S O U T H  W O O T T O N  P A R I S H  C O U N C I L
Minutes of a Meeting held at 7pm on Tuesday, 8th July 2025 

In the Parish Office Meeting Room, Church Lane, South Wootton
1. TO RECORD THOSE PRESENT: Mr S Scales (Chairman), Mr P Bland (Vice Chairman), Mrs M Albinson, Mrs D Gotts, Mrs T Banks, Mr M Narborough, Mr S Wells, Mr D Goddard, Mr H Hofmeister, Mr T Porter, Mrs T Carney, Mr R Williamson, and Mrs M Kirby (Assistant Parish Clerk). 
Mr and Mrs W Border - NWPC & Wootton Park Association
APOLOGIES: Mr A Evans, Mrs T Cornwell (Parish Clerk), Borough Cllr Mr R Coates and Borough/County Cllr Mr S Ring
2. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING: – 10th June 2025, these were proposed as a correct record by Mr Narborough, seconded by Mr Hofmeister with one abstention, all other members were in favour, and they were signed by the Chairman. 
3.  DECLARATION OF INTERESTS: – Mrs Banks declared an Interest as she is an Allotment Tenant.
4.  QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC: Mr Scales welcomed Mr and Mrs Border to the meeting and asked if they had anything they wished to say.

Mr Border stated that they had simply come along to observe, however, commented that the Picnic on the Park event has been rescheduled to Saturday 19th July 2025.

He asked if a poster advertising the event could be placed on the Low Road fence, and this was agreed.

5. REPORTS FROM THE BOROUGH AND COUNTY COUNCILLORS: 

Borough/County Councillor Ring: No Report.

Borough Councillor Bland: Mr Bland said that things have been very busy since his retirement as Mayor and explained that he had recently met with the Leader of the Borough Council who has asked him to join the Cabinet with responsibilities for Parks and Gardens, Crematorium and Burials, Car Parking, CCTV, Public Conveniences and Transportation. 
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He said that this is a full role and explained that he is now catching up, with meetings organised with the Manager of the Crematorium and the person in charge of Parks and Gardens.

Local Government Reorganisation: Mr Bland spoke regarding the matter of Unitary Authorities and said that this is still on people’s minds, he stated that Mr Goddard wished to say a few words about this.

Mr Goddard stated that Unitary Authorities is an important issue and if we want to keep a local voice, the Parish Council and its residents need to give its support to the three-tier proposal being promoted by the Borough Council.  This proposal would see an enlarged authority based in Kings Lynn, one in Norwich and one in Great Yarmouth.
He added that he did not have much faith in the County Council and felt that they have little understanding of West Norfolk and felt that the Parish Council should send a letter to the Borough Council supporting their three-tier proposal.
He added that in addition to this, residents need to voice their own opinions which can be made using the following links https://www.futurenorfolk.com/have-your-say or Future Norfolk | Facebook .
After discussion, and with all members happy, Mr Goddard proposed that the Parish Council send a letter to the Borough Council giving its support to their three-tier proposals, this was seconded by Mr Hofmeister and unanimously agreed.
Mr Goddard added that our Borough Council Leader Councillor Alistair Beales, elected Councillors and Officers have all worked very hard to promote the three-tier Unitary option and reiterated that residents should all individually give their support to it.

Castle Rising Road Speed Limit: Mr Bland explained that the issue of speeding vehicles at Castle Rising Road had been talked about for a very long time, he stated that following discussions with Cllr Ring, it had been suggested that to help alleviate this, the Speed Limit at Castle Rising Road from it’s junction with Priory Lane, past the Golf Club and up towards Castle Rising should be reduced.
He added that Cllr Ring had suggested that South Wootton Parish Council may wish to consider contributing via its CIL Funds 50% of the £7,000.00 cost (£3,500.00) to implement this. 

Mr Narborough provided details of recent incidents at the location and explained that speeding is a regular occurrence and suggested that the speed limit should be reduced to 40mph.
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After lengthy discussion, Mr Narborough proposed that the Speed Limit at this location be reduced to 40mph, this was seconded by Mr Scales, with all members in favour.

Regarding the 50% share of the costs to implement the reduction in Speed Limit, Mr Scales proposed that the Parish Council contribute £3,500.00 towards the project, this was seconded by Mr Narborough with all members in favour.
Mr Goddard suggested that to improve safety at this location, the double white lines in the centre of the road should be refreshed.

Mr Bland stated that he would speak to Cllr Ring and find out additional information regarding the progress of the project and report back.
With no questions, Mr Scales thanked Mr Bland for his report.

Borough Councillor Coates: No Report
6. REPORTS FROM THE COMMITTEES:
Assets
Mr Narborough confirmed that no meeting had been held, however, he wished to mention one or two things.
Allotments – New rear fencing: This is still in hand, we are just awaiting a quote for the work.

Request for a Replacement Water Tank:  Mr Narborough explained that a request had been received from an Allotment Tenant to replace the small Water Tank situated on Plot 11B with a larger Tank. It was said that at busy periods, this runs low, and often people are queuing for water.
Mr Narborough said that he had visited the Allotments to look at the situation and had agreed that the Tank needs to be updated, in addition, he had contacted MKM Ltd to obtain a quote for a 6ft x 2ft deep galvanised Tank at a cost of £334.00 +VAT.

It was confirmed that sufficient funding is available in the Allotments Funds to purchase a replacement Water Tank 
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With all members happy, Mr Narborough proposed that the Parish Council purchases a replacement Water Tank from MKM Ltd at a cost of £334.00 +VAT, for siting at plot 11B, this was seconded by Mr Wells with all members in favour.
Mr Narborough stated that he would go ahead and place the order.
Manure / Wood Chippings Compound:  Mrs Banks reported that the Manure / Wood Chippings Compound has become overgrown with weeds, nettles and brambles and needs to be looked at.

It was suggested that if the area was weed killed and tidied and a membrane sheeting laid, this would alleviate the problem.

Mrs Kirby stated that she would make some investigations into the situation and provide a solution to the problem. 

All members were happy.

Pond Dredging:  Mr Narborough stated that work to dredge the Pond is scheduled to start next Monday 14th July, and will take approximately two weeks to complete.

(Clerk’s Note: Due to the low water / oxygen levels, this work has been postponed until September, the Bund will however, remain in place).
All members were happy with the situation.

With no questions, Mr Scales thanked Mr Narborough for his report.
Finance
Mr Scales confirmed that a meeting had been held on Thursday 3rd July, the minutes of which had been circulated to all members.

The First Quarter Year Accounts: Mr Scales confirmed that during the Finance Committee meeting members had looked at the finances for the first quarter and explained that whilst the total spend was over at £42,547.93 against a budget of £123,785.00, this includes several one-off items and items paid for using Parish Council CIL Funds. 

Mr Scales referred to the minutes and was pleased to report that after confirmation from the Borough Council’s CIL Team, future Lighting and Grass Maintenance costs can be paid for via the Parish Council’s CIL Funds, this is great news and will provide good savings in the future.
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With all members happy, Mr Hofmeister proposed that the Finances are a correct record of the first quarter accounts; this was seconded by Mr Narborough with all members in favour.

Mr Scales referred to the circulated Summary Sheet and explained that this had been prepared from the detailed Monitoring Sheets and showed the total spend to 30th June 2025.  With all members happy, Mr Hofmeister proposed that the Summary Sheet is accepted, this was seconded by Mrs Banks with all members in favour.

Bank Statements and Bank Reconciliation:  Mr Scales explained that in the absence of Mrs Cornwell the Bank Statements and Bank Reconciliation would be checked at the next meeting.

All members were happy. 
Planning  

Planning Reports:  Mr Bland explained that all members had been provided with copies of the recent Planning Reports with details of the various Applications and Decisions. It was said that Planning Applications continue to be dealt with by the Planning Committee via Email, unless a full meeting is called to allow members of the Public to attend, or a site visit is required.
Street Lighting at the Knight’s Hill Development: Mr Bland explained that the Parish Council had recently received correspondence from Norfolk County Council’s Street Lighting Technician to see whether or not Street Lighting will be required by the Parish Council at the Knight Hill Development site.

It was said that following a review of the highway safety requirements on this site, Norfolk County Council have confirmed that they do not require any street lighting on the estate. 

 

Members discussed the situation at length and acknowledged that the majority of the development sits in Castle Rising Parish and whilst members were generally happy to adopt any Street Lights that sit in South Wootton, felt that Castle Rising and all involved parties should be contacted. Mr Bland proposed that the Street Lighting Technician for Norfolk County Council be advised to write to Castle Rising Parish Council and all involved regarding the situation, this was seconded by Mr Narborough with all members in favour.
In addition, Mr Hofmeister proposed that the Parish Council supports, accepts and adopts Footway Lighting in areas of the development which sit in South Wootton, this was seconded by Mr Wells, with all members in favour.
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Proposed Toucan Crossing for Low Road:  Mr Bland spoke regarding the new Toucan Crossing Point to be installed on Wootton Road (Junction with Low Road/Grimston Road) and explained that after investigations with the Highway Designer at NCC, it has been confirmed that installation of a possible additional crossing point for people to cross the A148 / Low Road could not be installed at the same time.
It was confirmed that the new Wootton Road crossing is already going ahead, and the work is scheduled to take place during the summer holidays.

After enquiries made with Mr Steil, the Highway Designer at NCC Highways, It was explained that for an additional crossing to be installed on Low Road, it would need to be a staggered crossing, similar to the new Wootton Road crossing and would require the loss of one of the three southern lanes, with the northern footway also increased in width.
Members discussed with frustration, a number of Highways issues experienced lately, such as the length of time that Castle Rising Road will be closed for during the installation of the new Toucan Crossing and the confusion which has been caused by the recent diversion signs, and how dangerously they have been placed on the roads.

Comment was made that the purpose of the closure of Castle Rising Road is to enable the parking of various plant and vehicles for Health and Safety reasons while the works are undertaken, it was said that the road may not be closed for the full six weeks, it was explained that six weeks is the minimum window of time that can be applied for when closing a road.

(Clerk’s Note: The Highway Designer has confirmed that Castle Rising Road will be closed for the full six weeks to accommodate the Construction Programme, work is anticipated to be completed by 29th August 2025. The closure of Castle Rising Road will mean that there will be more space available to get additional gang members on site to carry out the work and with a three-way Traffic signal system rather than a four-way system, it will enable a faster programme with improved Traffic Management). 

Members felt however, that an explanation should be sought from Norfolk County Council regarding the confusing and dangerous diversion signs. 
Mr Scales asked members if they wished to pursue the possibility of an additional crossing point at Low Road.
With mixed opinions and Mr Wells concerned about the loss of one of the three southern lanes, Mr Goddard suggested that the matter be revisited once the new Wootton Road crossing has been installed over the summer.
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All members were happy.

With no questions or comments regarding Planning / Highways matters, Mr Scales thanked Mr Bland for his report.
Policy   

Mr Hofmeister confirmed that no meeting had been held since the last meeting. 

7.  REPORTS FROM OTHER COMMITTEES:

South Wootton Federation: - See attached Report. 
Wootton Park: – Mrs Gotts reported that the Picnic on The Park event has been rescheduled for Saturday 19th July, it is hoped that the weather will be good and that there will be a good turnout of people attending.
It was reported that the new Play Equipment and Gym Equipment has been installed at the northern end of the Park, the area is looking really good, and the equipment is being well used.

Work on the Pavilion is almost finished with a Grand Opening scheduled for Friday 18th July 2025 at 10.00am.
Finally, Mrs Gotts said that the “200 Club” is always looking for new members to join, anyone interested in joining should contact Mrs Cornwell at the Parish Office. There are now five prizes to be won per month, and all the profits go back into the Park.

With all members happy, Mr Scales thanked Mrs Gotts for her report.

South Wootton in Bloom: – Mrs Albinson informed members that following the postponement of the Picnic on the Park event, scheduled for 7th June 2025, it had been debated by the SWiB Team whether they should proceed with having a stall at the rescheduled event on 19th July, it was explained that following the postponement of the Picnic on the Park event, Mrs Albinson had successfully sold some of the plants originally destined for the stall at her home gateway making £188.00.

Mrs Albinson suggested that if anyone has any ideas about what can be done on the stall, could they please let her know, she added that it would be good to carry on and attend to keep South Wootton in Bloom in the public eye.

As usual additional volunteers are always needed.
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Finally, it was said that the judging of the Allotments has taken place and the winners have been notified.

With nothing more to add, Mr Scales thanked Mrs Albinson for her report.

8. CORRESPONDENCE: – As per circulated list.
9. ACCOUNTS: – Agreed, as per circulated list (As per the Financial Regulations, the Accounts List was checked and signed by Mr Scales).
Voucher
Payee



Chq

Reason



Amount

No




No
12
Anglian Water


108953
Allots 5/3-4/6

  
  89.93

13
Anglian Water


108954
PO 5/3-4/6

  
  75.22

14
Anglian Water


108955
VH 4/3-3/6

 
  86.47

14A
BMAC Garden Svs

BACS 25 June- Various Jobs


400.00

14B
ESPO



BACS 23 June- VH Gas May


  48.02

14C
SwiB



BACS 23 June – Grant


500.00

14D
ECS Computers

BACS 23 June – Domain renewal

  30.00

14E
4Way Electrical

BACS 23 June- PO Solar Pan Maint contract258.00

14F
4Way Electrical

BACS 23 June-VH Solar Pan Maint contract
258.00

14G
Total Energies


BACS 23 June-S/Lighting Supply – May       
881.66

14H
Total Energies


BACS 23 June-VH Electric – May

  72.39

14I
Total Energies


BACS 23 June-PO Electric – May

  44.83

14J
Able Engineering

BACS 23 June- Bus Shelter install
       13,429.80 

14K
Viking



BACS 23 June-Stationery/stamps

294.69

14L
A10 Pest Control

BACS 23 June-Pest Control


108.00

14M
Nurture


BACS 23 June-Grass Cutting

          2352.23

14N
HMRC



BACS
25 June- - Cont’b – June     
          1298.07

14O
Norfolk Pen Fund

BACS 25 June – Cont’b – June                     1613.75

14P
Prudential


BACS
25 June- AVC – TC – June

250.00

14Q
Mrs T Cornwell

BACS 25 June- Salary & Exps June)
14R
Mrs M Kirby


BACS 25 June- Salary)       
         
          3084.42

14S
S Wightman


BACS 25 June – Salary– June)      

14T
P Child



BACS 25 June – Salary)                               1748 53

14U
Peter Bourner


BACS 25 June-Tree Surgery

            550.00

14V
Office Wise


BACs 25 June- Pre-school tables/trolley     1810.06
  

Plus, Accounts received since circulated list: None
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Bank balances as at 30.6.2025.
Community Account   
                                             85,875.80 
Business Premium Account                                                                              0.00
Treasury Deposit                                                                                    180,000.00          
Total                                                                                                     £265,875.80
There being no further business, Mr Scales closed the meeting at 7.50pm.
10. NEXT MEETING: 7.00pm on Tuesday, 9th September 2025, in the Parish Office Meeting Room, Church Lane, South Wootton.
9th September 2025                                                   

                Chairman
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