S O U T H  W O O T T O N  P A R I S H  C O U N C I L
Minutes of a Meeting held at 7pm on Tuesday, 14th January 2025 

In the Parish Office Meeting Room, Church Lane, South Wootton
1. TO RECORD THOSE PRESENT: Mr I Jordan (Chairman), Mr P Bland, Mrs M Albinson, Mrs D Gotts, Mr M Narborough, Mr S Wells, Mr D Goddard, Mrs T Banks, Mr H Hofmeister, Mrs T Carney, Mr R Williamson, Mr T Porter, Mrs T Cornwell (Parish Clerk) and Mrs M Kirby (Assistant Parish Clerk). 

Public: Mr & Mrs Border - NWPC & Wootton Park Association 

Mr & Mrs C, Mrs J E and Mrs C D (Residents of Nursery Lane)

APOLOGIES: Mr S Scales, Mr A Evans, Borough Cllr Mr R Coates and Borough/County Councillor Mr S Ring

2. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING: – 10th December 2024, these were proposed as a correct record by Mr Jordan, seconded by Mr Hofmeister with one abstention, all other members were in favour, and they were signed by the Chairman. 
3.  DECLARATION OF INTERESTS: – Mrs Banks declared an interest as she is an Allotment Tenant. 
4.  QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC: Mr Jordan welcomed everyone to the meeting and asked Mr and Mrs Border if they had anything they wished to say.

Mr Border explained that they had simply come along to observe.

Mr Jordan addressed the residents from Nursery Lane and asked if they had anything they wished to say.

Mr C introduced himself and explained that he and his wife, along with the other two residents had come along to talk about the recent flooding at Nursery Lane.

He explained that the extensive flood had gone through their property causing damage throughout the ground floor, he added that the way in which the source of the flood on the triangle of green space at Priory Lane had been dealt with was not conducted correctly and should have been pumped away and it wasn’t. He said that North and South Wootton Parish Councils need to look at the situation and the use of the Rill to ensure that it is maintained properly in the future so that the situation does not happen again.

Mr C added that the existing 300mm pipe cannot cope with the amount of water and it becomes blocked regularly.
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Mr Jordan explained that the Parish Council had been made aware of the situation very quickly, as Mrs D had telephoned him directly. It was explained that the problem lies with two authorities.

Mr Goddard asked if Mr and Mrs C had spoken with the Local Highways Engineer about the situation.
It was said that the Fire Services experts were on the scene, and they were not pleased with how the work to remedy the flood was conducted. Mrs C said that she had been forwarded an email from Norfolk County Council with details of how to make a claim.

Mrs C gave her thanks to Borough Cllr Bland, County/Borough Cllr Ring and Cllr Colwell for attending the scene and for being very supportive.

Mr Goddard said that pressure needs to be put on the County Council to ensure that something is done about the situation long term.
Mr C asked if North and South Wootton Parish Council has funding available to employ someone to look after the ditches and the Rill.

Mr Jordan explained that the Wootton Park Association looks after the ditches at Wootton Park and checks them regularly, however, both Norfolk County Council and the Internal Drainage Board are ultimately responsible.  

Mrs Cornwell explained that the Parish Council has a very good rapport with the Operational Manager at the Internal Drainage Board.

Mr Border provided an explanation of the timeline of the Flooding issues at Priory Lane and stated that North Wootton Parish Council had initially reported the flood in early December, then on Friday 13th December 2024, Norfolk County Council had attended the site and had attempted to clear the pipe, however, by the following Friday the water levels had risen again.

On 22nd December 2024, an email was sent from North Wootton Parish Council to NCC and an out of office reply was received due to it being the Christmas period.

Mr Border explained that Norfolk County Council reattended the site on 7th January 2025, with larger machinery to cut through the tree roots and clear the blocked pipe, however, subsequently, all the water was released in one go, causing a torrent of water to flood through the ditches at Wootton Park, and westwards towards Nursery Lane.
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Comment was made that the release of the water should have been controlled, and a proper assessment made to take into consideration the water which had backed-up in the woods. 

Mr Border commented that a guarding grill has been put in front of the culvert pipe to stop any debris flowing through it.

Mr Border explained that following the flood, NCC Highways had said that North Wootton Parish Council needs to remove all of the trees sited on the ditch; he confirmed that North Wootton Parish Council has this in hand to do.
Mrs C asked again if the Parish Councils would consider employing someone to look after the ditches and the Rill, it was said that in the past a volunteer had done it.

Both Mrs C and Mrs D explained that under Riparian Rights they do keep their sections of the ditch clear, however, some of the elderly residents who live further along at Rill Close are unable to.

Mr Jordan stated that this is very good, however, the Internal Drainage Board are ultimately responsible for the Rill, he added that the Parish Council would not be able to employ someone to carry out this work as it is beyond its remit.

Mrs C felt that communication also needs to be looked at and improved as residents were not informed about the flooding and that the water was to be released.
Mr Narborough spoke regarding the situation and explained that he has lived in the locality for 50 years and he had never seen a situation like it, he said that the flooding was a one off and now that the root cutting has been done, the situation should be resolved.

With no other questions or comments, the Nursery Lane residents thanked members for allowing them to attend and speak and they left the meeting. 

5. REPORTS FROM THE BOROUGH AND COUNTY COUNCILLORS: 

Borough/County Councillor Ring: Mrs Cornwell informed members that in his absence, Cllr Ring had kindly sent a report which had been circulated to all members.

With no questions or comments, Mr Jordan gave thanks for Cllr Ring’s report.

Borough Councillor Bland: Cllr Bland spoke briefly regarding the subject of Unitary Authorities and said currently there are more questions than answers.
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He felt that if the Borough Council agrees to the idea, it may provide more opportunity to mould the situation rather than saying no and the Borough Council being forced into something.

Mr Jordan stated that the matter of Unitary Authorities had been raised in the past and explained that Parish Councils will remain unaffected.

It was explained that possible new authorities could consist of Norfolk – two areas plus Norwich and Suffolk – two areas plus Ipswich. It was said that the Borough Council, North Norfolk and Breckland Councils could join together to form one area.
Mr Bland stated that the purpose of the Unitary Authorities is to save money, he added that the Leader of the Borough Council is doing nothing else other than talking to people about the situation, he added that discussions are ongoing.
Borough Councillor Coates: See circulated Report. 

Mr Jordan spoke regarding the situation of the footpaths at Knights Hill and said that when he and Mrs Cornwell had met with the Resident Engineer, he had indicated that Barratt Redrow are in favour of completing the footpath right up to Knights Hill.

It was said that at this stage not all of the land at Knights Hill has been sold to Barratt Redrow and other developers could be involved.

Mr Narborough asked who is paying for the ongoing Roadworks at Knights Hill.

It was confirmed that the developers are paying, however, the County Council is overseeing the works, using their preferred contractors, Tarmac.

Mr Goddard enquired when the new traffic lights would be installed at the Langley Road junction.

Mrs Cornwell stated that as far as she understood, this would be after a certain number of properties have been built.

With no other questions or comments, Mr Jordan thanked Mr Bland for his report.
6. REPORTS FROM THE COMMITTEES:
Assets
Mr Narborough confirmed that no meeting had been held, however he had several items to go through.
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Allotments - Removal of Hedge: Mr Narborough spoke regarding the removal of the large ivy-covered hedge situated in the corner of the back boundary and explained that the work to remove this has now started.
It was said that once the hedge has been fully removed, the rear footpath can be reinstated, and the recently installed fencing panels can be continued to the end corner to complete the job.

Mrs Cornwell stated that Alex from Magpie Services will be cutting back the rear hedge during the last week of January.

The Green and Open Spaces - New Trod Footpath (Meadow Road to Church Lane): Mrs Cornwell confirmed that Norfolk County Council have been asked to carry out this work, it will be completed in due course.  
Village Hall - Bin Screen Project:  Mrs Cornwell stated that due to the cold weather the work on the Bin Screen project had been held up, it is hoped that the concrete base will be laid next week.

Mrs Cornwell confirmed that the cost of the work will be paid for from the Parish Councils CIL Funds.
Village Hall Projector: Mrs Cornwell explained that Mr Robert Fuller has been asked to install the new Projector at the Village Hall, she stated that this has been booked in for February half term.

Mrs Cornwell confirmed that the cost of the projector would be paid for from the Parish Councils CIL Funds.

The Green and Open Spaces - Pond Dredging:  Mr Narborough spoke regarding the possible dredging of the Pond and explained that he and Mrs Cornwell had recently met with two potential Contractors – Jex Plant UK Limited and ADC (East Anglia) Limited, it was said that quotes for the work will follow in due course.

Mrs Cornwell informed members that when the dredging of the Pond was originally investigated in 2018, the Parish Council had paid ADC (East Anglia) Limited for a Contamination Report at that time, she was pleased to report that no contamination had been found, and this may be a cost the Parish Council may not need to pay again.

She went on to explain the dredging process and how the removed silt residue would be dealt with by placing it in a large hole on The Green, it would then be fenced off until it has dried and then it would be spread out over The Green and the surface reseeded.
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Mrs Cornwell confirmed that if the project went ahead it would qualify for CIL funding.

All members were happy.
Ditches Mr Narborough commented that the ditches which run from the Pond to Nursery Close need to be cleared out.

Verti-Draining: Mrs Cornwell stated that Nurture Landscapes have provided a quote to carry out the Verti-Draining of The Green. Once they have carried out investigations to check that there are no underground BT / Utility cables, they will carry out the work.

All members were happy.
New Seating on The Green:  Mrs Cornwell informed members that the new seat for siting on The Green has been delivered and is ready to be installed by Mr Foreman.

It was said that the seat would be located facing South and looking out over The Green.

Bus Shelters – Doctors Surgery:  Mrs Cornwell confirmed that she had no particular update to give, however, she spoke regarding the Edward Benefer Way inbound Bus Shelter and stated that after writing to the Landowner of this area of land, no response had yet been received.

It was explained that if no response is received from the Landowner or if permission is not granted, it may be possible to install a smaller cantilever type Bus Shelter on a slim, one metre width section of NCC owned land. Alternatively, the Bus Shelter could be installed on an area of County Council owned land nearer to the cottages if approval is gained. 
Further discussions of our options are scheduled to take place with the NCC Highways Engineer.

Mr Narborough asked if in the meantime the Parish Council could just proceed with the purchase of two of the Bus Shelters.

Mrs Cornwell explained that the Bus Shelter manufacturer has agreed a discount if all four Bus Shelters are purchased at the same time with a 50% deposit paid at time of ordering.
After further discussion, Members agreed for Mrs Cornwell to continue with further investigations to get things moving along as quickly as possible.
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Dips in the Village Hall Car Park:  Mr Narborough spoke regarding the dips in the Village Hall Car Park and explained that just recently they have filled with water which has frozen on occasions.  

He said that this may make the area dangerous to visitors and felt that enquiries should be made to remedy the situation.

Mrs Cornwell stated that following the last meeting she had organised to have the drains cleaned out, it is hoped that this will help the situation.

Members agreed that quotes should be obtained in due course and that the matter is discussed again.

Mr Hofmeister enquired about the drainage pipes at The Green and asked who is responsible for clearing them out.

Mr Jordan confirmed that the Parish Council will organise this.

Finance
Mr Jordan confirmed that a meeting had been held on Wednesday 8th January 2025, the minutes of which had been circulated to all members.
The three-quarter year accounts:  Mr Jordan referred to the minutes and confirmed that members of the Finance Committee had each been provided with a detailed printout of the three-quarter year finances and had gone through each of the heading’s section by section.  
With all members happy and no questions, Mr Jordan proposed that the Finances are a correct record of the three-quarter year accounts; this was seconded by Mr Narborough with all members in favour.
The Proposed Budget for 2025/2026:  Mr Jordan explained that during the Finance Committee meeting the Budget had been looked at.

With all members happy, Mr Jordan proposed that the budget should be accepted, this was seconded by Mr Bland, with all members in favour.

Precept for 2025/2026:  Mr Jordan once again referred to the Finance minutes and spoke regarding the total precept figure of £123,785.00 (An increase of £2,220.00 on this current year) it was explained that with the Tax Base going up this will amount to £70.22 (a decrease of £0.51) per Band D household per year.
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With all members happy Mr Jordan proposed that the Precept figure of £123,785.00 for 2025/2026 should be accepted, this was seconded by Mr Goddard, with all members in favour.

To approve the following documents:  It was confirmed that prior to the Finance Committee meeting, all members had been provided with a copy of the following documents:

· SWPC Operational Risk Assessment 
· SWPC Financial Risk Assessment 

· Annual Review of the Effectiveness of Internal Audit 

With all members happy, Mr Hofmeister proposed that the Parish Council adopts the documents on block, this was seconded by Mr Narborough with all members in favour.

CIL contribution towards School Play Equipment:  Mr Jordan explained that the possibility of using Parish Council CIL funding for the installation of Climbing Walls and Activity Boards at both the South and North Wootton Schools had once again been discussed by the Finance Committee.

It was said that some members of the Finance Committee had felt uncomfortable spending South Wootton CIL funds in other Parishes and felt that funding could be spent in North Wootton using the usual South Wootton 67% / North Wootton 33% split.

Mrs Cornwell explained that she had contacted the Clerk at North Wootton Parish Council to see if they would be willing to contribute towards Equipment at North Wootton School however, this would be put forward at their next meeting in February.

After further discussion, Mr Jordan proposed that the Parish Council purchases a Climbing Wall and Activity Boards at a cost of £11,850.00 for installation at South Wootton Junior School, this was seconded by Mr Hofmeister with one abstention all other members were in favour.

Regarding possible Equipment at North Wootton School, it was said that if North Wootton Parish Council agree, a Climbing Wall and Activity Boards should be purchased for installation at North Wootton School using the usual South Wootton 67% / North Wootton 33% split, this was seconded by Mr Bland with four abstentions, all other members were in favour.
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Upgrade of Lighting Columns at the Avon Road area: Mrs Cornwell explained that following the Finance Committee meeting she had contacted the Lighting Contractors for further information regarding the longevity of the new lanterns and the potential savings that could be expected. 

Mrs Cornwell explained that the new LED lanterns would have a 25-year life span, and each bulb would last for between 3 and 5 years. The expected savings on maintenance and running costs based on the 13 replacement Avon Road lighting columns (Avon Road, Bourne Close, Ebble Close, Briar Close, Hazel Close and Rushmead Close) would be £658.68 per annum).

Bank Statements and Bank Reconciliation:  Mrs Cornwell reminded members that it is necessary/good practice to have the Bank Statements and Bank Reconciliation checked and initialled at the monthly Parish Council Meetings where all Parish Councillors were present.
Mr Jordan looked at the Bank Statements for December 2024, the Bank Balance, the total of Unpresented Cheques and the Balance of the Current Account and Treasury Deposit Account.  These amounts altogether corresponded with amounts in the Cashbook.

Once Mr Jordan was happy that everything balanced, he signed the Bank Statements and as the Chairman of the meeting, he signed the Accounts sheet. 
Planning  

Planning Reports:  Mr Jordan explained that all members had been provided with copies of the recent Planning Reports with details of the various Applications and Decisions. It was said that Planning Applications continue to be dealt with by the Planning Committee via Email, unless a full meeting is called to allow members of the Public to attend, or a site visit is required.
Mr Bland explained that a Bus Survey is currently being conducted by the Borough Council asking for responses by 25th January 2025.

(Clerk’s Note: The Bus Survey is limited to Borough Councillors and Borough Council employees).

There were no questions regarding Planning matters.

Policy   
Mr Hofmeister confirmed that there had been no meeting held.
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7. REPORTS FROM OTHER COMMITTEES:

South Wootton Federation: - No Report.

Wootton Park: – Mrs Gotts confirmed that no meeting has been held, the next meeting is scheduled for Thursday 23rd January 2025.
She stated that renovations of the Pavillion are currently taking place, with help from a Borough Council CIL Grant.
Mrs Gotts once again spoke regarding the “200 Club” and explained that this is always looking for new members to join, anyone interested in joining should contact Mrs Cornwell at the Parish Office. There are now five prizes to be won per month and all the profits go back into the Park.

South Wootton in Bloom: – Mrs Albinson confirmed that there had been no meeting held and there was no report this time. 
8. CORRESPONDENCE: – As per list.
9. ACCOUNTS: – Agreed, as per circulated list (As per the new Financial Regulations, the Accounts List was checked and signed by Mr Jordan).
Voucher
Payee



Chq

Reason



Amount

No




No
107
W N Surfacing


108922 Common Lane white lining

660.00

108
CTS



108923 Pavilion CCTV callout

120.00

108A
HMRC



BACS
18 Dec- Cont’b – Dec
          
          1051.07

108B
Norfolk Pension Fund

BACS 18 Dec- Cont’b  - Dec
                      1623.63

108C
Prudential


BACS
18 Dec- AVC – TC - Dec
            250.00

108D
Mrs T Cornwell

BACS 18 Dec- Salary & Exps Dec)

108E
Mrs M Kirby


BACS 18 Dec- Salary 
) 
          2995.05

108F
S Wightman


BACS 18 Dec- Salary– Dec)      

108G
P Child



BACS 18 Dec- Salary – Dec)
          
          1659.16

108H
Total Energies


BACS 18 Dec-PO Electric

            129.41

108I
Total Energies


BACS 18 Dec-S/Lighting -Aug
          1823.80

108J
ESPO



BACS 18 Dec-VH Gas-Nov

            175.50

108K
Anglian Water


BACS 18 Dec-Allots 5/9-4/12

              51.16

108L
P Wakefield


BACS 18 Dec-St Marys Church wall            1653.50

109
Andrew Foreman

108924 Litter Bin/Bench/Cycle racks           1090.00

110
Anglian Water


108925 PO Water 5/9-4/12

              58.85

110A 
Peter Bourner


BACS 19 Dec- Tree Surgery W/P
            680.00

110B
ECS Computers

BACS 19 Dec- VH Laptop/Toner
          1462.96

110C
Barclays


D/D 5 Dec-A/C Charges

              25.13

-166-

110D
BT



D/D 16 Dec- VH Wi-Fi


              42.00

110E
BT



D/D 16 Dec- PO Bundle Charges
              59.94

110F
BT



D/D 31 Dec- PO Tele/Wi-Fi

            224.02
Plus, Accounts received since circulated list: 
111
Andrew Foreman

St Mary’s Church Gates and Pond Post      1459.00

112
Glasdon


Bench – Common Lane


978.67
Bank balances as at 31.12.2024.
Community Account       

                                     30,437.51 
Business Premium Account                                                                              0.00
Treasury Deposit                                                                                    330,000.00          
Total                                                                                                     £360,437.51
10. NEXT MEETING: 7.00pm on Tuesday, 11th February 2025, in the Parish Office Meeting Room, Church Lane, South Wootton.
11th February 2025                                                   

                Chairman
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