S O U T H  W O O T T O N  P A R I S H  C O U N C I L
Minutes of a Meeting held at 7pm on Tuesday, 8th April 2025 

In the Parish Office Meeting Room, Church Lane, South Wootton
Mrs Cornwell explained that Mr Jordan was absent from the meeting as he had recently been feeling unwell, however, he wished to pass on his thanks to Mr Scales for kindly Chairing the evenings meeting in his absence.

Mr Jordan also wished to pass on his thanks to Mr Scales and Mrs Kirby for hosting the Parish Assembly, due to be held on Friday.

Mr Goddard asked if Mrs Cornwell would forward on our best wishes to Mr Jordan, which she kindly agreed to do.
Mrs Cornwell added that following the sad passing of Mr Porters wife, she had sent a condolence card and some flowers to Mr Porter on behalf of the Parish Council, she said that Mr Porter had been in touch to say that he was grateful of the gesture, and that he hoped to attend the Parish Assembly on Friday evening. 
1. TO RECORD THOSE PRESENT: Mr S Scales (Vice Chairman), Mr P Bland, Mrs M Albinson, Mrs T Banks, Mrs D Gotts, Mr M Narborough, Mr S Wells, Mr D Goddard, Mr H Hofmeister, Mrs T Carney, Mr R Williamson, Mrs T Cornwell (Parish Clerk) and Mrs M Kirby (Assistant Parish Clerk). 
Borough Cllr Mr R Coates
Public: Mr G S (Resident)

Mr W Border - NWPC & Wootton Park Association
APOLOGIES: Mr I Jordan (Chairman), Mr A Evans, Mr T Porter, Borough/County Councillor Mr S Ring 
2. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING: – 11th March 2025, these were proposed as a correct record by Mr Hofmeister, seconded by Mr Williamson with all members in favour, they were signed by the Chairman. 
3.  DECLARATION OF INTERESTS: – Mrs Banks declared an interest as she is an Allotment Tenant.
4.  QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC: Mr Scales welcomed Mr Border and Mr S to the meeting and asked if they had anything they wished to say.

Mr Border stated that he had simply come along to observe.
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Mr S spoke regarding the recent flooding and asked what was happening, he explained that he lives in South Wootton, and he had experienced significant flooding in his garden from water backed up in the woods.
He added that the culvert on Castle Rising Road which the ditch runs into had been blocked and had caused the problem, however, after discussion, it was felt that this has since been cleared.

Mr Goddard explained that he had spoken recently to the landowner of the woods, and he had confirmed that all his ditches are clear.

Mr Wells kindly explained the route which the water takes through from Castle Rising woods to North Wootton, South Wootton and out towards the marshes.

After further discussion, there seemed to be confusion as to where the problem actually lies, and which culvert is affected. 

Mr Goddard kindly offered to liaise with Mr S to clarify the location of the problem and to discuss ways in which the issue could be resolved. 

5. REPORTS FROM THE BOROUGH AND COUNTY COUNCILLORS: 

Borough/County Councillor Ring: No Report.

It was explained that Cllr Ring had been called to attend an extraordinary Parish Council meeting at Castle Rising Parish Council to discuss the reduction in the speed limit. 
Borough Councillor Bland: Mr Bland explained that the matter of a Unitary Authority was consuming a great deal of time. 
He said that three options were being looked into, with Borough Council Officers carrying out a lot of work to put forward plans by 26th September 2025 of what the Borough Council would like to see.

The three options being looked at are –

The whole of Norwich

Part of Breckland / Part of North Norfolk and the whole of West Norfolk

Great Yarmouth / South Norfolk and part of North Norfolk
He added that there are lots of implications including time and costs. 

Mrs Banks added that the same issue is being considered with the three hospitals.
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Mr Scales added that things seem to be going back to what they were over 40 years ago.
Mr Bland spoke regarding the increase in Fly-tipping and said that this has become a problem for the Borough Council.

It was explained that the main issue appears to be from Contractors who are employed by residents to take rubbish/waste away and then they are subsequently dumping it.

Comment was made that there was a recent incident of corrugated asbestos sheeting and other items which were illegally dumped in Outwell.

It was suggested that with the County Councils decision to introduce a booking in system to dispose of waste, this has possibly made things more difficult and may possibly be putting people off using the recycling centres.
With no questions, Mr Scales thanked Mr Bland for his report.
Borough Councillor Coates: Cllr Coates spoke regarding Mr Blands current role as Mayor and stated that after serving his office, this will soon be coming to an end, and a new Mayor will be appointed.
Cllr Coates wished to pay tribute to Mr Bland and said that he had done very well and that members of South Wootton Parish Council should be very proud of him.

Members agreed and gave Mr Bland a very well-deserved round of applause.

Mr Bland thanked Cllr Coates for his kind words, and it was said that the Chains of Office would be handed over at the Annual meeting.

Cllr Coates spoke regarding the Unitary Authority and explained that the County Council would like to see just one area, it was said that they feel that just one area would be much more efficient and would be more cost effective. He added that the County Council will be working very hard to push this.

Cllr Coates spoke regarding his Borough Councillor Allowance and explained that last year he had found it difficult to give it away, however, he was pleased to report that he had managed to spend this year’s allowance, with the last of it being allocated to the Wootton Park Pavillion works.
Cllr Coates commented regarding the upcoming Knight’s Hill Teams meeting scheduled for this Thursday 10th April, and explained that he had read through last year’s minutes from 15th April 2024 which he had found interesting.
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He read out the following extract:

Louise Simmonds stated that the roundabout is due to start in June, sewers and pipe work in October and the first dwellings to be moved into will be ready in July 2025. 
Cllr Coates stated that from this the development is obviously well behind the anticipated schedule.
He went on to point out a number of the Inspectors staged Conditions regarding the installation of the Langley Road Traffic Lights and the completion of the Travel Plan.

He anticipated that the development would take approximately eight years to build with the first phase all being built within Castle Rising Parish. 

With no questions, Mr Scales thanked Cllr Coates for his report.
6. REPORTS FROM THE COMMITTEES:
Assets
Mr Narborough confirmed that no meeting had been held, however, he had several updates to give.
The Green and Open Spaces – New Bench:  The base for the bench has been dug out ready for the concrete to be laid, the bench will hopefully be in place next week.
Pond Dredging:  Mr Narborough stated that following the consideration of three quotes for the Pond Dredging works, ADC (East Anglia) Limited have been selected to carry out the work.

It was said that the project would take approximately two weeks and would hopefully be carried out in June, weather permitting, to avoid the nesting period and when the children will still be at school.  

Mrs Banks apologised for divulging the possible cost of the Pond Dredging project during a recent South Wootton in Bloom meeting but said that she had only intended to give a rough indication of the costs involved.

Mrs Cornwell confirmed that when the project goes ahead it will be paid for via Parish Council CIL funds.
All members were happy.
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Ditches: Mr Narborough reported that following a site meeting with Mr Tim Glover, the ditches and the pipes which run from the Pond through to Nursery Close are to be cleared.
Dips in the Village Hall Car Park:  Again, after consideration of three quotes for the work, Neville Godfrey have been asked to carry out the repairs to the Village Hall Car Park. This work will be carried out in the school holidays, as the Car Park will have to be closed for the duration of the work.
New Bus Shelters: Mr Narborough reported that things are moving along with the installation of the four new Bus Shelters, it was said that a lot of work had taken place to get this project to fruition.

It was said that Neville Godfrey hopes to install the concrete Bus Shelter pads during the second week of the Easter holidays, and it was confirmed that the 50% deposit to Able Engineering has now been paid.

Village Hall – Bin Store:  Mr Narborough reported that the Bin Store is now complete and is looking good, it was said that a lock has been added to keep it secure and the woven metal blends in well with the surroundings and will need no maintenance.

Members commented that the Bin Store had been a great idea by Mr Hofmeister.

New Trod Footpath (Meadow Road to Church Lane): Mr Narborough stated that following the issues with NCC, West Norfolk Surfacing have been asked to install the Trod Footpath.

A date has been pencilled in for 27th May 2025 for the work to take place.

Mr Narborough thanked Mrs Cornwell for the work involved in organising meetings with contractors and obtaining quotes etc.

Mrs Cornwell confirmed that when the project goes ahead it will be paid for via the Parish Council CIL funds.

Additional Dusk till Dawn Light:  Mrs Cornwell reported that the additional Dusk till Dawn lighting at the Village Hall has been installed earlier today, it is hoped that members will see a difference when they leave the evenings meeting.

Again, the cost of the Lights will be paid for from the Parish Councils CIL Funds.
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Village Hall / Parish Office Additional Solar Panels:  Mrs Cornwell stated that after the consideration of three quotes provided by local Solar Panel companies, the work had been agreed and is scheduled to take place during the Easter holidays.
Once again, Mrs Cornwell confirmed that the cost of the Solar Panels would be paid for from the Parish Councils CIL Funds.

Bench at the South Wootton Strip:  Mrs Banks reported that the bench installed by South Wootton in Bloom, situated on the South Wootton strip is leaning backwards and needs to be reinstated.
Mrs Cornwell said that she would speak to Mr Andrew Foreman about the bench and either get it temporarily removed for safety reasons or taped off and reinstated as soon as possible
With no other items to discuss under Assets, Mr Scales thanked Mr Narborough for his report.

Finance
Mr Scales confirmed that there had been a meeting held on Thursday 3rd April 2025, the minutes of which had been circulated to all members.
He said that the last financial year had been good, and the End of Year figures had come in close to the Budget.
He said that some areas to note is that the Utilities have been expensive and are still running at a level higher than expected, the Tree Survey was carried out at Wootton Park at a cost of £700.00 and the associated Tree Surgery came in at a significant cost.

Mrs Cornwell stated that whilst tree planting within the Parish is a lovely idea, future maintenance costs can be quite costly, she added that under every heading, the budget for Tree Surgery was exceeded, and commented that when our current Tree Surgeon retires, it is unlikely we would find someone to carry out the work at the same reasonable costs.
Mr Scales referred to the minutes and stated that most of the other areas of expenditure have remained in line with the budget that was set last year, however, the Servicing of the Dog Waste Bins had come in over the budget at £4,870.44, as it included an annual payment rolled over from last year and an invoice which was paid twice in error which will be adjusted in due course.
Mr Goddard asked if the budgets set for 2025/2026 were enough.
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Mr Scales stated that he was confident that the budgets which had been set would be sufficient, it was said that there are also additional monies available in the Parish Council’s Reserve Funds if needed.

On a positive note, Mr Scales reported that income from the Hire Fees for both the Parish Office and the Village Hall was at a higher level than budgeted for and this would help to offset the increased Utility Fees.
Mrs Cornwell added that use of the CIL Funds had also been a learning curve, she explained that previously the Funds had been used solely for the purchase of certain items, but she had learnt that the CIL Funds can also be used for Installation, which will make for improved accounting and help with the budgets.
Mr Scales spoke regarding the Miscellaneous payments and confirmed that the £500.00 Grant to South Wootton in Bloom had been paid, however it was raised at the Finance Meeting that an additional £200.00 allocated for donations had been unspent.

Mr Scales stated that at the meeting it was suggested that the £200.00 be donated to West Norfolk Befriending.

With all members happy, Mrs Banks proposed that £200.00 is paid by way of a donation to West Norfolk Befriending annually, this was seconded by Mr Hofmeister with all members in favour.  

Dips in the Village Hall Car Park: Mr Scales stated that the repairs to the Dips in the Village Hall Car Park had also been discussed, it was explained that three quotes had been obtained from local contractors, and it was decided that the quote of £12,295.00 +VAT from Neville Godfrey was the most competitive price, that they have carried out work for the Parish Council in the past and that they are reliable.

After further brief discussion, Mr Narborough proposed that the Parish Council should ask Neville Godfrey to carry out the repairs to the dips in the Village Hall Car Park at a cost of £12,295.00 +VAT, this was seconded by Mr Scales with all members in favour.  

Mrs Cornwell said that she would get the work booked in for during the school summer holidays, she added that the cost of the Project would be paid for from the Parish Councils CIL Funds.
Mr Wells asked how long the Parish Council has before the CIL Funds must be spent.
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Mrs Cornwell confirmed that it must be spent within five years of receipt and commented that the Parish Council has several large projects in the pipeline, such as the Pond Dredging, the upgrading of the Lighting Columns and the new Bus Shelters.

It was said that the Parish Council has approximately £225,000 CIL Funds remaining and has spent approximately £118,000 on various projects so far.
With all members happy with the finances and no other questions, Mr Scales proposed that the Finances are a correct record of the End of Year 2024/2025 accounts; this was seconded by Mr Narborough with all members in favour.

Statement for the Annual Meeting: Mrs Cornwell explained that the               revised Accounts Statement for the Annual Meeting had been circulated to all members. With all members happy, Mr Narborough proposed that the Statement for the Annual Meeting is correct, this was seconded by Mr Bland with all members in favour.
Mrs Cornwell explained that she will now get things ready to be sent to the Internal Auditor, once this is then received back, members will be asked to answer the usual questions on the AGAR Form, and everything will then be sent to the External Auditors.

All members were happy.
Bank Statements and Bank Reconciliation:  Mrs Cornwell reminded members that it is necessary/good practice to have the Bank Statements and Bank Reconciliation checked and initialled at the monthly Parish Council Meetings where all Parish Councillors were present.
Mr Scales looked at the Bank Statements for March 2025, the Bank Balance, the total of Unpresented Cheques and the Balance of the Current Account and Treasury Deposit Account.  These amounts altogether corresponded with amounts in the Cashbook.

Once Mr Scales was happy that everything balanced, he signed the Bank Statements and the Accounts sheet. 
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Planning  

Planning Reports:  Mr Bland explained that all members had been provided with copies of the recent Planning Reports with details of the various Applications and Decisions. It was said that Planning Applications continue to be dealt with by the Planning Committee via Email, unless a full meeting is called to allow members of the Public to attend, or a site visit is required.
New Developments:  Mr Bland stated that he had recently spoken to the Developers at Knights Hill, and they have indicated that they will not start, building until August 2025, he added that the properties at the Persimmon Development are also struggling to be sold, with only two properties sold since Christmas and the situation at Lovells is the same.

Mr Bland added that he has a meeting scheduled with Allison Homes on Friday when he hopes to find out further information on how their site is progressing.

Highways Matters:  Mrs Banks spoke regarding the dip which has formed in the pavement outside 7 Avon Road and explained that whilst the County Council have said that it does not currently meet their intervention levels, it is highly dangerous to pedestrians.

Mrs Cornwell stated that she would speak to the local Highways Engineer and ask if he could take a look.

(Clerk’s Note: An emergency repair to pavement has been made, and a full repair has been scheduled in).
Mr Narborough spoke regarding the recent positioning of diversion signage and explained that in places this is quite dangerous as it has been placed out into the road, sometimes on corners.

It was also said that the diversion signage is very confusing and is often put up far too early with no indication as to which roads are actually closed.

Mr Goddard spoke regarding recent correspondence he had seen regarding the possible closure of Castle Rising Road for the construction of a “Toucan Crossing” and said that it was disappointing that the County Council had failed to notify the Parish Council and keep them informed.
Mrs Cornwell stated that she would contact County Cllr Mr Simon Ring and the Highways Engineer to see if they can provide us with any further information.

Mrs Cornwell stated that whilst a crossing point would be a great idea, she felt that the plans were not sufficient and hopefully could be amended.
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Mr Goddard said that the Parish Council must contact Cllr Ring for further information and ensure that the Parish Council is consulted.

With no other questions or comments regarding Planning / Highways matters, Mr Scales thanked Mr Bland for his report.
Policy   
Mr Hofmeister confirmed that no meeting had been held since the last meeting. 
7.  REPORTS FROM OTHER COMMITTEES:

South Wootton Federation: - Mr Scales explained that Year 6 SATs are due to start on 12th May 2025.

He said that the Finances are a struggle due to difficulties getting pupils in. He added that the school has produced a budget based on lower numbers, however, was pleased to say that some pupils have been picked up from the new Lavender Fields Development.

It was said that Mr Bland, in his role as Mayor, is scheduled to open the new Play Area at the school.

There were no questions regarding the Schools.
Wootton Park: – Mrs Gotts confirmed that a meeting had been held on Thursday 20th March 2025, the minutes of which had been circulated to all members.
She stated that renovation work at the Pavillion is almost complete, with help from a Borough Council CIL Grant.

She was pleased to report that the seeds at the Wildflower strips have now been sown, however, Mr Mills is a little concerned due to the lack of rain.
Mr Hofmeister enquired about the newly planted Memorial Tree and asked if it was being looked after and watered.

Comment was made that the family are keeping an eye on it and watering it.

Mrs Gotts added that Tree Carving has also been done and looks great, it was said that the project had been a fantastic idea and was a lovely way to make use of a fallen tree.
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The Picnic on the Park event will be going ahead again this year on Saturday 7th June, with the help of a Lottery Grant – it was asked if people visiting the event can be encouraged to take along some cash to support the various stallholders such as South Wootton in Bloom.

Mr Border said that he would ask Mrs Howard to advertise this.

Finally, it was said that the “200 Club” is always looking for new members to join, anyone interested in joining should contact Mrs Cornwell at the Parish Office. There are now five prizes to be won per month and all the profits go back into the Park.

Shutters at the Pavillion:  Mrs Cornwell explained that the works at the Pavillion are close to completion, however, stated that following the installation of the Main glass entrance doors, the installation of security shutters had not been initially considered or accounted for.

She explained that three quotes had been obtained for suitable shutters as follows:

· Complete Garage Doors

£6,854.40 inc. VAT
· Neil Gotsell



£7,758.69

· Nimmo



£8,212.00

It was explained that the shutters are essential to keep the Pavillion building secure and if members were happy, the cost could be paid for via the Parish Council’s CIL Funds.
It was suggested that the cost of the shutters could be paid for via the usual split with North Wootton Parish Council.

Mr Border explained that unfortunately, North Wootton Parish Council does not currently have any money to contribute. 

Members discussed the quotes and felt that it was very important to have the building protected from vandalism. Mrs Banks proposed that the Parish Council finances the shutters wholly from South Wootton Parish Council CIL Funds, this was seconded by Mrs Albinson and unanimously agreed.
Mr Border thanked members for their kind contribution.
With all members happy, Mr Scales thanked Mrs Gotts for her report.
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South Wootton in Bloom: – Mrs Albinson explained that talks are ongoing regarding the possibility of changing from South Wootton in Bloom to “Wootton in Bloom”.
She stated that once again, SWiB will be entering the Anglia in Bloom Competition virtually this year; with Wootton Park, The Green and the Churchyard entering the different categories.

With nothing more to add, Mr Scales thanked Mrs Albinson for her short report.

8. CORRESPONDENCE: – As per list.
9. ACCOUNTS: – Agreed, as per circulated list (As per the Financial Regulations, the Accounts List was checked and signed by Mr Scales).
Voucher
Payee



Chq

Reason



Amount

No




No
126A 
K & M Lighting


BACS 11 Mar – Maint/CR Rd Column         1712.33

126B 
Gary Smith


BACS 11 Mar – VH Ladies Toilets
            260.00

126C
ECS Computers

BACS 11 Mar – Monthly Services

246.48

126D
4 Way



BACS 11 Mar – Air Con Repairs

216.00

126E 
Tas Valley Fire

BACS 11 Mar – Fire Risk Assessments
282.00

126F
A10 Pest Control

BACS 11 Mar – Allots/Pond Pest Con
108.00

126G
WN Surfacing


BACS 11 Mar – Sandbach White lining
300.00

126H
Gemstone Structural

BACS 17 Mar – VH Structural Survey
780.00

126I
AMR Electrical

BACS 17 Mar – VH Emergency Lighting
353.22

126J 
ESPO



BACS 17 Mar – VH Gas – Feb

196.36

126K
Total Energies


BACS 17 Mar – S/Lighting Supply-Feb       1341.15

126L
Total Energies


BACS 17 Mar – PO Electric – Feb
            181.37

126M
Total Energies


BACS 17 Mar – VH Electric – Feb
            183.20

126N
Anglian Water


BACS 17 Mar – VH Water 


290.81

126O
HMRC



BACS
25 Mar - Cont’b – March
          1079.83

126P
Norfolk Pension Fund

BACS 25 Mar - Cont’b - March
          1643.40

126Q
Prudential


BACS
25 Mar - AVC – TC - March
            250.00

126R
Mrs T Cornwell

BACS 25 Mar- Salary & Exps March)

126S
Mrs M Kirby


BACS 25 Mar - Salary 
) 
          3001.86

126T
S Wightman


BACS 25 Mar- Salary– March)      

126U
P Child



BACS 25 Mar - Salary – March)
          1616.67

126V
R J McIntyre


BACS 25 Mar – Various Jobs

            150.00

126W
NWPC



BACS 25 Mar – Share of Exps                  16186.73

126X
ESPO



BACS 25 Mar – VH Materials

              67.80

126Y 4 Way



BACS 25 Mar – Solar Panel deposits          1790.45

126Z 4 Way



BACS 25 Mar – Solar Panel deposits          3467.65

126AA N Mills



BACS 31 Mar – Wildflower seed costs
184.00

126BB Nurture Landscapes

BACS 31 Mar – Green – Verti Drain
            780.00

126CC M Fysh


BACS 31 Mar - PO & VH Window clean
  25.00
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Plus, Accounts received since circulated list: 
1
NALC



108942
Subscriptions

            863.33

2
BCKLWN


108943
Rates


          1899.81

3
BCKLWN


108944
VH Trade & Recycling Bin    1514.50

4
Clear Councils


108945
PC Insurance

          3348.08

4A
K & M Lighting


BACS 8 April – Maint & Avon Rd Damage
810.25

4B
NWPC



BACS 8 April – Share of Telecom Payment    68.57
4C
ECS Computers

BACS 8 April – Monthly Service Charges      246.48

4D
Brights



BACS 8 April – VH Cleaning & Materials       375.65
4E
Able Engineering

BACS 8 April – Bus Shelter Deposit
        13429.80
4F
Peter Bourner


BACS 8 April – Tree Surgery
           
          1400.00
4G
BCKLWN


BACS 8 April – Dog Bins

          3109.39
4H
Jex Plant


BACS 8 April - Pond Surveys
                      1440.00
4I
Pat Wakefield


BACS 8 April – St Mary’s Wall Repairs        2069.04
Bank balances as at 31.3.2025.
Community Account       
                                             70,967.88 
Business Premium Account                                                                              0.00
Treasury Deposit                                                                                    200,000.00          
Total                                                                                                     £270,967.88
There being no further business, Mr Scales closed the meeting at 8.15pm.
10. NEXT MEETING: 7.00pm on Tuesday, 13th May 2025, in the Parish Office Meeting Room, Church Lane, South Wootton.
13th May 2025                                                   

                Chairman
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