S O U T H  W O O T T O N  P A R I S H  C O U N C I L

Minutes of an Assets Committee Meeting held at 7.00pm on 
Wednesday 4th September 2024 in the Parish Office Meeting Room. 
1. Present:  Mr M Narborough (Chairman), Mr H Hofmeister, Mr R Williamson, Mrs M Albinson, Mrs D Gotts, Mrs T Banks, Mrs T Cornwell (Clerk) and Mrs M Kirby (Assistant Clerk). 
Mr Richard High (Priory Rotary) 
Apologies:  Mr S Scales and Mr D Goddard
2.  To confirm the Minutes of the last Meeting held on 5th June 2024:  Mr Narborough proposed that the minutes were a correct record of the meeting; this was seconded by Mr Hofmeister, with all members in favour, they were signed by the Chairman.    
3. To record declarations of any Interests, personal or prejudicial: Mrs Banks declared an interest as she is an Allotment Tenant.
4.  To receive questions from the Public:  Mr Narborough welcomed Mr High to the evenings meeting and confirmed that all members had seen a copy of the circulated proposals for a Wildflower Meadow at the 9-acre field.
Mr High thanked members for allowing him to attend and explained that the Priory Rotary had already carried out the planting of trees in two areas on the 9-acre field, firstly the avenue of trees alongside the new footpath and secondly the copse of trees in the south-east corner.
He said that it was felt that another environmentally friendly step would be to plant a perennial Wildflower Meadow.

He explained that it would be a two-year project with the result being a perennial Wildflower Meadow planted adjacent to the line of trees which were planted in December 2022.  
Mr High said that the trees are now well established and after consultation with Mr Mills from South Wootton in Bloom it is felt that this would be a good location.  
He said that the existing strips of Wildflowers along the cycle paths through Wootton Park are annual flowers, planted each year whereas this would be planted using perennial seeds which flower every year.  
Mr High referred to the circulated proposals and explained that there would have to be a fair amount of preparation to create the conditions in which the perennial Wildflowers will grow, but thereafter it will just need a low-level maintenance programme, the area being suggested would be about 20m x 4m between the trees and the footpath which runs from Nursery Lane towards Wootton Park.

The process would involve the following stages:

· Mark out the area with posts and wire and erect temporary notice to explain what is happening.

· Mow the grass very closely and remove cuttings to discourage growth and weaken the grass (Sept / Oct).  

· Scarify to loosen the topsoil and rake out dead growth (Sept / Oct)

· Sow Yellow Rattle grass which will help to reduce regrowth of existing grass (early Nov).

· Allow Yellow Rattle to grow and remove very invasive plants like thistles and ragwort. Yellow Rattle will flower early and mid-summer 2025)

· Cut back growth (Sept 2025)

· Sow perennial Wildflower seeds with sand (April 2026)

· Hope for germination and flowering (Summer 2026)

· Cut back annually in September.

Mr High stated that the estimated costs of the project are quite modest at a total of £290.00, including posts and wire for the boundary, the Yellow Rattle seed, the Wildflower seed and some sand. Possible funding sources would be via South Wootton in Bloom, Borough Council Grants and any shortfall would be paid from funds from the Priory Rotary.
Mrs Banks enquired whether Wildflower plugs would work better than seed.

Mr High stated that plugs would be more costly and would be more labour intensive to plant, it was felt that seeds would be better for the project and would take better in the ground.
Members discussed the proposals and generally felt that it was a wonderful idea and would make the area look lovely, Mrs Albinson proposed that the Priory Rotary go ahead with their proposals to plant a Perennial Wildflower Meadow at the 9-acre field, this was seconded by Mrs Gotts with all members in favour.

Mr High asked if anyone was interested in volunteering to help, just to let him know.

Mrs Albinson stated that a local gardener who has shown a recent interest in SWiB may like to be involved.

Mrs Banks asked if the Priory Rotary had any further plans or ideas for possible tree planting at the 9-acre field. 

Mr High said that there were currently no plans, however, it could be considered in the future. He added that the avenue of trees had been very successful, however, three out of the nine trees planted at the corner had failed, these will hopefully be replaced by the Nursery they were purchased from.

With no further questions and with Mr High happy with the outcome, he left the meeting.
5.  To discuss matters in relation to:

Allotments:  

Update:  Mr Narborough informed members that four loads of cockleshells have been delivered, most of which have been spread, the remaining heap in the Car Park near to the flat roof houses will be spread in the next few days.

Mrs Banks stated that the Manure / Wood Chippings Corral needs to be strimmed as grass is beginning to grow quite tall and the area looks untidy.

Mrs Cornwell said that she would remind Nurture Landscapes that these areas need cutting and will ask them to cut the area on their next visit.

Village Hall:  

Update: Mr Narborough spoke regarding the Village Hall and said that over the summer holidays things have been very busy, he said that a number of projects have been carried out including: 

· A complete Kitchen refurbishment.

· New lighting in the Kitchen, Committee Room, Toilets and Storage areas.

· New flooring in the Kitchen, Foyer, Committee Room and Toilets.

· New Ceiling in the Committee Room

Mrs Cornwell said that the Village Hall is looking really good but felt that the Bar area is letting it down and desperately needs updating, she said that the units, worktops and flooring have become well-worn and tired.  

Members discussed the situation and were all happy for Mrs Cornwell to make investigations and obtain quotes to upgrade the Bar area.
Mr Narborough said that along with Mrs Cornwell, he had spent a lot of time looking at Kitchens and organising for the work to be carried out. He wished to thank Mrs Cornwell and Mrs Kirby for their input and also Mr Wightman for working so hard organising things and for painting.

Bin Screen Project:  Mr Narborough thanked Mr Hofmeister for the circulated proposals he had produced regarding a possible project to screen the Bins at the Village Hall.
It was said that currently the Bins look unsightly and if they were screened, the area would be improved.

Members looked at the proposals and discussed them at length, it was said that the screens could be constructed from Cedar fence panels with gates installed at one end for easy access when emptying. It was said that the fencing would come up to the exact height of the Bins, so whilst screened could be easily accessed for depositing rubbish, the existing slab base area would also need to be levelled and re-laid.

Mr Narborough felt that he would like to look at the area with Mr Hofmeister and Mrs Cornwell to get a feel of the proposed layout and how it would work on the ground.

Mrs Cornwell said that she had spoken to Mr Jordan, and he was happy with the proposals, and said that the job should be done properly, and the work could be paid for from the Parish Council’s CIL funds.

After discussion, Mrs Banks proposed that in principle, and after further investigations, the Parish Council should go ahead with the Bin Screen project and the work be paid for from the Parish Councils CIL Funds, this was seconded by Mr Williamson with all members in favour.  
New Guttering Quotes: Mr Narborough explained that the Guttering at the Village Hall has become brittle and is beginning to leak, he said that Mrs Cornwell had kindly obtained three quotes to replace the Guttering as follows:

Dave Easy



£1,800.00
Curtis Home Improvements
£1,494.00 Inc VAT

L & O Windows


£2,250.00 Inc VAT

Members discussed all three quotes, and comment was made that Curtis Home Improvements had recently installed the Guttering for the Parish Office Extension.

With all members happy, Mr Narborough proposed that the Parish Council asks Curtis Home Improvements to replace the Village Hall Guttering at a cost of £1,494.00 Inc VAT, this was seconded by Mr Hofmeister with all members in favour.
New Entrance Doors:  Mrs Cornwell spoke regarding the Village Hall wooden entrance doors and enquired whether she could obtain quotes to replace these.

She explained that the doors are very old and have been painted and repainted several times and now look very chipped and untidy.

With all members happy, Mrs Cornwell said that she would enquire if the doors are Fire Doors and obtain the necessary quotes.

The Green and Open Spaces:

9-Acre Field Land Registry:  Mrs Cornwell was pleased to report that finally the documents are all in place and the 9-acre field has officially been transferred to the ownership of the Parish Council.

Members agreed that it had taken a long time but were pleased that the land is now officially ours.

9-Acre Field Grass Cutting: Mr Hofmeister commented regarding the 9-acre field and was pleased to say that the grass cutting beneath the newly planted trees looks lovely.

Mrs Cornwell stated that the grass cutting had been agreed by the Parish Council following a request received from South Wootton in Bloom and asked if members were happy for the grass cutting to carry on throughout the grass cutting season (March to November) on one occasion per month as this year was only a trial period.

After discussion, Mr Hofmeister proposed that the Parish Council should continue to cut an 18ft strip of grass alongside the avenue of trees and the area of grass at the newly planted copse at the 9-acre field, once per month during the grass cutting season (March to November), this was seconded by Mr Williamson with all members in favour.

It was confirmed that the whole field is cut annually in September.  

Cycle Racks - Update:  Mrs Cornwell spoke regarding the Grant Funded Cycle Racks and was pleased to report that these have been delivered and will be installed in the next week or two.

She said that once they are in place she will take some photos and claim the Grant money from the Borough Council.

All members were happy.

General Update - The Green: Mr Narborough reported that The Green is looking very nice with the grass being cut slightly shorter, he said that the operatives are doing a good job.

He added that the posts along Common Lane are all now in place, additional posts are being put in along Nursery Close and these will be completed in the next week or so.

Renovation of Village Sign:  Mr Narborough was pleased to report that the Village Sign is now back in place and is looking great.

Road Repairs:  Mr Narborough was pleased to report that the repairs to the road across The Green have also been done and are looking good.
Peafowl Referendum:  Mrs Cornwell explained that the results of the Peafowl Referendum have now been counted and a letter has subsequently been produced for circulation.
Comment was made that the response had been quite surprising, and residents have since been in touch to say that generally there a fewer of the birds around.

Members had felt that this may be due to residents feeding them less or the gamekeepers continued attempts to rehome more of the birds.

With all members happy, Mrs Gotts proposed that the Peafowl Referendum Results letter be circulated, this was seconded by Mrs Albinson, with all members in favour.
Members stated that whilst the Parish Council have decided to take no further action at the moment, it will continue to monitor the situation closely.
Cemetery:  
St Mary’s Church Wall Repairs:  Mr Narborough confirmed that work is currently taking place on the renovation of the Church Wall and the area completed so far is looking good, the work will continue along that section of wall up to the corner where the wall meets the Cycle path, then a discussion will take place regarding the next steps.

Mrs Cornwell confirmed that the cost of the work is being paid for via the Parish Council CIL funds

All members were happy.

CIL:  

Possible CIL Suggestions:  Mrs Banks enquired whether CIL funds could be used to purchase an industrial shredder for hire to residents wishing to dispose of large branches.

Members were concerned that this would have Health and Safety and Insurance implications.

Members did not wish to take the idea further.

Wootton Park:   
Update:  Mrs Gotts reported that a meeting had been held on Thursday 22nd August, the minutes of which are yet to be received.
She said that Mr Border the Chairman of the Wootton Park Committee intends to attend the next Parish Council meeting to discuss drainage issues at the Park and how the situation could be resolved.

Mr Hofmeister explained that Grant funding has already been secured for the majority of the work, however, there is a small shortfall in the funding to complete an additional section of the ditch.

Mrs Gotts said that hopefully, the minutes of the meeting will have been received and circulated to members by then, with further details of the shortfall and the amount of money that South Wootton Parish Council will be asked to contribute.

SWiB:  
Update:  Mrs Albinson confirmed that no meeting had been held, however, the next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday 17th September 2024.
There being no other business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 7.55pm.

6. Next meeting: To be held on Wednesday 4th December 2024 at 7pm.
4th December 2024   





                Chairman                                                                                                          
