S O U T H  W O O T T O N  P A R I S H  C O U N C I L
Minutes of a Meeting held at 7pm on Tuesday, 12th November 2024 

In the Parish Office Meeting Room, Church Lane, South Wootton
1. TO RECORD THOSE PRESENT: Mr I Jordan (Chairman), Mr S Scales, Mrs M Albinson, Mrs D Gotts, Mr M Narborough, Mr S Wells, Mr D Goddard, Mrs T Banks, Mr H Hofmeister, Mrs T Carney, Mr R Williamson, Mr T Porter, Mrs T Cornwell (Parish Clerk) and Mrs M Kirby (Assistant Parish Clerk). 

Borough / County Councillor Mr S Ring

Mr & Mrs Border - NWPC & Wootton Park Association

APOLOGIES: Mr P Bland, Mr A Evans and Borough Cllr Coates.
2. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING: – 8th October 2024, these were proposed as a correct record by Mr Jordan, seconded by Mr Narborough with three abstentions, all other members were in favour, and they were signed by the Chairman. 
3.  DECLARATION OF INTERESTS: – Mrs Banks declared an interest as she is an Allotment Tenant.

4.  QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC: Mr Jordan welcomed Mr and Mrs Border to the meeting and asked if they had anything they wished to say.

Mr Border explained that they had simply come along to observe.

5. REPORTS FROM THE BOROUGH AND COUNTY COUNCILLORS: 

Borough / County Councillor Ring: Cllr Ring explained that from a County Council perspective, he had received a lot of feedback from a post he had placed on Facebook regarding the County Councils proposed changes to Grimston Road, as part of Norfolk County Council’s Bus Service Improvement Plan.
He explained that the proposal is to create a new Bus Lane and install new Bus Stops at Knight Hill and he has urged residents to put any comments on the appropriate Consultation form rather than just on social media.

Cllr Ring stated that he is due to attend a meeting with Grahame Bygrave, the Head of NCC Highways on Monday, when he intends to take back any comments about the proposals. 
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Cllr Ring spoke regarding other matters and said that he had attended meetings with members of Child Services and Adult Social Care, the County Council also has the responsibility for Federation Schools.

From a Borough Council perspective, things have been very busy with Alive West Norfolk moving back to the Borough, he added that capital programmes are also being looked at in the Lynnsport area, including a possible relocation of the St James Swimming Pool.
He said that there are processes which will need to be gone through to ensure that as many people as possible are consulted with.

In addition to this, the Oasis in Hunstanton is also being considered for a possible relocation, he said that this building is run down, leaking and needs renewing.

Cllr Ring stated that if anyone has any questions or issues, they should just email him as and when and he will endeavour to find out the answers,

Finally, he added that the Borough Councillors are all working well together and Cllr Brian Long, has been a breath of fresh air and has been very supportive.

Mr Jordan spoke regarding the County Councils proposed changes to Grimston Road and referred members to the circulated plan, he explained that the proposal is to widen Grimston Road in an eastbound direction to form a Bus Lane by taking out some of the County Council owned verge and to install two new Bus Stops and paths connecting the Farmers Public House and the Rising Lodge Farm Shop.
He added that the Bus Lane will continue up eastbound towards the Knights Hill Roundabout, with three new “No Right Turn” signs at Lodge Lane, Rising Lodge Farm Shop and the Farmers Public House. Mr Jordan explained the alternative routes that traffic would need to travel which would be using the existing Knight’s Hill Roundabout and the new Roundabout currently under construction.
Mrs Banks raised concerns regarding the proposed uncontrolled crossing point and said that she felt that the location as indicated on the plan would be dangerous. She added that she was unhappy that pedestrians would be expected to cross at a junction.

Mr Hofmeister enquired about when the proposed changes would be carried out.

Mr Jordan stated that work would likely commence after the new roundabout into the development has been constructed.
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Mr Wells stated that he couldn’t see how the road would warrant a Bus Lane at such a cost. 

Mrs Cornwell said that members need to bear in mind that an additional 650 properties are due to be built at Knights Hill with possibly around 1200 more vehicle movements per day, and whilst it may seem a lot of money, with the extra houses and additional traffic the proposed changes will be of benefit.
Mr Goddard commented that whilst he feels that the proposals are a good idea, placing an uncontrolled crossing point at a junction will be quite contentious. He suggested that it may be a good time to raise with the County Council the possibility of a Transport Hub.

Whilst this was a good idea, it was said that all the available land is privately owned, and the venture would be quite costly.
Mr Jordan added that he felt that the proposed changes would be a good idea and said that it would be nice if some, (3%) of the County Council’s nearly £50 million BSIP Government grant is spent in West Norfolk  

Cllr Ring stated that people need to find the positives in the proposals as we do not want to miss out on any funding for improvements.
Members generally felt that the proposals were a good idea, however, the uncontrolled crossing point may need more consideration to make it safer.

Mrs Banks asked if a footpath would run all the way up Grimston Road to the roundabout as part of the new development.

Mr Jordan confirmed that it would and that cyclists would also be accommodated.

Cllr Ring added that cyclists would also be able to use the new Bus Lane. 
Mr Wells enquired whether the three lanes could go right up to the roundabout, however, it was felt that this could be problematic with vehicles merging between the lanes.

After further discussion, Mr Jordan suggested that the Parish Council asks Cllr Ring to take back the following feedback to the County Council:

· The uncontrolled crossing point location is reconsidered.

· The possibility of three lanes all the way up to the roundabout is investigated.

(Clerk’s Note: Formal Consultation response also submitted on behalf of SWPC)

-125-

Mr Narborough spoke generally about the recent road closures locally and said that the signage has been very misleading to motorists.

Cllr Ring agreed and said that additional information on the signs may be of more help – for example stating which roads are closed.

He added that he would also take this issue back to the County Council and confirmed that Ling Common Road is due to reopen tomorrow evening (13th November 2024). 

Mr Jordan enquired about the cleaning of road signs and asked if there was a Policy to do this.

Mrs Cornwell explained that the Highways Rangers visit the area periodically and this is a job that they can do if requested, she added that issues such as this can also easily be reported on the Norfolk County Council Website “Report a Problem”.

It was said that the Highways Rangers work out of the Saddlebow Depot and can help with small jobs such as clearing mud off roads, potholes, hedge encroachments, and damaged/dirty signs. 

With no further questions, Mr Jordan thanked Cllr Ring for his report.

Borough Councillor Coates: No Report
Borough Councillor Bland: See attached circulated report.
6. REPORTS FROM THE COMMITTEES:
Assets
Mr Narborough confirmed that no meeting had been held since the last meeting, however, wished to update members regarding one or two matters.

Allotments: Mr Narborough informed members that he has now turned the water off for the winter months.

The Green: Mr Narborough reported that due to the mild weather, another grass cut of The Green is expected.

Mr Jordan passed on his thanks to Mr Narborough for kindly cutting back the hedge at the junction of Common Lane / Nursery Lane, he said that visibility here has been very much improved.
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Village Hall – Refurbishment of Bar Area:  Mr Narborough was pleased to report that the refurbishment of the Bar area was carried out in the October half term holidays and is looking great. The latex on the floor has been laid today and the new flooring will be completed tomorrow.

It was confirmed that the cost of the work will be paid for via the Parish Council CIL funds.

Cycle Racks - Update:  Mr Narborough spoke regarding the Grant Funded Cycle Racks and was pleased to report that these have now all been installed.

Replacement Doors:  Mrs Cornwell stated that the Fire Doors and Entrance Doors have also been replaced and are a great improvement.

Bin Screen Project: Mr Narborough reported that further to Mr Hofmeister’s suggestion of a possible project to screen the Bins at the Village Hall, additional enquires have been made and quotes have been obtained, this project will be discussed fully at the next Assets Committee meeting scheduled for 4th December 2024, with a recommendation being put forward to the full Parish Council.

Renovation of Church wall:  Mrs Cornwell stated that the renovation of the first section of the Church wall is very nearly complete and asked members if they wished for further renovations to take place.
It was explained that the first section included the outside face of the front wall, and the next section would be the inside.

Members felt that the renovations had been a good job and should continue; Mr Jordan proposed that Mr Wakefield be asked to carry on with the renovation of the inside of the front wall, this was seconded by Mr Scales, with all members in favour.
It was confirmed that the cost of the work will be paid for via the Parish Council CIL funds.

Drainage of The Green:  Mrs Banks explained that during the latest South Wootton In Bloom Meeting, the issue of drainage on The Green had been raised.

Members agreed that this matter should be discussed at the next Assets Committee meeting, however, it was said that there are several natural springs on The Green.

Drainage at the Allotments:  Mr Narborough said that following a recent visit to the Allotments, a tenant had also raised the issue of possible drainage there.
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Mr Narborough explained that this is a problem every winter and would come at a great cost to remedy.
Mrs Banks explained that lack of drainage causes huge problems, ruining crops and when it dries and the ground cracks, tenants cannot use their plots, leading to excessive weeds.

Mrs Cornwell stated that the soil contains a lot of clay which can cause the problem of excess water, however, members agreed that the matter of drainage should be discussed again.

Finance
Mr Scales confirmed that there had been no meeting held, however, stated that members should start thinking about items to be included within the budget.
He added that the Assets Committee will discuss Budget requests at their next meeting on 4th December 2024, and this will be put forward to the next Finance Committee meeting in January 2025.
Bank Statements and Bank Reconciliation:  Mrs Cornwell reminded members that it is necessary/good practice to have the Bank Statements and Bank Reconciliation checked and initialled at the monthly Parish Council Meetings where all Parish Councillors were present.
Mr Jordan and Mr Scales looked at the Bank Statements for October 2024, the Bank Balance, the total of Unpresented Cheques and the Balance of the Current Account and Treasury Deposit Account.  These amounts altogether corresponded with amounts in the Cashbook.

Once Mr Jordan and Mr Scales were happy that everything balanced, Mr Scales (Chairman of the Finance Committee) signed the Bank Statements and Mr Jordan (Chairman of the meeting) signed the Accounts sheet. 
Planning  

Planning Reports:  Mr Jordan explained that all members had been provided with copies of the recent Planning Reports with details of the various Applications and Decisions. It was said that Planning Applications continue to be dealt with by the Planning Committee via Email, unless a full meeting is called to allow members of the Public to attend, or a site visit is required.
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Mrs Cornwell reminded members of the Planning Committee that a response is required to Planning Application 24/01908/LDP for 52 Ullswater Avenue, she confirmed that this is for the Lawful Development Certificate to place a hard standing to support a mobile home.
There were no questions regarding Planning matters.

Policy   
Mr Hofmeister confirmed that a meeting had been held on 6th November 2024, when the following Policies had been looked at:
Annual Review of the Effectiveness of Internal Control: 

SWPC Compassionate Leave Policy (New) 

SWPC Emergency / Dependants Leave Policy (New) 

SWPC Bullying / Harassment & Sexual Harassment Policy (Amended) 

SWPC Sexual Harassment Risk Assessment (New) 
SWPC Action Plan 2024-2025
Mrs Cornwell confirmed that along with herself and Mrs Kirby, both Village Hall Caretakers, (Mr Wightman and Mr Child) and all members of the Parish Council have been provided with a copy of the SWPC Bullying / Harassment & Sexual Harassment Policy.

With all members happy with the documents, Mr Jordan proposed that the Parish Council should adopt all six documents on block; this was seconded by Mr Scales with all members in favour.
Mr Hofmeister informed members that a Confidential item regarding Staff Appraisals will be discussed under Agenda item 10, at the end of the meeting.
7. REPORTS FROM OTHER COMMITTEES:

South Wootton Federation: - Mr Scales reported that the schools have just returned after the October half term holidays and a Governors meeting is scheduled for two weeks’ time, a report of which will follow.

Wootton Park: – Mrs Gotts confirmed that a meeting had been held on 17th October 2024, the minutes of which had been circulated to all members.  

She confirmed that the new drainage ditch project is now complete, and drainage of the park has greatly improved. 
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The Football Club have been awarded Borough Council CIL funding to make improvements to the Pavillion, this will enable the Club to create a larger kitchen area, and hopefully open more often for refreshments thus creating a community space.
New Decking and Picnic tables have also been installed in front of the Pavilion building which look good and will be a great asset for people to sit on.

Mr Border reported that the tree near to the Small Children’s Play area which had recently been affected by storm damage is to have wooden tree art sculpted into the remaining section of trunk.

It was said that this had been given the go ahead and it will hopefully be an Owl looking at a mouse and a squirrel.

Members thought that this was a lovely idea.

Mrs Gotts stated that the “200 Club” is always looking for new members and anyone interested in joining should contact Mrs Cornwell at the Parish Office. There are now five prizes to be won per month and all the profits go back into the Park.

Finally, Mrs Cornwell addressed Mr Border and said that “If it wasn’t for what he does, the Park wouldn’t be what it is”. She said that amongst many other things, he instigated and managed the ditch drainage project, he is always mending Litter Bins and tightening screws. She said that he does so much and carries out such a fabulous job.

Members acknowledged Mr Borders efforts at Wootton Park and gave him a very well earned round of applause. 

South Wootton in Bloom: – Mrs Banks informed members that a meeting had been held on 15th October 2024, the minutes of which had been circulated to all members.

She explained that one or two issues had arisen during the meeting, but these are currently in hand and are being addressed by Mrs Cornwell.

It was said that during the meeting Mrs Bharti Patel had been appointed as the new Chairman, with Mrs Albinson as Vice Chairman and Mrs Banks as the Secretary.
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Mrs Banks was pleased to report that work on the new Perennial Wildflower strip at the 9-acre field had started with the planting of the yellow rattle seed; this work had been carried out by members of the Priory Rotary Club and pupils from North Wootton School. It was said that SWiB have agreed to help fund the project.

Mrs Albinson stated that SWiB is currently short of members, and should anyone wish to join and help out, they can get in touch with her, and they would be very welcome.

With no other questions or comments, Mr Jordan thanked Mrs Banks for her report.

8. CORRESPONDENCE: – As per list.
9. ACCOUNTS: – Agreed, as per circulated list (As per the new Financial Regulations, the Accounts List was checked and signed by Mr Jordan).
Voucher
Payee



Chq

Reason



Amount

No




No
94
TotalEnergies


108909 
PO Electric – Sept
  
 24.46

95
TotalEnergies


108910 
VH Electric – Sept
           223.92

96
TotalEnergies


108911 
S/Lighting Supply – July      1486.67

97
Viking



108912
Stationery
   
           236.06

98
ESPO



108913
VH Gas – Sept
   
 90.27

99
Street Master


108914
Bench Legs W/P
   
 90.00

100
Kelly Edwards


108915
VH Deposit Refund
   
 96.00

101
Clear Insurance

108916
Cyber Insurance
            405.25

102
ESPO



108917
VH Kettle & Toaster
            108.12

103
ESPO



108918
VH Cleaning Materials              63.96

103A
HMRC



BACS
29 Oct Cont’b – Oct

          1311.14

103B
Norfolk Pension Fund
  
BACS 29 Oct Cont’b  - Oct

          1800.95

103C
Prudential


BACS
29 Oct AVC – TC - Oct

250.00

103D
Mrs T Cornwell

BACS 29 Oct Salary & Exps Oct)

103E
Mrs M Kirby


BACS 29 Oct Salary 
) 
         
          3509.13

103F
S Wightman


BACS 29 Oct Salary– Oct)      

103G
P Child



BACS 29 Oct Salary – Oct)
                      1510.20

103H
Nurture Landscapes

BACS 29 Oct – Grass Cutting (lost Chq)     1977.30

103I
PJ Windows


BACS 29 Oct – Bus Shelter cleaning
            153.00

103J
ECS Computers

BACS 29 Oct – Monthly services/Toner
504.48

103K
K & M Lighting


BACS 29 Oct – S/Lighting Maint Oct    
534.25

103L
Brights



BACS 29 Oct – VH Cleaning/Materials
385.29

103M
BMAC Garden Svs

BACS 29 Oct– Various Jobs

            340.00

103N
M Fysh


BACS 29 Oct – Window Cleaning

  25.00
103O
Pat Wakefield


BACS 29 Oct – Church Wall repairs              896.33

103P   Nurture Landscapes

BACS 29 Oct – Weed Spraying

  73.80
-131-

Plus, Accounts received since circulated list: None
Bank balances as at 31.10.2024.
Community Account       

                                   207,363.86 
Business Premium Account                                                                              0.00
Treasury Deposit                                                                                    190,000.00          
Total                                                                                                     £397,363.86
There being no further business Mr Jordan closed the meeting at 8.00pm.
10. NEXT MEETING: 7.00pm on Tuesday, 10th December 2024, in the Parish Office Meeting Room, Church Lane, South Wootton.
10th December 2024                                                   

                Chairman
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