S O U T H  W O O T T O N  P A R I S H  C O U N C I L
Minutes of a Meeting held at 7pm on Tuesday, 9th July 2024 

In the Parish Office Meeting Room, Church Lane, South Wootton
Fire Evacuation Procedure: Mrs Cornwell explained that in the event of a fire, everyone must leave the building immediately via the main Meeting Room entrance door as indicated. Alternative exits can be found through the Parish Office and at the rear of the Kitchen.

County Councillor Mr John Crofts:  Mr Jordan explained that prior to the evenings meeting, he would like to say a few words about our County Councillor, John Crofts, who suddenly and tragically died in his sleep during the night of Tuesday 18th June / Wednesday 19th June 2024 in Derbyshire, shortly after his 65th birthday.
Mr Jordan said that last month John attended our Parish Council meeting as he has done regularly since being elected in May 2023. He gave his report and pledged the sum of £3,000 to fund a Feasibility Study as regards alleged speeding in Castle Rising, North Wootton and South Wootton. When he left the meeting, he looked the picture of health as usual.
A few days later, John drove a School minibus to Derbyshire with a group of students from the Glebe House School at Hunstanton where he had been the Head until his retirement. On Tuesday evening, 18th June 2024, John went to bed but the following morning he did not get up. Enquiries revealed that overnight, John had passed away in his sleep – a huge shock to all involved.

John unfortunately lost his wife in 2018 and lived with his partner Karina at High Street, Ringstead. He was involved in many aspects of life, being a Governor of the Hunstanton Academy, an active Rotarian, a member of the local Liberal Democrats and an avid supporter of Kings Lynn Football Club, to name but a few of the many organisations with which he was associated.
John was a great supporter of South Wootton Parish Council and was always willing to assist whenever and wherever he could. He was held in high regard and was highly respected by the Parish Council, on behalf of which, Tracey has sent a card of condolence to John’s partner and family.

We understand that there will be a private family funeral, and then a public memorial service sometime in August. When the details are known, they will be circulated to you all, and whenever it is, I certainly intend to attend and represent the Parish Council.
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John will be sorely missed by us and all who knew him, and we should keep him in our thoughts. Thank you.

1. TO RECORD THOSE PRESENT: Mr I Jordan (Chairman), Mr S Scales, Mrs M Albinson, Mrs D Gotts, Mr S Wells, Mr M Narborough, Mr A Porter, Mr A Evans, Mrs T Banks, Mr H Hofmeister, Mr R Williamson, Mrs T Cornwell (Parish Clerk) and Mrs M Kirby (Assistant Parish Clerk). 

Borough Councillor Mr R Coates 

Mrs T C – Resident

Mr G M – Resident

Mr Paul Brand - Medcentres

APOLOGIES: Mr P Bland and Mr D Goddard
2. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING: – 11th June 2024, these were proposed as a correct record by Mr Jordan, seconded by Mr Wells with three abstentions, all other members were in favour, and they were signed by the Chairman. 
3.  DECLARATION OF INTERESTS: – Mrs Banks declared an interest as she is an Allotment Tenant.

4.  QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC: Mr M said that he wished to make a comment regarding the recent Planning Application for 12 Sandy Lane under the Planning heading on the Agenda.
5. TO RECEIVE A PRESENTATION FROM PAUL BRAND ASSOCIATE DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR REPRESENTING MEDCENTRES, REGARDING THE SPECIALIST OLDER PERSONS ACCOMMODATION (INDEPENDENT LIVING) NEXT TO THE ST JAMES MEDICAL PRACTICE:   Mr Jordan welcomed Mr Brand to the evenings meeting and confirmed that all members had received a copy of the Independent Living Project presentation.

Mr Brand thanked members for allowing him to attend the evenings meeting and explained that he had come along to make people aware of what is happening and to ask for the Parish Councils help in publicising an event scheduled for two weeks’ time in the Village Hall, when it is hoped that Medcentres can engage with the public about the project.

Mr Jordan suggested that an article about the event should be put in the local press (Your Local Paper and the Lynn News).

Mr Brand explained that the Independent Living Project Development Proposals are for the land adjacent to the new St James Medical Centre on Edward Benefer Way.
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He explained that also known as Extra Care or Housing with Care, Independent Living is the name adopted in Norfolk for specialist accommodation for people aged over 55 who require care and support to enable them to continue to live independently in their own homes.

Residents for the Independent Living rental properties are normally nominated by a panel made up representatives from the County Council and the Registered Provider operating the property, having first undergone a care needs assessment to establish the level of on-going support they will require to continue to live independently.
Mr Brand explained that Housing 21 are the UKs largest specialist provider of older persons accommodation with over 23,000 homes under management. As a not-for-profit organisation, they provide social rent and shared ownership accommodation and on-site daily care for some of the most vulnerable older people in our society.

Mr Brand stated that completed projects locally include Medical Centre’s in Wisbech, Burnham Market and Fakenham.

Mr Brand explained that the South Wootton site is adjacent to the new St James Medical Centre and is a development of 77 social rent apartments (1 and 2 bedroom) together with supporting communal spaces – a commercial kitchen, lounge/dining room, activity room, hairdressers, an assisted bathroom and a visitors’ suite so that people can visit and stay over.


The land and completed development will be owned and operated by Housing 21 and will benefit from their integrated housing and care model whereby they directly employ all housing and care staff working within the building.
Mr Brand explained that the proposed development responds to Norfolk County Council’s specialist housing strategy (latest updated June 2023) detailing the need for additional Independent Living accommodation provision across the whole of Norfolk.
He said that access to the site will be using the existing St James Medical Centre access, there will be 45 Car Parking Spaces allocated on site and each apartment will have its own access to outside space, be it a Patio or Balcony area.

Mr Brand referred to the circulated presentation and pointed out to members the Location Plan, the Site Layout, the Internal Layouts, the individual Apartment Layouts and the indicative Street Scene.
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He went on to provide an anticipated timeline for the Project as follows:
Feasibility and Planning pre-app consultation completed – April 2023
Planning Application Submission – July 2024
Planning Consent – November 2024
Detailed design and contractor mobilisation completed – February 2025
Start on Site – March 2025
Build period 24 months
Practical Completion – March 2027
Building Operational and ready to accept first residents – May 2027
Mr Brand asked members if they had any questions.
Mr Jordan enquired whether all of the apartments would be rented out.

· Mr Brand confirmed that they would be.

Mrs Banks asked what Medcentres role in the project would be. 

· Mr Brand stated that Medcentres will be responsible for taking the project through the Planning process, with an affiliated company carrying out the build.

Mr Narborough asked if like other Care Homes, there would be communal areas for people to meet.

· Mr Brand stated that people will be able to jointly use the kitchen and lounge spaces, there would also be an area where activities can take place and groups will be able to come into the centre and use the facilities with the residents.
Mrs Albinson enquired what area of land the site covers.

· Mr Brand said that the area is approximately five acres, and the accommodation will be spread over three storeys, with lifts to access the different floors and a west facing garden area.

Mrs Banks asked whether the patients will all be registered at the St James Medical Practice.

· Mr Brand said that the Medical Practice was aware that the accommodation was proposed as it had been indicated on the initial plans for the Medical Centre.

Mr Jordan asked whether there would be a Warden system in place.
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· Mr Brand confirmed that there would be, he added that the main premise is that people can live independently, but there will be housing and care staff on site during the day and two members of staff on site in the evenings.

With no other questions, Mr Brand provided a large scale set of the plans for people to look at.

Mr Jordan thanked Mr Brand for attending the meeting and confirmed that the Parish Council would happily place some posters advertising the event in its Noticeboards.
6.   REPORTS FROM THE BOROUGH AND COUNTY COUNCILLORS: 

Borough Councillor Bland: See attached circulated report.
Borough Councillor Coates:  Cllr Coates spoke regarding the latest round of Borough Council CIL Grants and said that applications for projects can now be submitted up to 31st July 2024.
He said that the Woottons Football Club hope to carry out a number of improvements and alterations to the Pavilion at Wootton Park and as he understood, they will be putting forward an application for funding.

Cllr Coates said that the Football Club is in a really great position to apply for funding, and he hopes that they will be successful.

He added that during his four-year term, he hopes to make various organisations aware of the CIL Grants available and hopes that projects in the Woottons will come forward and be successful.

Cllr Coates informed members that the Borough Council will be getting a new Chief Executive called Kate Blakemore, he said that she is coming to the Borough from East Suffolk, however, she knows the area as she formerly grew up in Dersingham. 

Cllr Coates said that he now sits on the Borough Council’s Planning Committee and said that he has been busy with appeals. He said that he had found it interesting that people can appeal against refusals at no cost.

He added that the Borough Council has to be careful that decisions to refuse are made correctly and that costs are not awarded against the Borough Council.
Borough Councillor Ring: No Report.
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7. REPORTS FROM THE COMMITTEES:
Assets
Mr Narborough confirmed that no meeting had been held, however, he had one or two items to mention.

Allotments: Mr Narborough confirmed that an inspection of the Allotments is due.
The Green and Open Spaces: Mr Narborough commented that The Green is looking well, he said that Mrs Cornwell had spoken to the Grass Cutting Contractors recently and improvements had been made.

Replacement Post / Renovation of Village Sign:  Mr Narborough was pleased to report that the Village Sign is now back in place and is looking good, he added that with some final brickwork to be carried out, the job will be complete.

It was said that the grass in the vicinity of the Village Sign / Near to the kissing gate had become overgrown and untidy.

Mrs Cornwell said that she could ask BMAC Garden Services to strim the area and ensure that the Grass Cutting Contractors are aware that a pathway should be cut around the edge close to the Low Road fence.

Village Hall - New Kitchen Quotes: Mr Narborough confirmed that three quotes to replace the kitchen are currently in the process of being obtained.

He explained that he and Mrs Cornwell have now met with Howdens, Wickes and MKM and their quotes will follow.
It was confirmed that once the quotes have been received, both Mr Narborough and Mrs Cornwell along with Mr Jordan (Chairman) and Mr Scales (Chairman of the Finance Committee) will look at the figures and decide which company to proceed with.

All members were happy with that arrangement.

It was said that it is hoped that the work to replace the Kitchen will take place at the end of July, with work to replace the flooring and lighting booked thereafter.

Thanks were given to Mr Narborough and Mrs Cornwell for the work involved with obtaining the quotes.
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Finance
Mr Scales confirmed that a meeting had been held on 3rd July 2024, the minutes of which had been circulated to all members.

First quarter year accounts: Mr Scales confirmed that members of the Finance Committee had each been provided with a detailed printout of the finances and had gone through each of the heading’s section by section.  
He explained that the figure in the spend column should be approximately a quarter of the Budget, however, the total spend for the first quarter was over at £48,568.42 against a budget of £121,565.00, as it includes several one-off items and items paid for using Parish Council CIL Funds. 

With all members happy and no questions, Mr Jordan proposed that the Finances are a correct record of the first quarter accounts; this was seconded by Mr Narborough with all members in favour.
Mrs Cornwell spoke briefly regarding the quotes for the Play Equipment project at Wootton Park and stated that she had not yet received a response from North Wootton Parish Council regarding a possible contribution towards the project, it was thought that they have a meeting later in the week.  
Wootton Park Finances:  Mr Scales referred to the minutes and explained that just recently the funds have dropped quite low mainly due to two invoices being paid, one for £360.00 for the drainage report and the other for £1,000.00 for Car Park repairs.

It was said that these two items had been paid for out of the Wootton Park account, however, should really have been paid for by both Parish Councils via the usual split (SWPC 67% & NWPC 33%) as they are for general running costs.

Mr Scales asked members if they were happy for the £1,360.00 to be transferred back into the Wootton Park account.

With all members happy, Mr Narborough proposed that the £1,360.00 should be transferred back to the Wootton Park Account, this was seconded by Mr Hofmeister with all members in favour.
Peafowl at Oak Avenue: Mr Scales spoke regarding the Peafowl at Oak Avenue and said that the situation had been discussed at length by the Finance Committee and whether money should be spent employing Sussanne from Peacocks UK to attempt to catch the birds.
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It was said that the cost would be £400 for the day plus mileage @ £156.00, plus the cost to hire the Heras Fencing.
Members also considered the idea of holding a Referendum regarding the Peafowl to find out the views of all residents once and for all.

Mrs Cornwell circulated a copy of a Referendum letter she had produced, and asked if members were happy for it to be distributed in the Oak Avenue area.

After discussion, members were generally happy for the letter to be distributed. It was agreed that one letter per household would be accepted, and all letters would need to include the residents name and address, or they would not be counted and included in the Referendum.

Mr Scales proposed that the Parish Council organises a Referendum regarding the Peafowl, this was seconded by Mr Narborough with one objection, all other members were in favour.

Mrs Cornwell asked if anyone could help with delivery of the Referendum letters, could they please collect a pack at the end of the meeting.
Replacement Solar Panel Inverters: Mr Scales explained that once again the Solar Panel inverters at the Village Hall have become damaged and need replacing, it was said that they have been repaired in the past, but now they are burnt right through.

A quote to replace the inverters had been received from 4Way Electrical Ltd at £1,424.35 +VAT, it was said that if the inverters are not working, there will be no income due from the Solar Panels.

After discussion, Mr Narborough proposed that the Parish Council ask 4Way Electrical Ltd to replace the Solar Panel inverters, this was seconded by Mr Scales, with Mr Jordan abstaining from the vote, all other members were in favour.
It was said that the cost of the work will be paid for by the Parish Council CIL Funds.

Solar Panel Bird Proofing:  Mrs Cornwell explained that pigeons nesting under the Solar Panels is causing a problem with mess and noise and could also be affecting the efficiency of the Panels.

She explained that she had obtained two quotes to install wire protection / proofing around the Solar Panels at both the Village Hall and the Parish Office.
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The quotes had been provided by A10 Pest Control and 4Way Electrical Ltd as follows:

A10 Pest Control - Including Scaffolding, Installation, and a 10-year guarantee, £850.00 +VAT for the Village Hall & £500.00 +VAT for the Parish Office.
4Way Electrical – Including Scaffolding, Installation, and a 10-year guarantee, 

£790.00 +VAT for the Village Hall & £470.00 +VAT for the Parish Office.

Members were happy that once the quotes are clarified, Mr Scales and Mr Narborough would decide which of the two companies to proceed with.

Again, the money for the work will come from the Parish Council CIL Funds.

Bank Statements and Bank Reconciliation:  Mrs Cornwell reminded members that it is necessary/good practice to have the Bank Statements and Bank Reconciliation checked and initialled at the monthly Parish Council Meetings where all Parish Councillors were present.
Mr Jordan looked at the Bank Statements for June 2024, the Bank Balance, the total of Unpresented Cheques and the Balance of the Current Account and Treasury Deposit Account.  These amounts altogether corresponded with amounts in the Cashbook.

Once Mr Jordan was happy that everything balanced, he and Mr Scales, the Chairman of the Finance Committee initialled the Bank Statements. 
Planning  

Planning Reports:  It was explained that all members had been provided with copies of the recent Planning Reports with details of the various Applications and Decisions and a copy of the minutes of a meeting held on 11th June 2024. It was said that Planning Applications continue to be dealt with by the Planning Committee via Email, unless a full meeting is called to allow members of the Public to attend, or a site visit is required.
Mr M (Resident) spoke regarding Planning Application number, 24/01073/O for 12 Sandy Lane, and wished to make a comment.
He noted that the more recent application, supersedes a previous application, and whilst he did not wish to object to it, he wanted to comment that he had found it disappointing that another property is being placed on a semi – rural road, doubling the density on the plot and impacting the amenity of the area.
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Mrs Cornwell explained that the Parish Council had objected to the original application due to its size, however, since that time, the size of the dwelling has been reduced and a new application has been submitted.

Mrs Cornwell explained that she had spoken to Mrs Osler the Case Officer earlier in the day to see what the Borough Council were thinking.
Mr Jordan commented that the Parish Council must have valid Planning reasons to object to Planning Applications as if an incorrect refusal is given, appeals could cost the Borough Council a lot of money.

Mr M (Resident) stated that he was grateful that the Parish Council had objected to the original application.

Mr Jordan thanked Mr M for making his comment.
Policy   
Mr Hofmeister confirmed that a Confidential meeting had been held on 26th June 2024, the minutes of which had been circulated to all members.

He added that these minutes would be discussed later under the Confidential Matters heading on the Agenda.

8. REPORTS FROM OTHER COMMITTEES:

Infant School: – No Report, Mr Wells explained that a meeting is scheduled for tomorrow evening and a report will be given next time.
Junior School: - See attached Report

Mr Scales stated that the Stage 2 SATs are out now, he said that he would obtain a copy and let the Parish Council have the information.

(Clerk’s Note: Results as below -

SATs results for 2023/24 are as follows:
Reading Exp 70 GD 27

Maths.    Exp 75 GD 20

GPS.      Exp 68 GD 22



Exp = Expected 
Writing    Exp 62 GD 2



GD = Greater Depth 
Comb.    Exp 55 GD 2



Comb = Combined 
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SATs results for 2022/23:
Reading.  Exp 63 GD 23

Maths.      Exp 71 GD 14

GPS.        Exp 64 GD 9

Writing.    Exp 54 GD 0

Comb.      Exp 46 GD 0

With no questions, Mr Jordan thanked Mr Scales for his circulated report.

Wootton Park: – Mrs Gotts confirmed that no meeting had been held, however, commented that there has been a problem with flooding and a lot of water in the area.
She stated that the “200 Club” is always looking for new members and anyone interested in joining should contact Mrs Cornwell at the Parish Office. There are now five prizes to be won per month and all the profits go back into the Park.

Comment was made that the Wildflower strips are looking good.
With no questions, Mr Jordan thanked Mrs Gotts for her report.
South Wootton in Bloom: – Mrs Albinson apologised that the minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 18th June 2024, had not yet been circulated, but reported that during the meeting, Mrs Banks had stepped down as Chairman and she had once again taken on the role.

Mrs Albinson stated that the Hanging Baskets, Barrier baskets and Roadside Beds are all looking good, however, more volunteers are needed to help with the work.

Comment was made that whilst the Parish Council is happy to assist with publicising for volunteers, the printing of 1,800 flyers for distributing to residents’ homes is not practical, however, the printing of some posters to display in the Noticeboards could be accommodated.  
Cllr Coates suggested that when the Peafowl Referendum letters are posted to residents at Oak Avenue, a few leaflets could be printed and dropped through the doors of nice gardens at the same time.
Mrs Albinson felt that this was a good idea.

Comment was made that a local gardener, has expressed an interest in joining, it is hoped that some younger volunteers may also wish to join.
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Mr Narborough spoke regarding the Cemetery banks and commented that this area has not been looked after and is untidy.

Mrs Cornwell stated that the Cemetery banks are cut twice a year as daffodils are planted there, comment was made that Wildflowers were not sown this time and the cutting of the banks is imminent.

Mr Jordan thanked Mrs Banks for her short report.

9. CORRESPONDENCE: – As per list.
Peafowl Letters:  Mrs Cornwell reported that since the initial Peafowl letter was sent out, three letters had been received from residents, she said of those, one has been against the Peafowl and the other two had been in favour of keeping them.
10. ACCOUNTS: –Agreed, as per circulated list (Signed by Mr Jordan, the Chairman).
Voucher
Payee



Chq

Reason



Amount

No




No
53
A10 Pest Control

Allots/Open Spaces



216.00

54
ESPO



VH Gas – May




105.71

54A
HMRC



BACS
27 June Cont’b – June
          1022.14

54B
Norfolk Pension Fund

BACS 27 June Cont’b - June
         
          1580.82

54C
Prudential


BACS
27 June AVC – TC - June

200.00

54D
Mrs T Cornwell

BACS 27 June Salary & Exps June)

54E
Mrs M Kirby


BACS 27 June Salary 
) 
          2966.10

54F
S Wightman


BACS 27 June Salary– June)      

54G
P Child



BACS 27 June Salary – June)
          1645.59

54H
 Peter Bourner


BACS 27 June – Tree Surgery
          1200.00

54J
K & M Lighting


BACS 27 June – Street Lighting Maint
534.25

54K    
ECS Computers

BACS 27 June – Monthly Charges/Ink
679.03

54L
Brights



BACS 27 June – VH Cleaning

362.69

54M
BMAC Garden Services
BACS 27 June – Various Jobs
  
275.00

54N
Barclays


D/D – A/C charges



  34.90

54O
BT



D/D – VH Wi-Fi



  42.00

54P 
EE



D/D - PO Dongle



  23.72

Plus, Accounts received since circulated list:
55
AMR



108870
VH Emerg Light Repairs
678.66
56
Glasdon


108871
Cycle Racks x3

846.00
57
Nurture Landscapes

108872
Grass Cutting

          1873.08
58
ESPO



108873
V Hall Materials

  44.34
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59
Total Energies


108874
Street Light Supply June      1554.43
60
Total Energies


108875
PO Electric June

  74.02
61
Total Energies


108876
Village Hall Electric
            207.96
Accounts List:  As per the new Financial Regulations, the Accounts List was checked and signed by the Parish Council Chairman. 
Bank balances as at 28.6.2024.
Community Account
      

                           27,576.46 
Business Premium Account                                                                              0.00
Treasury Deposit                                                                                    265,000.00          
Total                                                                                                     £292,576.46
There being no further business Mr Jordan closed the meeting at 7.55pm.
11. CONFIDENTIAL MATTERS: See attached
12. NEXT MEETING: 7.00pm on Tuesday, 10th September 2024, in the Parish Office Meeting Room, Church Lane, South Wootton.
10th September 2024                                                   

                Chairman
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