S O U T H  W O O T T O N  P A R I S H  C O U N C I L

Minutes of an Assets Committee Meeting held at 7.00pm on 
Wednesday 5th March 2025 in the Parish Office Meeting Room. 
Present:  Mr M Narborough (Chairman), Mr H Hofmeister, Mr S Scales, Mr D Goddard, Mrs D Gotts, Mr R Williamson, Mrs T Banks, Mrs T Cornwell (Clerk) and Mrs M Kirby (Assistant Clerk). 
Apologies:  Mrs M Albinson
2.  To confirm the Minutes of the last Meeting held on 4th December 2024:  Mr Hofmeister proposed that the minutes were a correct record of the meeting; this was seconded by Mr Scales, with one abstention, all other members were in favour, and they were signed by the Chairman.    
3. To record declarations of any Interests, personal or prejudicial: Mrs Banks declared an interest as she is an Allotment Tenant. 

4.  To receive questions from the Public:  None present 
5.  To discuss matters in relation to:

Allotments:  

Update:  Mr Narborough explained that he and Mrs Kirby had recently visited the Allotments to carry out an inspection. Whilst it is early in the growing season, things are generally looking quite good, with only one or two letters being sent to Tenants requesting that they tidy their plots.

Mr Narborough stated that the large ivy-covered hedge situated in the corner of the back boundary has now been removed and fencing will be put up in due course to complete the job.

It was said that the hedge cutting along the back boundary has also been completed.

The Water at the Allotments will be turned back on in the morning.

Mrs Kirby informed members that there are currently two vacant Allotment Plots.
Village Hall:  

Bin Store (CIL Funds):  Mr Narborough spoke regarding the project to screen the Bins at the Village Hall and said that things were progressing slowly, the concrete pad has been laid, and the fencing will be put round in due course.
(Clerk’s Note: The contractor visited the site on Saturday 1st March and tested the concrete, it is almost hard enough but not quite. The metal for the fencing is all in stock and has been cut to size, the work should be completed within the next 7-14 days).
Mrs Cornwell confirmed that the cost of the work will be paid for from the Parish Councils CIL Funds.
Village Hall Projector (CIL Funds): Mr Narborough informed members that the Projector at the Village Hall has now been installed and a training session was held with both Caretakers and Mrs Cornwell earlier in the day.

Mrs Cornwell reported that the picture from the Lazer Projector is very clear, and the sound is good.
It was said that possible Youth Groups could connect an Xbox up to the Projector and they would be able to play games.

Comment was made that it would also be good for showing films.

Members felt that Cinema Clubs are very popular in other Parishes and asked Mrs Cornwell to advertise the Projector in the Contact Magazine to see if there would be any interest in someone setting up a Cinema Club.
Once again, Mrs Cornwell confirmed that the cost of the Projector would be paid for from the Parish Councils CIL Funds.
Solar Panels - Quotes:  Mrs Cornwell referred members to the circulated comparison sheet and stated that quotes had been obtained from three local companies for the additional Solar Panels - 4Way Electrical Ltd, Solar Shed and CRC Solar.
Mrs Cornwell wished to make members aware that Mr Jordan (Chairman of the Parish Council) has Declared an Interest at previous meetings as his son is a Director of 4Way Electrical Ltd. 

Members looked at the comparison sheet which highlights the specification of each of the Solar Panels, the associated Guarantees and the Costs.

Members asked Mrs Cornwell for more information regarding the differences in Battery Storage and the types of Inverters stated within the quotes.

Mrs Cornwell provided and explanation and clarified the differences, explaining that she had asked that sufficient Battery storage is provided to get the Pre-School through the day in the event of a Power Cut, and the Battery Storage quoted is enough.
Mrs Cornwell stated that the current Solar Panels have now been installed for twelve years at the Village Hall and for ten years at the Parish Office. It was said that they work well and produce a good income.

Mr Hofmeister suggested that if the quote provided by 4Way Electrical Ltd provided adequate Battery Storage for our needs and is the most competitive quote they should be selected.

With everyone aware of Mr Jordans Declaration of Interest, Mr Hofmeister proposed that the Parish Council ask 4Way Electrical Ltd to install the additional Solar Panels at the Village Hall and at the Parish Office, this was seconded by Mr Goddard with all members in favour. 
Once again, Mrs Cornwell confirmed that the cost of the Solar Panels would be paid for from the Parish Councils CIL Funds.

Request for an additional Dusk till Dawn Light:  Mr Hofmeister spoke regarding the external lighting at the Village Hall and explained that in the evenings, the area is very dark and would benefit from the installation of one additional Dusk till Dawn light at the Trade Bin end of the Hall.
Members agreed that this was a good idea and Mr Hofmeister proposed that the Parish Council installs an additional Dusk till Dawn light at the Trade Bin end of the Village Hall, this was seconded by Mrs Banks with all members in favour.
The Green and Open Spaces:

Pond Dredging (CIL Funds):  Mr Narborough stated that three quotes are currently being sought for the Pond Dredging work, however, due to it being such a specialised job, this was taking some time.

Mr Narborough explained that he and Mrs Cornwell had met with three potential Contractors – ADC (East Anglia) Limited, Jex Plant UK and William Morfoot, it was said that a quote from ADC (East Anglia) Limited had already been received, and following the Silt Contamination survey carried out by Jex Plant UK, their Contamination Report and quote will follow in due course.

Unfortunately, with a quote of £5,900+VAT from William Morfoot for just the Silt Contamination Survey, it has been decided that this could not be pursued further. 

Mrs Cornwell explained that another company she had contacted to quote was PG Excavators, however, unfortunately, their machinery is too large for our project, and they have recommended that we use ADC (East Anglia) Limited.

Mr Goddard suggested that a further quote could be obtained from Mr Chris Rust, it was said that he is Highways approved and may be able to help.

(Clerk’s Note: Mr Rust has been contacted, and he does not have the suitable machinery for the work).

Mr Narborough commented that investigations into the dredging of the Pond had already been investigated in 2018, when the Parish Council had paid ADC (East Anglia) Limited for a Contamination Report at that time, it was said that they are very knowledgeable and have been recommended to us.

Comment was made that we are now fast approaching bird nesting time, when ducklings will be on the Pond, Mr Scales suggested that as the work is not urgent it could be postponed and carried out over the summertime, when the weather will be warm to allow the excavated and removed silt to dry.
Mrs Cornwell confirmed that she would endeavour to obtain an additional quote for the work.

(Clerk’s Note: Mrs Cornwell has contacted Tim Glover, formerly of CGM Group to see if he can quote).

All members were happy.

Mrs Cornwell confirmed that when the project goes ahead it will qualify for CIL funding.

SWiB Tree Planting Request: Mrs Banks stated that at the last SWiB meeting it had been asked if the Parish Council would allow some additional tree planting to take place at the Low Road end of The Green. It was suggested that this may alleviate the area being so wet.
Comment was made that The Green is not currently wet, however, members asked if Mrs Banks could provide further information such as a plan of where they would like to plant trees and what species they would like to plant.

It was said that the Verti-Draining of The Green is scheduled to take place soon.
Bus Shelters – (CIL Funds) Update:  Mrs Cornwell spoke regarding the inbound Bus Stop opposite the Doctors Surgery and informed members that following meetings with NCC Highways, permission is now in place to install a Bus Shelter on the one metre strip of land owned by the County Council.
She informed members that due to its location on a Cycle path and space limitations, this will be a 2.4-metre-high cantilever style shelter with 500mm side panels.

Mrs Cornwell added that she has also met again with Ian from Able Engineering, and they are fully aware of what we are allowed to install and where they need to be located.
Quotes are currently being sought for the concrete pads for the Bus Shelters to sit on, however, this has raised questions regarding underground services, that all need investigating further.

Mrs Cornwell stated that the Bus Shelter on the Doctors Surgery side will be a full Bus Shelter as there is plenty of space to install it.

She added that the Bus Shelters at Low Road will be the same – Cantilever style (specifications as previously stated), due to it being on a Cycle path and there being limited space.

Members acknowledged the point however, all agreed that Cantilever style shelters would be better than no shelters and they would also contain perch seating for people to rest on.

Mrs Cornwell stated that whilst things are progressing quite slowly, we will soon be at a point to order the Bus Shelters and pay the 50% Deposit.

Trod / Footpath between Church Lane/Meadow Road (CIL Funds) Update:  Mrs Cornwell spoke regarding the new Trod / Footpath at Church Lane/Meadow Road and explained that things were all set to go ahead with NCC, who at the beginning of February were getting things in order with Norse, however, earlier in the day, she had received an email stating that the cost of the project has increased dramatically from £14,969 to £25,285.
Mrs Cornwell explained that she has replied to NCC stating that the Parish Council had agreed and accepted the original quote of £14,969 and that they should honour the agreement, however, she is awaiting a response from them.

Members agreed that the Parish Council should await the response from NCC.

Mrs Cornwell confirmed that the cost of the project will be paid for from the Parish Councils CIL Funds
Knights Hill Footpath: Mrs Banks enquired about the Footpath at Knights Hill and asked if this would be continued right up to the Hotel.
It was explained that the situation regarding the footpaths at Knights Hill had been raised during a meeting with the Resident Engineer, when it had been indicated that the developers, Barratt Redrow, are amenable to the idea of completing the footpath right up to Knights Hill.

Mr Scales agreed to enquire about the footpaths at a meeting he is scheduled to attend later in the month.

Grass verges at Doctors Surgery – Edward Benefer Way:  Mrs Banks spoke regarding the poor condition of the grass verges outside the Doctors Surgery and asked if any improvements would be made.
Mrs Cornwell stated that normally they will be cut on the usual twice-yearly programme.
Resident Request for Tree Planting – 9-Acre Boundary: Mrs Cornwell explained that a resident of Nursery Lane has been in touch to see if she can plant some trees along the boundary on the 9-Acre field.

It was suggested by the resident that three or four trees such as Copper Beech would be a nice replacement for a large oak tree that had sadly fallen down last year.

The resident has hoped that by planting the trees, they will give her property some privacy from people passing by on the 9-Acre field.

Members asked Mrs Cornwell to contact the resident to obtain further information regarding the location and the proposed species of the trees.
Cemetery:  
St Mary’s Church Wall Repairs - Update:  Mr Narborough confirmed that work is continuing to take place on the renovation of the Church Wall and Mr Wakefield has now started on the inside of the front wall.

Mrs Cornwell confirmed that the cost of the work is being paid for via the Parish Council CIL funds

CIL:  

Possible CIL Suggestions – Cemetery Gazebo: Mr Narborough spoke regarding the Cemetery and suggested that a large wooden Gazebo could be installed for use by visitors attending funerals and generally visiting the Cemetery.

Members had concerns that a Gazebo may come with problems as it may be attractive to youths who may gather in the Cemetery and that the location would not be suitable to cover the Cemetery as a whole anyway.
Members agreed that the suggestion should not be pursued.
Replacement of Lighting Columns:  Mrs Cornwell spoke regarding the replacement Lighting Column project and was pleased to report that things are moving forward with the replacement of the old concrete style lighting columns in the Avon Road area (Including Avon Road, Rushmead Close, Ebble Close, Bourne Close, Briar Close and Hazel Close). 
She explained that if members would like to roll out the project in other areas within the Parish, they would need to think about what areas they would like to do next.

It was said that several areas within the Parish need upgraded lighting columns, including the Meadow Road area, Appledore Close, and Hall Lane and Church Lane.
After discussion, members felt that the next three areas to have replacement columns should be –

First - Meadow Road, Bracken Way and Greenacres Close

Second - Appledore Close, Bramble Drive, Common Lane and Nursery Close

Third - Church Lane, St Mary’s Close, Hall Lane and The Boltons.

All members were happy.
The Swan Public House:  Mr Goddard spoke regarding the Swan Public House and commented that as in other Parishes, it could be purchased as a Community Asset.

Mrs Cornwell said that she understood that it was not up for sale and comment was made that new Landlords have taken over the lease in the last week or so.

Members were happy to hear that new Landlords have taken it on and hope that everything goes well for them in the future. 
Wootton Park:   
Update:  Mrs Gotts stated that no recent meeting had been held, however, the next meeting is scheduled for Thursday 20th March 2025.
She reported that the Wildflower areas have been weed sprayed ready for rotavating and seeding in due course.

A Memorial Tree has been planted on the South Wootton strip in memory of a resident who had sadly recently died.

Tree Carving has taken place near to the small Children’s Play area and looks great, it was said that the project had been a fantastic idea and was a lovely way to make use of a fallen tree.

Finally, Mrs Gotts stated that work on the Pavillion is ongoing and will make a lovely space for the Football Club and other Community Groups to use.

SWiB:  
Update:  Mrs Banks reported that a meeting had been held on 18th February 2025, the minutes of which will be circulated in time for next week’s full Parish Council meeting.

She stated that members of the SWiB Team had helped to plant the Memorial Tree, a Flowering Cherry on Saturday morning and it is looking lovely.
The various plants have been ordered ready for planting around the Village, and it is thought that Mrs Stella Mills will once again be entering Wootton Park in the Anglian Bloom Competition.
There being no other business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.10pm.

6. Next meeting: To be held on Wednesday 4th June 2025 at 7pm.
4th June 2025   





                Chairman                                                                                                          
