S O U T H  W O O T T O N  P A R I S H  C O U N C I L
Minutes of a Meeting held at 7pm on Tuesday, 11th February 2025 

In the Parish Office Meeting Room, Church Lane, South Wootton
Fire Evacuation Procedure: Mrs Cornwell explained that in the event of a fire, everyone must leave the building immediately via the main Meeting Room entrance door as indicated. Alternative exits can be found through the Parish Office and at the rear of the Kitchen.

1. TO RECORD THOSE PRESENT: Mr I Jordan (Chairman), Mr S Scales, Mr P Bland, Mrs M Albinson, Mrs D Gotts, Mr A Evans, Mr M Narborough, Mr S Wells, Mr D Goddard, Mrs T Banks, Mr H Hofmeister, Mrs T Carney, Mr R Williamson, Mr T Porter, Mrs T Cornwell (Parish Clerk) and Mrs M Kirby (Assistant Parish Clerk). 
Borough Cllr Mr R Coates
Public: Mr & Mrs Border - NWPC & Wootton Park Association 

APOLOGIES: Borough/County Councillor Mr S Ring

2. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING: – 14th January 2025, these were proposed as a correct record by Mr Jordan, seconded by Mr Hofmeister with two abstentions, all other members were in favour, and they were signed by the Chairman. 
3.  DECLARATION OF INTERESTS: – Mrs Banks declared an interest as she is an Allotment Tenant. 
4.  QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC: Mr Jordan welcomed Mr and Mrs Border to the meeting and asked if they had anything they wished to say.

Mr Border explained that they had simply come along to observe.

5. REPORTS FROM THE BOROUGH AND COUNTY COUNCILLORS: 

Borough/County Councillor Ring: Mrs Cornwell informed members that in his absence, Cllr Ring had kindly sent a report which had been circulated to all members.

(Clerk’s Note: It is likely that the County Elections in Norfolk will be held in 2028, not the one-year deferral. Also, Borough Councillors will likely serve one extra year).

With no questions or comments, Mr Jordan gave thanks for Cllr Ring’s comprehensive report.
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Borough Councillor Bland: Mr Bland explained that things at the Borough Council continue to be very busy, he explained that a special Full Council meeting is scheduled for this Thursday, 13th February, when the sole item on the Agenda, will be to discuss Unitary Authority business.

Mr Goddard asked whether members of the public would be able to view the meeting.

Mr Bland confirmed that yes, they would via YouTube.

Mr Bland stated that he had visited the Manager of Knights Hill Hotel, who had informed him that the construction of the new Bus Lane has been delayed until September 2025.

Mr Jordan explained that the new owners of the development site – Barratt Redrow have been in touch and once their team have reviewed and familiarised themselves with the projects programme, they will be in a position to introduce themselves to the Parish Council and share an updated timeline and possible start date.
Mrs Banks spoke regarding Cllr Ring’s Report and asked if Mr Bland could clarify the point made regarding the Cabinets recommendation on Councillor Allowances.  
It was said that the Council voted to largely agree with the Independent Review of allowances, with a few minor exceptions, and to reduce the ‘Public Service Discount’ from 20% to 55.  

Mrs Banks said that the point was unclear and confusing, it was suggested that the figure of 55 stated in the report could be a typo error.
(Clerk’s Note: The figure of 55 was a typo error and should have read 5%).

Mr Jordan added that the Parish Council does not accept Allowances.

With no other questions or comments, Mr Jordan thanked Mr Bland for his report.
Borough Councillor Coates: Cllr Coates said that he had nothing to report for South Wootton this time, however, stated that the matter of Local Government reorganisation is ongoing and currently nobody knows the outcome.
He commented that he would like to see Norfolk split into three areas, East Norfolk, West Norfolk and Norwich and added that the shape of Local Government in the future will be different to what it is now.
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Mr Jordan stated that the matter of Unitary Authorities had been raised in the past and explained that Parish Councils will remain unaffected. 

It was said that the Parish Council may be asked to take on additional services, however, this will come with extra funding.

Cllr Coates spoke regarding the Street Lighting within the Parish and wished to thank the Parish Council for making the decision to keep the lights on throughout the evening, he said that they benefit him personally and he’s sure that they benefit many others who are out and about during the evenings and early mornings.
Mrs Cornwell spoke regarding the Borough Council’s new E-Newsletter “Your News” and asked if our thanks could be passed on to the Borough Council. 

It was said that the Newsletter is very informative, keeping West Norfolk residents up to date with the latest news and information.

Mr Goddard stated that it is encouraging to see an extra level of local communication.
Mr Bland said that he would take our comments back to the Borough Council and thank them on our behalf.

With no other questions or comments, Mr Jordan thanked Cllr Coates for his report.
6. REPORTS FROM THE COMMITTEES:
Assets
Mr Narborough confirmed that no meeting had been held, however, he had several items to go through.
Allotments - Removal of Hedge: Mr Narborough spoke regarding the removal of the large ivy-covered hedge situated in the corner of the back boundary and explained that the work to remove this is now complete. The fencing will now be continued to the end corner to complete the job.

It was said that the hedge cutting along the back boundary has also been completed.
The Green and Open Spaces - New Trod Footpath (Meadow Road to Church Lane): Mr Narborough confirmed that Norfolk County Council have been asked to carry out this work, it will be completed in due course.  
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Village Hall - Bin Screen Project:  Mrs Cornwell stated that due to the cold weather the work on the Bin Screen project had been held up, however, work has now started and will be completed in due course.

Mrs Cornwell confirmed that the cost of the work will be paid for from the Parish Councils CIL Funds.
Village Hall Projector: Mr Narborough stated that Mr Robert Fuller has been asked to install the new Projector at the Village Hall, this will be done next week, during February half term.

Mrs Cornwell confirmed that the cost of the projector would be paid for from the Parish Councils CIL Funds.

The Green and Open Spaces - Pond Dredging:  Mr Narborough spoke regarding the possible dredging of the Pond and explained that he and Mrs Cornwell had met with two potential Contractors – Jex Plant UK Limited and ADC (East Anglia) Limited, it was said that one quote had already been received and the other will follow in due course.

Mrs Cornwell explained that investigations into the dredging of the Pond had already been investigated in 2018, when the Parish Council had paid ADC (East Anglia) Limited for a Contamination Report at that time, she was pleased to report that no contamination had been found.

Mr Jordan spoke regarding the quotations and commented that a further one will be required as per the Parish Council’s Financial Regulations.

Mrs Cornwell confirmed that she already had the name of another contractor in mind which she would be contacting in due course.
Mr Narborough went on to explain the dredging process and how the removed silt residue would be dealt with by placing it in a large hole on The Green, it would then be fenced off until it has dried and then it would be spread out over The Green and the surface reseeded.

Mr Wells raised concerns that the bird nesting season is fast approaching.

Mr Jordan said that it may have to be a project that is carried out in the Autumn.

Mrs Cornwell confirmed that if the project went ahead it would qualify for CIL funding.

New Seating on The Green:  Mr Narborough stated that the new seat for siting on The Green has been delivered and is ready to be installed by Mr Foreman.
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It was said that the seat would be located facing South and looking out over The Green.

Bus Shelters:  Mrs Cornwell confirmed that things are moving along nicely with the County Council happy with the suggested locations and the relevant licences received. 
A meeting with Ian from Able Engineering is due to take place next week to confirm the final requirements.

Mrs Banks enquired about the crossing point at Edward Benefer Way and explained that during a recent PPG meeting it was said that it would be a Pelican Crossing.

Mrs Cornwell said that she had not been notified, however, would endeavour to find out from the NCC Highways Engineer.

(Clerk’s Note: The crossing point will be situated at a location between the Doctors Surgery and the new Roundabout and will be a push button type, Pelican/Toucan Crossing).
With no other questions or comments, Mr Jordan thanked Mr Narborough for his report.

Finance
Mr Jordan confirmed that there had been no meeting held, the next meeting is scheduled for Thursday 3rd April 2025.
Bank Statements and Bank Reconciliation:  Mrs Cornwell reminded members that it is necessary/good practice to have the Bank Statements and Bank Reconciliation checked and initialled at the monthly Parish Council Meetings where all Parish Councillors were present.
Mr Jordan and Mr Scales looked at the Bank Statements for January 2025, the Bank Balance, the total of Unpresented Cheques and the Balance of the Current Account and Treasury Deposit Account.  These amounts altogether corresponded with amounts in the Cashbook.

Once Mr Jordan and Mr Scales were happy that everything balanced, Mr Scales (Chairman of the Finance Committee) signed the Bank Statements and Mr Jordan (Chairman of the meeting), signed the Accounts sheet. 
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Planning  

Planning Reports:  Mr Bland explained that all members had been provided with copies of the recent Planning Reports with details of the various Applications and Decisions. It was said that Planning Applications continue to be dealt with by the Planning Committee via Email, unless a full meeting is called to allow members of the Public to attend, or a site visit is required.
Mr Wells asked what the Borough Councils thoughts are regarding Kings Lynn, he said that in the past it was suggested that housing development could take place at the rear of the Corn Exchange and with St James Swimming Pool possibly being relocated and the St James Medical Practice now moved to Edward Benefer Way, what are the Borough Councils thoughts about the Town.

Mr Bland stated that the preferred site for a new Swimming Pool would be at Lynnsport, he added that the Borough Council would like to see more people living in the Town.

Members asked about the old Debenhams Site and the Post Office site.

It was said that there is legislation, where the Borough Council could make compulsorily purchases to force the issue.
Work is ongoing to transform the old Argos Building into a Library and a Community Hub.

Finally, it was said that chance to occupy the Carnegie Library building has been handed to The Garage Trust, who operate as The Workshop in New Conduit Street, it was explained that it will be for public access and will be interesting to see what comes of it.  
With no other questions regarding Planning matters, Mr Jordan thanked Mr Bland for his report.

Policy   
Mr Hofmeister confirmed that no meeting had been held since the last meeting, however, fourteen Risk Assessment documents had been circulated to members of the Policy Committee via email for ratification at this evening’s meeting.

Mr Hofmeister explained that any amendments to the documents had been highlighted in blue type.
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The list of Risk Assessments is as follows:

Pavilion Risk Assessment

Cemetery Risk Assessment

Bench Risk Assessment

Open Water Risk Assessment

Bus Shelter Risk Assessment

Grit Bin Risk Assessment

Street Lighting Risk Assessment

Allotments Risk Assessment
Dog Bins Risk Assessment
Wootton Park Open Spaces Risk Assessment
St Mary’s Churchyard Risk Assessment
Parish Office & Store Risk Assessment
Village Green – Pond Risk Assessment 

Village Hall Risk Assessment
With no questions and all members happy, Mr Hofmeister proposed that the Parish Council accepts all fourteen documents on block, this was seconded by Mr Jordan, with all members in favour.
Mrs Cornwell spoke regarding the Village Hall Risk Assessment and explained that following a point made by the Preschool regarding the Fire Alarm Sounders not being heard outside, a new external sounder has been fitted. In addition to this a new external Emergency Light is also to be installed.

With no questions regarding Policy matters, Mr Jordan thanked Mr Hofmeister for his report.

7. REPORTS FROM OTHER COMMITTEES:

South Wootton Federation: - See attached Report.

Mr Bland commented regarding the Schools Report and noted that the pupil intake numbers are falling.

Mr Scales stated that a meeting at the schools is due to be held to discuss this situation, it was said that the new Allison Homes Housing Estate will come under the Greenpark School Catchment despite being in South Wootton, a meeting with the County Council is also scheduled to discuss this.

Mr Scales added that funding is paid to the schools as per the number of pupils and obviously with a reduction in their numbers, there will be less money.
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It was said that if the school proves a need and that they can sustain 45 pupils, hopefully the County Council will listen.

With no questions, Mr Jordan thanked Mr Scales for his report.

Wootton Park: – Mrs Gotts confirmed that a meeting had been held on Thursday 23rd January 2025, the minutes of which had been circulated to all members.
She stated that renovation work at the Pavillion is currently taking place, with help from a Borough Council CIL Grant.

She was pleased to report that some Tree Carving has also been done and looks great, it was said that the project had been a fantastic idea and was a lovely way to make use of a fallen tree.

Mrs Gotts spoke regarding the “200 Club” and explained that this is always looking for new members to join, anyone interested in joining should contact Mrs Cornwell at the Parish Office. There are now five prizes to be won per month and all the profits go back into the Park.

Mrs Cornwell informed members that the Wootton Park Committee are currently in the process of obtaining a quote for clearance of the ditches.
Mr Wells informed members that within the woods at the rear of The Howards, there is a fallen tree which is blocking water and holding it back.
Mrs Cornwell stated that she would contact the Clerk to Castle Rising Parish Council to make them aware.

Finally, it was explained that a request to plant a Memorial Ginkgo Biloba Tree on the South Wootton Strip had been received, it was said that generally members of the Wootton Park Committee had been happy with the idea but had felt that it was not perhaps the right species of tree for the location as it is not native and grows quite large.

Members discussed the situation and were happy that a tree could be planted at the South Wootton Strip location but felt that a flowering cherry would be their preferred choice.

With all members happy, Mr Jordan thanked Mrs Gotts for her report.

South Wootton in Bloom: – Mrs Albinson confirmed that a meeting had been held on 21st January 2025, the minutes of which had been circulated to all members.
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Mrs Cornwell spoke regarding the leaning bench situated near to Blackthorn Road and said that the work to reinstall this is in hand.

She commented regarding the recent Tree work carried out on The Green and apologised that unfortunately as a result of this, some snowdrops had been damaged. 
Finally, it was said that the Caretakers at the Village Hall have kindly agreed to look after and water the hanging baskets this year.

With all members happy, Mr Jordan thanked Mrs Albinson for her report.

8. CORRESPONDENCE: – As per list.
9. ACCOUNTS: – Agreed, as per circulated list (As per the new Financial Regulations, the Accounts List was checked and signed by Mr Jordan).
Voucher
Payee



Chq

Reason



Amount

No




No
112A
Total Energies


BACS 14 Jan – PO Electric- Dec

147.21

112B
Total Energies


BACS 14 Jan – S/Lighting – Dec
          1708.31

112C
Total Energies


BACS 14 Jan – VH Electric – Dec

230.89

112D
Peter Bourner


BACS 14 Jan – Tree Surgery

            540.00

112E
M Fysh


BACS 14 Jan – Window Cleaning

  25.00

112F
ECS Computers

BACS 14 Jan – Ink Cartridge


  50.35

113
William Morfoot

108928
W/P Drainage works             4010.00

114
Gaswise


108929
VH Boiler Service

120.00

115
1 2 Call Drainage

108930
VH Drain clearance

  96.00

116
Play Inspection Co

108931
W/P Annual Play/Eq Insp 
320.40

117
Information Commissioner
108932
Data Protection Fees
              40.00

117A
HMRC



BACS
28 Jan- Cont’b – Jan
                      1042.08

117B
Norfolk Pension Fund

BACS 28 Jan- Cont’b - Jan
                      1617.06

117C
Prudential


BACS
28 Jan- AVC – TC - Jan
            250.00

117D
Mrs T Cornwell

BACS 28 Jan- Salary & Exps Jan)

117E
Mrs M Kirby


BACS 28 Jan- Salary 
) 
                      3035.14

117F
S Wightman


BACS 28 Jan- Salary– Jan)      

117G
P Child



BACS 28 Jan- Salary – Jan)
                      1597.43

117H
V & J Knitwear

BACS 28 Jan- Safety Clothing/Bags
            245.32

117I
ESC Computers

BACS 28 Jan – Laptop Battery/Wind 11        328.80

117J 
Peter Bourner


BACS 28 Jan – Tree Surgery
                      1960.00

117K
ESPO



BACS 28 Jan – VH Gas - Dec
            194.60

117L
BCKLWN


BACS 28 Jan – Dog Bin Empty
          3226.08

117M
UK Power Network

BACS 28 Jan – New Lighting/Avon Rd        8508.00

117N
UK Power Network

BACS 28 Jan – New Lighting “
          7893.60

117O 
UK Power Network

BACS 28 Jan - New Lighting   “
          8664.00

117P
PJ Windows


Cancelled
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117Q
Magpie Gardening

BACS
28 Jan – Allots rear hedge

356.50

117R
BT



D/D 14 Jan – VH Wi-Fi


  42.00

117S
Barclays


D/D 9 Jan – A/C Charges


  24.40

117T
BT



D/D 15 Jan – PO Bundle Charges

  59.94

Plus, Accounts received since circulated list: 
117RR
Nisbets


BACS 10 Feb 
Crockery/Tea Pot
            296.24

117SS
Peter Bourner


BACS 10 Feb
Tree Surgery

            760.00

117TT
Brights



BACS 10 Feb
Cleaning/Materials
            283.32

117U
K & M Lighting


BACS 10 Feb
S/Lighting Maint
            534.25

117V
AMR Electrical

BACS 10 Feb
VH Ceiling Fan 
            121.20

117W
Nurture


BACS 10 Feb
Play Area Insp
                         29.70

117X
BMAC Garden Services
BACS 10 Feb
Various Jobs


241.25

117Y
ECS Computers

BACS 10 Feb
Monthly Services

246.48

Bank balances as at 31.1.2025.
Community Account       
                                           108,295.87 
Business Premium Account                                                                              0.00
Treasury Deposit                                                                                    200,000.00          
Total                                                                                                     £308,295.87
There being no further business, Mr Jordan closed the meeting at 7.55pm.
10. NEXT MEETING: 7.00pm on Tuesday, 11th March 2025, in the Parish Office Meeting Room, Church Lane, South Wootton.
11th March 2025                                                   

                Chairman
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