. She added that a quote had been received from Nurture Landscapes for £80.00 plus VAT per occasion.
Mrs Banks explained that a Parishioner had made the original request during the last Parish Assembly Meeting.

After discussion, Mr Hofmeister proposed that the Parish Council should ask Nurture to cut an 18ft strip of grass alongside the avenue of trees and the area of grass at the newly planted copse at the 9 Acre Field, once per month (seven occasions) on a one-year trial basis, this was seconded by Mrs Banks, with three members against, all other members were in favour.

Trees at the 9 Acre Field: Mrs Banks spoke regarding the trees which had been newly planted by the Priory Rotary Club at the 9-Acre Field and said that following reports at the last Parish Council meeting that they were looking very dry and in need of water, members of the Priory Rotary had been to investigate.

It was said that the trees look to be ok, however, members of the Priory Rotary will continue to monitor and keep an eye on the situation.

Cycle Racks:  Mrs Cornwell spoke regarding the 100% Grant Funded Cycle Racks and was pleased to report that three quotes had been received for 4 hoop racks as follows:

Glasdon UK Limited £705.00 +VAT

Cyclerax £750.00 +VAT, plus Delivery Charge

Broxap £800.00 +VAT, plus Delivery Charge
She stated that the Parish Council regularly use Glasdon UK Limited, and they provide a great service with no delivery charges. She added that their racks also come separately, so they can be split up and used as two smaller blocks.

It was said that once purchased the Cycle Racks could be sited, within the Village Hall vicinity, at the Pond area, at Wootton Park and possibly at the Allotments. It was said that the Cycle Racks will need placing on a hardstanding, possibly slabs, like the current Racks at Wootton Park.

After discussion, Mrs Gotts proposed that the Parish Council should purchase the Cycle Racks from Glasdon UK Limited, this was seconded by Mr Williamson with all members in favour.

Mrs Cornwell confirmed that once purchased, the costs will be claimed for from the Borough Council.

All members were happy.
Common Lane Posts:  Mr Narborough reported that work is ongoing to replace the Common Lane posts, it was said that the job is three quarters done and will be completed in due course.

(Clerk’s Note: This work will now be completed once the Cadent Gas works is completed).
Replacement Post / Renovation of Village Sign:  Mr Narborough explained that work to replace the Village Sign is still in hand, Builder B has been asked to carry out the work to rebuild the replacement Brick plinth, and the sign will be replaced in due course.

Cemetery:

St Mary’s Church Wall Repairs:  Mrs Cornwell explained that as usual a section of the Church Wall will be repaired again this year, she commented that if CIL Funds are available, in the future, the Parish Council could look at replacing the left hand side of the wall, she explained that this section and the piece which runs along the Cycle path is in a poor condition as it has no coping stones on the top.

She explained that a faculty would need to be obtained before work could take place and an experienced / specialist builder would need to carry out the work.

Mrs Cornwell stated that as far as she understood, the Church Wall and its Grounds, fall under the Parish Councils responsibility and the Church Building itself is the responsibility of the Church.

Common Lane Potholes:  Mr Hofmeister reported that a few small Potholes had started to form at Common Lane. He felt that it would be better to address the issue while they are still quite small.
All members were happy for Mrs Cornwell to contact Trevor Godfrey to carry out the work, it was said that there is money set aside in the budget to carry out the work.

CIL:  

Possible CIL Suggestions:  Mrs Cornwell circulated a list of CIL Suggestions previously put forward and asked members if they had any other items they wished to add.
She spoke regarding the enquiry made at the last Parish Council meeting for a Climbing Wall to be installed at the local schools and confirmed that after making enquiries with the CIL Officers at the Borough Council, she had found that CIL funds can be used for Education.
Mr Goddard suggested that the CIL Funds could be used for Bus Service provision.
Mrs Cornwell explained that four Bus Shelters have already been agreed (two at Low Road and two outside the new St James Medical Practice), in addition to this, there will be a further four located within the Allison Homes development which will be paid for by the Developers – plus an additional £30,000 to pay for their maintenance over the next ten years plus two Bus Stops within the Persimmon Homes site.

Mr Goddard asked whether CIL Funds could be used to prop up a Bus Service.

Mrs Cornwell said that she thought that this was a possibility.

Mrs Cornwell asked if there were any other CIL suggestions.

Members suggested some sort of Multi use Games Area with a Basketball hoop, Permanent Goal Posts at Wootton Park and perhaps Allotment provision for the Schools.
Mrs Cornwell made a note of the ideas and said that the schools, currently have Allotment provision, it was thought that the Infant School Allotment works quite well, however, in recent years due to lack of commitment mainly from the staff, the Junior School Allotment is not used.

Wootton Park:   
Update:  Mrs Gotts reported that a meeting had been held on Thursday 16th May 2024, the minutes of which had been circulated to all members.

She said that the Picnic on The Park event is scheduled to take place this Saturday 8th June, when it is hoped that there will be good weather.

SWiB:  
Update:  Mrs Banks reported that a meeting had taken place on Tuesday 21st May, the minutes of which had been circulated to all members.

She reported that work is currently taking place to clear and plant up the Meadow Road flowerbed, it was said that this had been badly damaged by contractors working in the area.

Planting of the Oak Avenue flowerbed has been put on hold due to a red-legged partridge nesting in the middle of the bed.

Mrs Banks spoke regarding the Avon Road / Rushmead Close flowerbed and explained that due to lack of interest and help from residents living nearby, it has been decided that this will be returned to grass.
Comment was made that the Wildflower strips are looking particularly good with many flowers yet to appear.

Grass Verges at Avon Road:  Comment was made that the damaged grass verges at Avon Road, have all been repaired and reinstated by residents and are looking good.

Finally, it was asked why a large mound of soil has been incorporated into the new Edward Benefer Way roundabout, it was said that it looks very unsightly covered in weeds and the purpose of it is unclear.
It was suggested that it may be for safety reasons, possibly a form of traffic calming.

(Clerk’s Note: The Bund area to the left as you travel towards town at the Allison Homes roundabout is for safety reasons and as per safety agreement. The area is not actually finished yet).

There being no other business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.10pm.

7. Next meeting: To be held on Wednesday 4th September 2024 at 7pm.
4th September 2024   





                Chairman                                                                                                          
