S O U T H  W O O T T O N  P A R I S H  C O U N C I L
Minutes of a Meeting held at 7pm on Tuesday, 10th June 2025 

In the Parish Office Meeting Room, Church Lane, South Wootton
1. TO RECORD THOSE PRESENT: Mr S Scales (Chairman), Mr P Bland (Vice Chairman), Mrs M Albinson, Mrs D Gotts, Mr M Narborough, Mr S Wells, Mr D Goddard, Mr H Hofmeister, Mr T Porter, Mr A Evans, Mrs T Carney, Mr R Williamson, Mrs T Cornwell (Parish Clerk) and Mrs M Kirby (Assistant Parish Clerk). 
Public: Mr G S 

Mr and Mrs W Border - NWPC & Wootton Park Association
Borough Cllr Mr R Coates

APOLOGIES: Mrs T Banks and Borough/County Cllr Mr S Ring
2. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING: – 13th May 2025, these were proposed as a correct record by Mr Narborough, seconded by Mr Wells with all members in favour they were signed by the Chairman. 
3.  DECLARATION OF INTERESTS: – None
4.  QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC: Mr Scales welcomed Mr and Mrs Border and Mr S to the meeting and asked if they had anything they wished to say.

Mr Border stated that they had simply come along to observe, however, commented that the Wootton Gardens ditch and drainage project is now complete.

Mr S stated that he wished to enquire about the flooding issues that he had raised last time and commented that the Castle Rising side is still full of water.

Mr Goddard explained that after discussions and work carried out by the Landowner, a large concrete obstruction had been located within the ditch on Lord Howard’s side which needs to be removed.

Mrs Cornwell stated that she had emailed Pam at the Castle Rising Estate Office informing her of the situation and had asked that the obstruction be removed. 
Comment was made that the piece of concrete may have been put there by the County Council many years ago as part of the culvert system.

Mrs Cornwell explained that a response from Castle Rising Estate regarding the clearance of the concrete obstruction is yet to be received.
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Mr Goddard confirmed that the Landowner has already cleared the 10 metres of ditch on his side.

Mr S said that he was happy with things and that the issue is progressing.
5. REPORTS FROM THE BOROUGH AND COUNTY COUNCILLORS: 

Borough/County Councillor Ring: No Report.

Borough Councillor Bland: Mr Bland said that there was not much to report this time, however, the matter of Unitary Authorities is still on people’s minds.

He hoped that Cllr Ring may attend the meeting a little later and as Deputy Leader, he may be able to provide more information.

Mr Bland stated that he had retired as Mayor on Thursday 15th May and since then he has become more involved with Borough Council matters and the various Committees.

He said that he had found his role as Mayor to be a huge honour and that he had had a wonderful year attending many engagements during his time.

With no questions, Mr Scales thanked Mr Bland for his short report.

Borough Councillor Coates: Cllr Coates was pleased to report that he had donated £500 of his Borough Councillor Allowance to the Picnic on the Park event.
Whilst it was noted that the event, due to be held last weekend had been cancelled, he was happy for the donation to be rolled forward to when the event eventually takes place.
(Clerk’s Note: The Picnic on The Park Event is now scheduled to be held on Saturday 19th July 2025).

Cllr Coates spoke regarding the new local Housing Developments and explained that he is often asked where the new residents who move there come from.

He explained that after contacting each of the Developers, he had found out the following various pieces of information:

Persimmon Homes – Lavender Fields

125 Total Dwellings (25 Housing Association plus 100 for Private sale)

63 Already Sold with over half of the site now occupied.
37 Dwellings remain for sale.

The majority of residents are local people moving into the Woottons.
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Allison Homes – Wootton Grange

450 Total Dwellings

6 Already Sold and occupied with a further 8 sold

The link road from the Allison Homes Development will join up with the Persimmon Homes Development in the future and a pedestrian Access through to the Schools will also be provided.
Knight’s Hill Development
600 Total Dwellings

The Developers hope to start work in Autumn 2025 at a rate of 70 dwellings per annum.
The Bus Stop/Bus Lane outside the Farm Shop has been delayed until Autumn.

Finally, Cllr Coates spoke regarding Unitary Authorities and urged residents to support the Borough Council in what they are proposing. He added that it is difficult to know what will happen and we will just have to wait and see.

6. TO DISCUSS THE GENERAL POWER OF COMPETENCE ACCREDITATION:  Mrs Cornwell explained that following last month’s meeting she had made some further enquiries regarding the General Power of Competence and whether she is qualified to enable the Parish Council to use it.

She stated that after further investigation and discussions with the Norfolk Training Partnership, she has found that she is fully qualified, and as the Parish Council has two-thirds elected members, which it has, and a CILCA Qualified Clerk, the Parish Council can use the General Power of Competence if required.

It was explained that the General Power of Competence (GPC) is a legal provision that allows local councils to do anything an individual can generally do, as long as it is not prohibited by other laws. It essentially grants councils a broad, residual power, allowing them to act on a wide range of matters where they don't have specific legislation for the task.

With all members happy, Mr Scales proposed that the Parish Council is qualified and can use the General Power of Competence if and when required, this was seconded by Mr Evans with all members in favour, this was adopted. 

7. REPORTS FROM THE COMMITTEES:
Assets
Mr Narborough confirmed that a meeting had been held on 4th June 2025, the minutes of which had been circulated to all members.
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He was pleased to say that during the meeting he had been re-elected as Chairman of the Assets Committee and thanked members for their continued support.

Allotments – New rear fencing: Mr Narborough explained that the fencing in the rear corner is still in hand, a site meeting has been held with the contractor and our exact requirements have been agreed.

Review of Controlled Burning:  Mr Narborough explained that an Allotment Tenant had been in touch to request that the burning period at the Allotments be extended, up until 31st March each year.

It was explained that at present the rules state that - No Bonfires will be allowed at the Grimston Road Allotments between 1st March and 30th September.

Mr Narborough stated that after lengthy discussion by Assets Committee members concerns had been raised regarding the possible impact to wildlife and the neighbouring residents who, in March, begin to use their gardens for drying washing and generally being outdoors.

Mrs Gotts proposed that the Rules for Controlled Burning remain the same and that No Bonfires will be allowed at the Grimston Road Allotments between 1st March and 30th September, this was seconded by Mr Williamson and unanimously agreed.

Tree Planting on Plots – New Tenants:  Mr Narborough stated that the planting of trees at the Allotments had also been discussed by the Assets Committee, it was explained that problems occur when trees are allowed to grow so large that they cast shade and their roots ingress to neighbouring plots.

It was suggested that to stop future problems occurring a new Allotment rule should be introduced for future tenants stopping the planting of trees which may cast shadow and root ingress on bordering plots. 
It was also proposed that the new rule also limits the height of any tree to perhaps 10ft.

With all members happy, Mr Wells proposed that a maximum height limit for trees on the Allotments be set at four metres, this was seconded by Mr Goddard with all members in favour.

In addition to this, Mr Goddard proposed that tenants only be allowed to plant Fruit Trees on the Allotments and that they must be maintained at a maximum height of four metres, this was seconded by Mr Hofmeister, with all members in favour.
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These new rules will be added to the Additional Clauses of the Tenancy Agreement.
Village Hall - Solar Panel Service Contract: Mr Narborough informed members that the Assets Committee had discussed a quotation for a Solar Panel Annual Maintenance and Service Contract with 4Way Electrical Ltd and explained that this had been received at £258.00 including VAT each for the Village Hall and the Parish Office.

After discussion, it was agreed that it was a good idea to have an Annual Contract in place. Mr Hofmeister proposed that the Parish Council goes ahead with the Solar Panel Annual Maintenance and Service Contract Quotes with 4Way Electrical Ltd at a cost of £258.00 Inc VAT each, this was seconded by Mr Williamson with all members in favour.
New Noticeboard in Foyer:  Mr Narborough referred to the minutes and stated that Mr Wightman, the Village Hall Caretaker had raised that the existing Noticeboard in the Village Hall Foyer, had become very old and was looking dated.

After investigations, it was found that a replacement Noticeboard, with a solid oak frame and double doors could be purchased at a cost of £349.00 +VAT.

Members of the Assets Committee had discussed the Noticeboard and felt that it would make the foyer look nice, and the blue colour would match the existing theme in the Hall of blue partitions and signage.

With all members happy, Mrs Gotts proposed that the Parish Council purchases a new Noticeboard as per the circulated quote of £349.00 +VAT, this was seconded by Mr Hofmeister with all members in favour.

Comment was made that the cost of the Noticeboard could possibly come from the Parish Council’s CIL Funds.

Correspondence from South Wootton Pre-School:  Mrs Cornwell explained that a letter had been received from Mrs Lisa Carter, the Manager of the Pre-School requesting the Parish Council’s support in funding the purchase of ten children’s tables and a suitable storage trolley for use within the Village Hall. 

It was said that the tables would not only serve the immediate needs of the Pre-School but would also benefit the wider Community of South Wootton who regularly hire the Hall for events involving children such as parties, and family activities.
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Mrs Cornwell stated that Mrs Carter had explained that their current tables are no longer fit for purpose and unfortunately, as a small private Pre-School they do not have the funds available to replace them. 

It was explained that Mrs Carter had sourced a high-quality option that would match the existing adult tables used in the Hall at a cost of 145.40 each.

Mrs Cornwell added that since the Assets Committee meeting a further two quotations had been received as follows:

TTS 
£178.79 inc VAT per table

Hope
£180.00 inc VAT per table 
Mrs Cornwell also confirmed that after making enquiries with the Borough Council’s CIL Team, the tables and suitable storage trolley would qualify for CIL Funding if they were available for use by the whole Community.
Mrs Cornwell stated that Mrs Carter had already indicated that if the Parish Council is able to fund the purchase of the tables, she would support this, by leaving their children’s chairs out and available for other Village Hall Hirers to use alongside the tables.

After further discussion, Mr Hofmeister proposed that the Parish Council purchases ten children’s tables and a suitable storage trolley for use within the Village Hall, via Parish Council CIL Funds, this was seconded by Mr Scales with all members in favour.

Pond Dredging:  Mr Narborough stated that work to dredge the Pond should be taking place soon. He added that a meeting is scheduled with the contactors, ADC Drainage Ltd on Monday 16th June to ensure things are all in place. 

Mrs Cornwell explained that the Environment Agency has given the go ahead to allow the silt to be spread on the Green, however, an additional silt sample will be taken this week.

Mr Narborough stated that when the work takes place the Parish Council must look at a replacement Gate/Drain to stop debris from the Pond entering the water outlet pipes.

(Clerks Note: The Gate/Drain and trimming of the vegetation adjacent to Nursery Lane has been agreed).
All members were happy with the situation.

Mrs Cornwell confirmed that when the project goes ahead it will qualify for CIL funding.

-42-

New Bus Shelters: It was said that the bases for the four new Bus Shelters were laid during the Easter holidays, the actual Shelters will be installed by Able Engineering shortly.

(Clerk’s Note: The Bus Shelters are now all in place).

Trod / Footpath between Church Lane/Meadow Road (CIL Funds):  Mr Narborough confirmed that the new Trod / Footpath is now complete and is looking great.

Mrs Cornwell confirmed that the cost of the project will be paid for from the Parish Councils CIL Funds.

Request for funding for Five Owl Boxes (CIL):  Mrs Cornwell referred to the Assets Minutes and stated that members had discussed some correspondence received from Mr Julian Moulton requesting CIL funding to replace five Owl Boxes which had been damaged or destroyed in the winter storms at a cost of £145.00 each 
She explained that after further clarification from Mr Moulton, the damaged Owl Boxes are sited at Gavin Lane and Eau Brink Farms (Not in South Wootton).
Mr Williamson explained that following the Assets Committee Meeting, he had enquired at the Kings Lynn Men’s Shed to see if this may be something that they may be able to help with, however, unfortunately they do not currently have the resources to help.
Mrs Cornwell suggested that whilst Assets Committee members were not keen to fund Owl Boxes situated outside the Parish, it may be a nice idea if Mr Moulton is willing to assist and monitor, to install two Owl Boxes within the large Oak Trees at the 9 Acre field.
After further discussion, Mr Wells proposed that the Parish Council purchases two Owl Boxes for siting within the Boundaries of South Wootton, this was seconded by Mr Williamson with all members in favour.
Grass Cutting:  Mr Narborough spoke briefly regarding the Cemetery and The Green and stated that both areas were looking great. He added that the Grass Cutting Contractors have been doing a really good job and that he had never seen the Parish looking so good.

Mrs Cornwell informed members that our Contractors, Nurture Landscapes provide us with a permanent team, who know our area well, and confirmed that following the Assets Committee meeting she had sent a letter to Nurture Landscapes, thanking them for their work.
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With no questions, Mr Scales thanked Mr Narborough for his report.
Finance
Mr Scales confirmed that there had been no meeting held, the next meeting is scheduled for Thursday 3rd July 2025.

Bank Statements and Bank Reconciliation:  Mrs Cornwell reminded members that it is necessary/good practice to have the Bank Statements and Bank Reconciliation checked and initialled at the monthly Parish Council Meetings where all Parish Councillors were present.
Mr Scales and Mr Bland looked at the Bank Statements for May 2025, the Bank Balance, the total of Unpresented Cheques and the Balance of the Current Account and Treasury Deposit Account.  These amounts altogether corresponded with amounts in the Cashbook.

Once Mr Scales was happy that everything balanced, he and Mr Bland signed the Bank Statements.

Mr Scales also signed the Accounts sheet for the minutes folder.
Planning  

Planning Reports:  Mr Bland explained that all members had been provided with copies of the recent Planning Reports with details of the various Applications and Decisions. It was said that Planning Applications continue to be dealt with by the Planning Committee via Email, unless a full meeting is called to allow members of the Public to attend, or a site visit is required.
With no questions or comments regarding Planning / Highways matters, Mr Scales thanked Mr Bland for his report.
Policy   

Mr Hofmeister confirmed that no meeting had been held since the last meeting. 

8.  REPORTS FROM OTHER COMMITTEES:

South Wootton Federation: - Mr Scales stated that the children have returned to school following the Half Term break and said that it is now a busy time with the planned Sports Day, Fete and an end of year Play.
A full report will be provided next time.
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Wootton Park: – Mrs Gotts was disappointed to report that the Picnic on The Park event, scheduled for 7th June had been cancelled due to inclement weather, it is hoped however, that an alternative date will be organised soon.
(Clerk’s Note: The Picnic on The Park event has been rescheduled for Saturday 19th July 2025).

Mrs Gotts stated that a new Noticeboard for siting on the Pavillion is in hand and will be ordered soon.
The seeds at the Wildflower strips have been sown, however, these are progressing slowly due to the lack of rain. She added that the grass cutters have mowed a nice strip of grass around them so that they can be clearly seen.
Mrs Gotts said that the “200 Club” is always looking for new members to join, anyone interested in joining should contact Mrs Cornwell at the Parish Office. There are now five prizes to be won per month, and all the profits go back into the Park.

Finally, it was reported that the new Play Equipment and Gym Equipment has been installed at the northern end of the Park, the area was looking really good, and the equipment is being well used.

A big “Thank You” was given to Mrs Anita Howard for the time and effort she had put in to organise the Play Equipment project.

With all members happy, Mr Scales thanked Mrs Gotts for her report.

South Wootton in Bloom: – Mrs Albinson informed members that following the postponement of the Picnic on the Park event, she was looking at selling some of the plants originally destined for the stall at her home gateway.

Mrs Cornwell suggested that to gain interest and to promote this, it may be beneficial if this was advertised on “The Wootton’s Community” Facebook page.

Mrs Albinson said that the SWiB Team would also like to get more hanging baskets placed around the Village and are trying to encourage local Shop units and Businesses to have a basket outside their premises. 
With nothing more to add, Mr Scales thanked Mrs Albinson for her report.

9. CORRESPONDENCE: – As per circulated list.
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Statement of Licencing Policy Review: Mrs Cornwell explained that correspondence had been received from the Borough Council regarding the Statement of Licencing Policy Review, she stated that The Licensing Act 2003 (the ‘Act’) requires all local authorities to publish a Statement of Licensing Policy each five-year period.  The current policy was approved in January 2021 and regulations require that the policy is reviewed so that a new policy is in place by January 2026.  
Mrs Cornwell explained that The Act also requires that the Borough Council consults with interested parties, such as Parish Councils, the Police, Representatives of local businesses and residents before they can publish the Statement of Policy. 

Mrs Cornwell explained that as both Mr Scales and Mr Bland had looked at the Policy and were happy with it, she would send a reply to the Borough Council confirming that we are happy with the Policy and thanking them for setting the document out so well making it very clear and easy reading.
Letter from Mr Ivan Jordan:  Mrs Cornwell explained that following the recent retirement of Mr Jordan from the Parish Council he had sent in a letter thanking members for their kind words and leaving card and gift.
Mrs Cornwell read out the letter and once again members wished Mr Jordan a long and happy retirement.
New Toucan Crossing at Wootton Gap:  Mr Goddard spoke regarding the new Toucan Crossing Point to be installed on Wootton Road (Junction with Low Road/Grimston Road) and said that he still felt that it was not fit for purpose and that pressure should be put on the County Council to install an additional crossing point for people to cross the A148 / Low Road.

Mrs Cornwell added that she had contacted Mr Steil, the Designer at the County Council Highways Team who had already taken note of the suggestion and said that they will investigate the matter and look at possibilities and come back to us.

She stated however, that should an additional crossing point be authorised it would not be done with the new Wootton Road crossing as this work is scheduled to take place during the summer holidays.

Mrs Cornwell informed members that the funding for the Toucan Crossing was coming from Local Cycling and Walking Infrastructure Plans Funding and had taken about five years to come to fruition. 
She added that she had enquired with the Highways Designer how much a crossing like the one outside KESA would be and they have provided an indication of around £190,000.
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Mrs Cornwell confirmed that she would continue to pursue the matter and obtain a response from Mr Steil.

(Clerk’s Note: A response has now been received from Mr Steil stating that it is down to not being able to install a two-phase crossing. For a crossing to be installed on Grimston Road, it would need to be a staggered crossing, similar to the new Wootton Road crossing and would require the loss of one of the three southern lanes, with the northern footway also increased in width).
10. ACCOUNTS: – Agreed, as per circulated list (As per the Financial Regulations, the Accounts List was checked and signed by Mr Scales).
Voucher
Payee



Chq

Reason



Amount

No




No
9A
ESPO


BACS 19 May – VH Gas April


  56.30

9B
M Fysh

BACS 19 May – PO & VH Window Clean
 
  25.00

9C
Brights


BACS 19 May- VH Supplies


  
  11.82

9D
Andrew Foreman
BACS 19 May- Install, Bench, Slabs, Bin
          1575.00 

9E
AMR Fire

BACS 19 May- Fire Alarm Call monitor charges       168.00

9F
Nurture

BACS 19 May- Allots Grass/Play Insp

117.62

9G
Nurture

BACS 19 May- Grass Cutting

        
          1789.26

9H
Gary Smith

BACS 19 May- VH Comm Rm Door

            408.00

9I
ECS Computers
BACS 19 May- Monthly Service Charges

246.48

9J
K & M Lighting

BACS 19 May- Maint – May


            534.25

9K
PJ Windows

BACS 19 May- Bus Shelter Cleaning


153.00

9L
Glover Environment
BACS 19 May- Ditch Clearance

          1015.20

9M
Brights


BACS 19 May- VH Cleaning



379.01

9N
Glover Environment 
BACS 19 May- Ditch/Pipe Clearance
         
          1200.00

9O
TBL Blinds

BACS 19 May- PO Blinds



180.00

9P
HMRC


BACS
27 May - Cont’b – May
        
          1298.47

9Q
Norfolk Pen Fund
BACS 27 May - Cont’b - May
                    
          1613.75

9R
Prudential

BACS
27 May- AVC – TC - May

 
250.00

9S
Mrs T Cornwell
BACS 27 May- Salary & Exps May)

9T
Mrs M Kirby

BACS 27 May- Salary 
) 
         
          3132.60

9U
S Wightman

BACS 27 May - Salary– May)      

9V
P Child


BACS 27 May - Salary – May)
                     1711.16

9W
BMAC Garden Svs
BACS 27 May – Various Jobs


260.00

9X
Peter Bourner

BACS 27 May-Tree Surgery

                      1100.00

9Y
Anglian Water

BACS 27 May-Allots Water 17/2-16/5

114.60

9Z
Quooker

BACS 27 May – New Boiling Water Tap VH           1250.00

9AA
Barclays

D/D 8 May A/C charges



  21.84

9BB
BT


D/D 14 May VH Wi-Fi




  44.68

9CC
BT


D/D 15 May PO Bundle



  64.32
Plus, Accounts received since circulated list: 
10
MKM


108951
Allots – Materials

  
  14.62

11
SJP Solicitors

108952
Cemetery Refund


260.00
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11A
ECS Computers
BACS 9 June Monthly Services


246.18

11B
4 Way


BACS 9 June VH Air Con

         
          9019.32

11C
Peter Bourner

BACS 9 June Tree Surgery
         

          1100.00

11D
Norfolk PTS

BACS 9 June Subscription



666.00

11E
Total Energies

BACS 9 June S/Lighting Supply 3/4     
          2313.04

11F
Total Energies

BACS 9 June PO Electric 3/4 


233.87

11G
Total Energies

BACS 9 June VH Electric 3/4 


227.07

11H
Brights


BACS 9 June VH Cleaning



379.01

11I
WN Surfacing

BACS 9 June TROD

       

        18240.00

11J 
Pat Wakefield

BACS 9 June St Marys Wall repairs     
          1137.34

11K
K & M Lighting

BACS 9 June S/Lighting – Maint June 
            534.25

Bank balances as at 30.5.2025.
Community Account   
                                             99,134.14 
Business Premium Account                                                                              0.00
Treasury Deposit                                                                                    225,000.00          
Total                                                                                                     £324,134.14
11. TO DISCUSS CONFIDENTIAL MATTERS IN RELATION TO THE SOUTH WOOTTON NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN: See attached.
There being no further business, Mr Scales closed the meeting at 8.05pm.
12. NEXT MEETING: 7.00pm on Tuesday, 8th July 2025, in the Parish Office Meeting Room, Church Lane, South Wootton.
8th July 2025                                                   

                Chairman
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