S O U T H  W O O T T O N  P A R I S H  C O U N C I L
Minutes of a Meeting held at 7pm on Tuesday, 11th March 2025 

In the Parish Office Meeting Room, Church Lane, South Wootton
1. TO RECORD THOSE PRESENT: Mr I Jordan (Chairman), Mr S Scales, Mrs D Gotts, Mr A Evans, Mr M Narborough, Mr S Wells, Mr D Goddard, Mr H Hofmeister, Mrs T Carney, Mr R Williamson, Mr T Porter, Mrs T Cornwell (Parish Clerk) and Mrs M Kirby (Assistant Parish Clerk). 
Public: Mr & Mrs Border - NWPC & Wootton Park Association 

APOLOGIES: Mr P Bland, Mrs M Albinson, Mrs T Banks, Borough/County Councillor Mr S Ring and Borough Cllr Mr R Coates
2. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING: – 11th February 2025, these were proposed as a correct record by Mr Jordan, seconded by Mr Scales with all members in favour, they were signed by the Chairman. 
3.  DECLARATION OF INTERESTS: – None
4.  QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC: Mr Jordan welcomed Mr and Mrs Border to the meeting and asked if they had anything they wished to say.

Mr Border spoke regarding the recent flooding and informed members that North Wootton Parish Council have been busy doing their bit to help alleviate the problem in the future by removing some trees as requested.

He stated that he intends to speak to Castle Rising Estate to see if they can carry out any clearance in the woods.
Mr Jordan thanked Mr Border and said that the area was looking tidy.

5. REPORTS FROM THE BOROUGH AND COUNTY COUNCILLORS: 

Borough/County Councillor Ring: No Report 
Borough Councillor Bland: No Report
Borough Councillor Coates: See Circulated Report
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6. TO DISCUSS PLANNED GOVERNMENT DEVOLUTION – TO CREATE A NEW COMBINED COUNTY AUTHORITY FOR NORFOLK AND SUFFOLK:
Mrs Gotts opened the discussion by stating that she thought that it was a terrible idea and that a blended authority would not be a good thing.
Mr Jordan stated that it would be a Mayoral set up with 33 posts, he added that a meeting has been planned for Monday 17th March 2025, from 6.00pm until 7.30pm at the Town Hall, to brief Town and Parish Councils. 
It was said that the meeting is open to all, and you can either attend in person or via a ‘Teams’ link.  
Mr Goddard stated that he had listened to a recent presentation by Alistair Beales, Leader of the Borough Council, and said that the Borough Council is working hard to secure the best deal for West Norfolk and felt that there would be a strong authority locally including Breckland and North Norfolk District Councils.

It was said that this could be the best that we can hope for, and the Borough Council is putting forward plans of what it would like to see.

7. REPORTS FROM THE COMMITTEES:
Assets
Mr Narborough confirmed that a meeting had been held on 5th March 2025, the minutes of which had been circulated to all members.

Village Hall – Solar Panels:  Mr Jordan declared an Interest as his son is a Director of 4Way Electrical Ltd. 

Mr Narborough stated that members of the Assets Committee had looked at and had discussed three quotes provided by local Solar Panel companies.

It was said that members had considered the specification of each of the Solar Panels, the associated Guarantees and the Costs.

Mr Goddard explained that he had enquired regarding the differences in Battery Storage stated within the quotes and it was confirmed that all three provided sufficient Battery storage for our needs.

Members felt that as the quote provided by 4Way Electrical Ltd provided adequate Battery Storage and is the most competitive quote they should be selected.
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With everyone aware of Mr Jordans Declaration of Interest, Mr Hofmeister proposed that the Parish Council ask 4Way Electrical Ltd to install the additional Solar Panels at the Village Hall and at the Parish Office at a cost of £13,870.61 and £7,161.79 respectively, this was seconded by Mr Goddard with Mr Jordan abstaining from the vote, all other members were in favour. 
Once again, Mrs Cornwell confirmed that the cost of the Solar Panels would be paid for from the Parish Councils CIL Funds.

Request for an additional Dusk till Dawn Light:  Mrs Cornwell explained that following the Assets Committee Meeting she had met with AMR Ltd to look at the possibility of installing an additional Dusk till Dawn light at the Trade Bin end of the Village Hall.

At the time she also asked if a quote could be obtained for a further two lights to be positioned at the rear of the Village Hall as the area is very dark in the evenings, she confirmed that the two possible locations would not impact on the neighbouring property.

Mrs Cornwell stated that a quote of £645.00 +VAT has been received for the installation of all three Dusk till Dawn lights.

With all Members happy that this was a good idea, Mr Hofmeister proposed that the Parish Council installs three additional Dusk till Dawn lights at the Village Hall (One at the Trade Bin end of the Village Hall and two at the Rear side of the Hall), this was seconded by Mr Scales with all members in favour.
Mrs Cornwell confirmed that the cost of the Lights would be paid for from the Parish Councils CIL Funds.

The Green and Open Spaces - Pond Dredging:  Mr Narborough stated that three quotes are currently being sought for the Pond Dredging work, however, due to it being such a specialised job, this was taking some time.

Mr Narborough explained that he and Mrs Cornwell had met with three potential Contractors – ADC (East Anglia) Limited, Jex Plant UK and William Morfoot, it was said that a quote from ADC (East Anglia) Limited had already been received, and following the Silt Contamination survey carried out by Jex Plant UK, their Contamination Report and quote will follow in due course.

Unfortunately, with a quote of £5,900+VAT from William Morfoot for just the Silt Contamination Survey, it has been decided that this could not be pursued further. 
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Mrs Cornwell explained that two other companies she had contacted to quote were PG Excavators, however, unfortunately, their machinery is too large for our project and Mr Chris Rust, who does not have suitable equipment for the job.

Mrs Cornwell stated that following a suggestion from Mr Goddard, she has also contacted Mr Tim Glover for a third quote, and she has a meeting planned with him next week.

Members agreed that before things can progress any further, all the quotes need to be received and considered before a decision is made.

After further discussion, Mr Narborough proposed that once the quotes are received, Mr Jordan, Mr Scales and himself be delegated to decide which company to proceed with, this was seconded by Mr Hofmeister with all members in favour.
It was said that to avoid the nesting period, work should commence in the summer months, June/July time when the weather will be good, and the children will still be at school.
Mrs Cornwell confirmed that when the project goes ahead it will qualify for Parish Council CIL funding.

New Trod Footpath (Meadow Road to Church Lane): Mrs Cornwell spoke regarding the new Trod / Footpath at Church Lane/Meadow Road and explained that things were all set to go ahead with NCC, who at the beginning of February were getting things in order with Norse, however, since then she had received an email stating that the cost of the project has increased dramatically from £14,969 to £25,285.

Mrs Cornwell explained that she has replied to NCC stating that the Parish Council had agreed and accepted the original quote of £14,969 and that they should honour the agreement, however, she is awaiting a response from them.

Members agreed that the Parish Council should await the response from NCC and said that they should honour their quote or provide an explanation as to why the costs have increased.

Mrs Cornwell informed members that two other quotes had also been obtained for the work, and both were of a similar price.

After further discussion, all members were happy that once a response is received from NCC, Mr Jordan, Mr Scales and Mr Narborough be delegated to decide which company to proceed with.
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It was said that the work should be carried out over the Summertime, and the cost of the project will be paid for from the Parish Councils CIL Funds.
Fire Risk Assessments:  Mrs Cornwell was pleased to report that the Fire Risk Assessments at the Village Hall and the Parish Office have been carried out by TAS Valley Fire (UK) Limited, and it was found that everything is good, and that the Assessor was happy.

She added that one comment was made that it would be a good idea to provide some notes in the Village Hall for Hirers, informing them of how the Fire Alarm System works in the event of it going off unnecessarily.

Mrs Cornwell stated that Mr Wightman, the Caretaker has this in hand and will laminate some user notes for Hirers.

All members were happy.
Resident Request for Tree Planting – 9-Acre Boundary: Mrs Cornwell explained that a resident of Nursery Lane has been in touch to see if she can plant some trees along the boundary on the 9-Acre field.

It was suggested by the resident that three or four trees such as Copper Beech, would be a nice replacement for a large oak tree that had sadly fallen down last year.

The resident has hoped that by planting the trees, they will give her property some privacy from people passing by on the 9-Acre field.

Mrs Cornwell referred members to the circulated plan produced by the resident indicating the suggested location for the trees and asked members for their thoughts.

Several members stated that they had visited the site earlier in the day to look at the situation and the suggested positioning of the trees. 

After lengthy discussion, concerns were raised that potential tree roots may enter the drainage system causing future problems like that recently seen at North Wootton and that the trees could cause future maintenance costs. Mr Jordan proposed that the Parish Council does not allow the suggested Tree Planting on the 9-Acre Field, this was seconded by Mr Narborough and unanimously agreed.
Mrs Cornwell said that she would write to the resident to let her know the outcome.
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Replacement of Village Hall Air Conditioning System: Mr Jordan explained that it has become apparent that there is a problem with the Village Hall Air Conditioning System, and it is not currently working.
It was explained that the system was originally installed by the previous Pre-School manager by way of a Grant perhaps eight or nine years ago.

Unfortunately, since then any spare parts have become unavailable. Mrs Cornwell explained that she had obtained a quote from 4Way Electrical Ltd for a complete replacement system at £7,516.10 +VAT.

Once again, Mr Jordan declared an Interest as his son is a Director of 4Way Electrical Ltd.

Mrs Cornwell added that she had contacted 4Way Electrical Ltd as they currently carry out the maintenance to the Air Conditioning System and the Solar Panels.  

She added that the quote includes the replacement of the two units at the rear of the Village Hall and the two large ceiling cartridges.

Mrs Cornwell stated that as this is a purchase for the Village Hall which will benefit the whole Community, it would once again qualify for Parish Council CIL funding.

Mr Goddard enquired whether the system is used regularly.

Mrs Cornwell explained that every Hirer uses it as it provides both heating in the winter and cold air in the summertime.

After further discussion, and with everyone aware of Mr Jordans Declaration of Interest, Mr Narborough proposed that the Parish Council ask 4Way Electrical Ltd to replace the Village Hall Air Conditioning System, this was seconded by Mr Hofmeister with Mr Jordan abstaining, all other members were in favour. 
With no other items to discuss under Assets, Mr Jordan thanked Mr Narborough for his report.

Finance
Mr Jordan confirmed that there had been no meeting held, the next meeting is scheduled for Thursday 3rd April 2025.
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Internal Auditor:  Mrs Cornwell informed members that she had spoken to Mrs Liz Manning, the Internal Auditor and she has kindly agreed once again, to carry out the Internal Audit for the Parish Council.
With all members happy, Mr Scales proposed that the Parish Council continues to use the services of Mrs Manning for the Internal Audit, this was seconded by Mr Jordan with all members in favour.
Bank Statements and Bank Reconciliation:  Mrs Cornwell reminded members that it is necessary/good practice to have the Bank Statements and Bank Reconciliation checked and initialled at the monthly Parish Council Meetings where all Parish Councillors were present.
Mr Jordan and Mr Scales looked at the Bank Statements for February 2025, the Bank Balance, the total of Unpresented Cheques and the Balance of the Current Account and Treasury Deposit Account.  These amounts altogether corresponded with amounts in the Cashbook.

Once Mr Jordan and Mr Scales were happy that everything balanced, Mr Scales (Chairman of the Finance Committee) signed the Bank Statements and Mr Jordan (Chairman of the meeting), signed the Accounts sheet. 
Planning  

Planning Reports:  Mr Jordan explained that all members had been provided with copies of the recent Planning Reports with details of the various Applications and Decisions. It was said that Planning Applications continue to be dealt with by the Planning Committee via Email, unless a full meeting is called to allow members of the Public to attend, or a site visit is required.
Norfolk County Council – Public Transport Meeting (Knight’s Hill):  Mrs Cornwell explained that an update meeting has been scheduled for Thursday, 27th March, at 13.00pm to 15.30pm in the Council Chamber at the Town Hall.  
She explained that it will provide an opportunity to talk to the Knights Hill Developers and get an update on the situation.

It was said that along with the Developers, representatives from West Norfolk Community Transport, Borough Councilors and members of Norfolk County Council have been invited to attend.

Mrs Cornwell said that Mr Bland, Mr Scales and Mr Goddard will also be attending, and they will bring back any information that they are able to find out.
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Highways Matters:  Mr Narborough spoke regarding the issue of Parking outside schools and in particular North Wootton School and said that this is still an issue.
He added that from previous discussions, it had been suggested that the Speed Limit on Castle Rising Road from South Wootton, past the Golf Club and up to Castle Rising would be reduced from 60mph to 40mph. He asked if there was any update regarding this.

Mr Jordan stated that Castle Rising Parish Council is leading this and as far as he understood, they were still waiting for the assessors to come and visit, and although things are progressing quite slowly, this is still in hand.
It was felt that County Cllr Mr Simon Ring may be able to provide us with an update next time.

Mr Wells enquired about the resident from The Birches who had raised the issue of her difficulties in crossing the road at Priory Lane and asked whether this situation had now been resolved.

Mr Jordan stated that it had, as the County Council have installed dropped kerbs making the road easier to cross.

There were no other questions or comments regarding Planning / Highways matters.
Policy   
Mr Hofmeister confirmed that no meeting had been held since the last meeting. 
8.  REPORTS FROM OTHER COMMITTEES:

South Wootton Federation: - See attached Report.

Mr Scales spoke regarding a letter received from the Local Authority informing the school that they were intending to drop the PAN (Pupil Admission Number) from 60 to 30 at the Infant School. 
He stated that after appealing, a meeting was promptly organised and they managed to increase the number to 45, and they will also be allowed to exceed that number. 
It was explained that this would have caused major problems at the Junior School in four years’ time and with a reduction in number this would also mean less funding as money is paid to the school per child.
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He added that if parents choose to make South Wootton Schools their first choice, there is room available to take children. 
With no questions, Mr Jordan thanked Mr Scales for his report.

Wootton Park: – Mrs Gotts confirmed that the next meeting is scheduled for Thursday 20th March 2025.
She stated that renovation work at the Pavillion is currently taking place, with help from a Borough Council CIL Grant.

She was pleased to report that Mr Mills has now weed sprayed the Wildflower strips, to enable rotivating and the planting of the seeds to take place.

A Memorial Tree has been planted on the South Wootton Strip and looks lovely.

Tree Carving has also been done and looks great, it was said that the project had been a fantastic idea and was a lovely way to make use of a fallen tree.

Finally, it was said that the “200 Club” is always looking for new members to join, anyone interested in joining should contact Mrs Cornwell at the Parish Office. There are now five prizes to be won per month and all the profits go back into the Park.

Clearance of the Ditches:  Mrs Cornwell informed members that since the recent flooding, the Wootton Park Committee have obtained a quote from Nurture Landscapes for the clearance of the ditches at Wootton Park.
It was explained that the quote is to have the ditches maintained monthly to ensure an unrestricted flow of the water from one end to the other of Parish Land, (Woodland Gardens all the way through Wootton Park, the 9-Acre Field and to the back of Sylvan House on Nursery Lane).

It was said that the quote was to  
· Maintain the drainage ditch around the park

· The Removal of large branches, leaves etc. waste to remain on site
· Removal of man-made waste, waste to be removed from site
· Strimming / Cutting back of vegetation to maintain a free flow of water
It was explained that the cost was for 12 visits per year at £425.00 + VAT Per Visit (Total Per Annum - £5,100 + VAT), it was said that this would be split in the usual way between South and North Wootton Parish Councils.
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Mr Border suggested that it may be a case that if the situation improves, it can be reviewed, and the number of visits may be able to be reduced.
After further discussion, Mr Jordan proposed that Nurture Landscapes are asked to carry out the ditch clearance on a monthly basis initially for a period of one year, this was seconded by Mr Goddard with all members in favour.
With all members happy, Mr Jordan thanked Mrs Gotts for her report.

South Wootton in Bloom: – Mr Narborough referred to the minutes of the SWiB meeting held on 18th February 2025 and commented that within the minutes under the Conservation heading, “The Green” there should have been no reference made to the possible cost of the Pond Dredging project. He added that it should have stated that the Parish Council was in the process of obtaining quotes for the work.

Mrs Cornwell spoke regarding the recent planting of the Memorial Tree on the South Wootton Strip and wished to thank members of the SWiB team for their assistance with the planting.

It was said that the tree, a Flowering Cherry will hopefully look lovely for years to come.

9. CORRESPONDENCE: – As per list.
Members Allowances:  Mr Jordan spoke regarding recent communication which had been received from the Borough Council’s Democratic Services regarding the payment of Members Allowances.

He explained that this has been discussed in the past and as Parish Councillors are all volunteers, no allowances should be paid.

With all members happy, Mr Scales proposed that the Parish Council does not want to pay Members Allowances, this was seconded by Mr Jordan with all members in favour. 
10. ACCOUNTS: – Agreed, as per circulated list (As per the Financial Regulations, the Accounts List was checked and signed by Mr Jordan).
Voucher
Payee



Chq

Reason



Amount

No




No
118
CAN



108933
Membership


  20.00

119
Viking



108934
Stationery/Stamps

247.94

120
ESPO



108935
VH Materials


  22.56
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121
4 Way Refrigeration

108936
Call out – Air Con

322.00

122
Anglian Water


108937
Allots Water
17/11-16/2
  20.45

122A
BMAC Garden Svs

BACS 25 Feb – Various Jobs

            300.00

122B
Robert Fuller


BACS 25 Feb – VH Projector install            2448.00

122C
Brights



BACS 25 Feb – VH Cleaning

            362.69

122D
AMR Fire


BACS 25 Feb – Serv/New F Alarm Sounder 999.60
122E
Total Energies


BACS 25 Feb – S/Lighting Supply-Jan        1652.48

122F
Total Energies


BACS 25 Feb – PO Electric – Jan

224.18

122G
Total Energies


BACS 25 Feb – VH Electric – Jan

244.52

122H
M Fysh


BACS 25 Feb – VH & PO Window Clean        25.00

122I
ESPO



BACS 25 Feb – VH Gas – Jan

232.09

122J
K & M Lighting


BACS 25 Feb – S/Lighting Green Lane       1178.08

122K
S & P Wakefield

BACS 25 Feb – St Marys Wall Repairs       1234.58

122L
A10 Pest Control

BACS 25 Feb – Mole Svs – VH

129.60

122M
Nisbets


BACS 25 Feb – PO Crockery

            141.52

122N
BCKLWN


BACS 25 Feb – Dog Bins

         2690.69

122O
ESPO



BACS 25 Feb – VH Step Ladders

175.20

122P
HMRC



BACS
25 Feb- Cont’b – Feb
                     1051.27

122Q
Norfolk Pension Fund

BACS 25 Feb- Cont’b - Feb
                     1623.66

122R
Prudential


BACS
25 Feb- AVC – TC - Feb

250.00

122S
Mrs T Cornwell

BACS 25 Feb- Salary & Exps Feb)

122T
Mrs M Kirby


BACS 25 Feb- Salary 
) 
         3032.18

122U
S Wightman


BACS 25 Feb- Salary– Feb)      

122V
P Child



BACS 25 Feb- Salary – Feb)
                      1558.96

123
NWPC



108938
Refund Dog Bin Empty
  37.52

123A
Barclays


D/D 3 Feb – A/C Charges


  20.63

123B
BT



D/D 14 Feb – VH Wi-Fi


  42.00

123C
BT



D/D 17 Feb – PO Bundle Charges

  59.94

Plus, Accounts received since circulated list: 
124
Mr E J Reynolds

108939
Chicken Wire Allots Corner
 80.00
125
Anglian Water


108940
PO Water 5/12/24 – 4/3/25
 62.23
126
Anglian Water


108941
Allots Water 5/12/24 – 4/3/25
 33.57
Bank balances as at 28.2.2025.
Community Account       
                                             98,088.40 
Business Premium Account                                                                              0.00
Treasury Deposit                                                                                    200,000.00          
Total                                                                                                     £298,088.40
There being no further business, Mr Jordan closed the meeting at 7.55pm.
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11. NEXT MEETING: 7.00pm on Tuesday, 8th April 2025, in the Parish Office Meeting Room, Church Lane, South Wootton.
Parish Assembly: 7.00pm on Friday 12th April 2024, in the Village Hall, Church Lane, South Wootton.

8th April 2025                                                   

                Chairman
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