S O U T H  W O O T T O N  P A R I S H  C O U N C I L

Minutes of an Assets Committee Meeting held at 7.00pm on 
Thursday 4th September 2025 in the Parish Office Meeting Room. 
1. Present:  Mr M Narborough (Chairman), Mr H Hofmeister, Mr D Goddard, Mrs D Gotts, Mrs T Banks, Mrs T Cornwell (Clerk) and Mrs M Kirby (Assistant Clerk). 
Apologies:  Mrs M Albinson, Mr S Scales and Mr R Williamson.
2.  To confirm the Minutes of the last Meeting held on 4th June 2025:  Mr Hofmeister proposed that the minutes were a correct record of the meeting; this was seconded by Mr Goddard, with one abstention, all other members were in favour, and they were signed by the Chairman.    
3. To record declarations of any Interests, personal or prejudicial: Mrs Banks declared an Interest as she is an Allotment Tenant.
4.  To receive questions from the Public:  None present 
5.  To discuss matters in relation to:

Allotments:  

Update:  Mr Narborough explained that he and Mrs Kirby had visited the Allotments on Tuesday morning to carry out an inspection. 
He stated that the Allotments were generally in a good condition, however, seven tenants had been written to requesting that they tidy their plots.

Mrs Kirby added that currently there are three vacant plots.

Mr Narborough was pleased to report that work on the fencing in the rear corner has started today, the concrete posts have been installed, and the fencing will be put up in the next few days. Comment was made that it will be good to see this job complete.

A replacement Water Tank for siting at Plot 11B has been ordered and delivered, this will be installed towards the end of September.

Mrs Banks spoke regarding the nettles which had accumulated at the Manure Compound again and said that these still need addressing.

Mrs Kirby stated that she has asked BMAC Garden Services to strim down the nettles, carefully weed spray the area and lay down some membrane weed suppressant sheeting, which will hopefully resolve the issue.

All members were happy.

Village Hall:  

Update Car Park Resurfacing:  Mr Narborough spoke regarding the resurfacing of the Village Hall Car Park and explained that this was scheduled to take place over the summer holidays, however, due to the selected contractors, Neville Godfrey being called to an urgent job elsewhere, they had struggled to get a team to us to carry out the work, and due to their workloads they felt it also unlikely that they would be able to do the work in the October holidays either.

Mrs Cornwell explained that she had spoken to the alternative contractors West Norfolk Surfacing who have indicated that whilst they offer a slightly different specification, they could possibly carry out the work over a weekend, causing limited disruption.

Mrs Cornwell explained that she had spoken to Mr Scales (Chairman), Mr Bland (Vice Chairman) and Mr Narborough who were all happy to proceed with West Norfolk Surfacing to get the job done.

With all members happy, it was said that the work will be carried out in due course once a mutually convenient date has been agreed.

(Clerk’s Note: Mrs Cornwell has sent an email to chase a date for the works to take place).
The Green and Open Spaces:

Pond Dredging Update (CIL Funds):  Mr Narborough stated that work to dredge the Pond should have taken place during June however, due to the significant drop in Water levels and the lack of oxygen causing the fish to suffer, the work was instantly halted.

It was said that sadly over the summer months, with little rain the Pond has started drying up and it has become in a very sad state with some of the ducks dying.

Mrs Cornwell explained that some of the deceased birds have been collected by the Governments Dead Bird team to try and ascertain the reason why they have died.

It had been suggested that the cause could be as a result of Blue-Green Algae in the Pond, Bird Flu or possible poisoning.

Results from the tests have been chased up and are still awaited.

Members felt that now may be a good time to speak to the Contractors and request that they start the dredging work.

Mrs Cornwell stated that she would contact them on Monday. 
Mrs Banks asked if there was anyway the Pond could be refilled with Water.

It was said that the Pond naturally refills from surface water which runs into it from The Green and from the road.

Mrs Cornwell confirmed that when the project goes ahead it will qualify for Parish Council CIL funding.

(Clerk’s Note: Mrs Cornwell contacted ADC Ltd on 8/9/2025 to see if the Pond Dredging could be done while the Pond is dry. Mrs Cornwell was informed that the only way this could be done is with a digger, and they do not have a digger big enough to stretch the width of the Pond. The Pond needs the water to allow the silt pusher to bring the silt to the sides so it can then be removed by the digger).

Bus Shelters – (CIL Funds) Outside Acadia House, Grimston Road:  Mrs Cornwell spoke regarding the new Bus Shelters and wondered if an additional shelter could be placed outside Acadia House on Grimston Road.

It was said that this is possibly the only Bus Stop within the Parish that does not have a Shelter where there is adequate room to site one.

Members discussed the suggestion, and thought it was a good idea, it was acknowledged that the Bus Stop at this location is well used and may encourage Bus use.

Mrs Cornwell added that she would still have to carry out the usual consultations and gain the relevant permissions etc and added that the Bus Shelter would qualify for Parish Council CIL Funding.
With all members happy, Mrs Banks proposed in principal that the Parish Council installs a Bus Shelter at the Bus Stop outside Acadia House, Grimston Road, this was seconded by Mrs Gotts with all members in favour.
Litter Bins at new Bus Shelters (CIL):  Mrs Cornwell explained that following the installation of the four new Bus Shelters, it had become apparent that Litter Bins were required.
It was said that at the Bus Shelter outside the Medical Practice on Edward Benefer Way, someone has installed a makeshift Litter Bin using a Food Caddy.

Comment was made that installation of new Litter Bins would come with a slight additional cost as Mr Wightman would have to add these on to his usual round.

After discussion, Members felt that the Litter Bins were a good idea, Mr Hofmeister proposed that the Parish Council purchases four new Litter Bins for siting at each of the new Bus Shelters, this was seconded by Mr Goddard with all members in favour.

It was confirmed that the cost of the new Litter Bins could be paid for via Parish Council CIL funding.

Dog Waste Bins within the Lavender Fields Development: Mrs Cornwell explained that a lady had contacted the Parish Office to request that a Dog Waste Bin be sited within the Lavender Fields Development.

It was said that there are none within the development with the closest being next to The Mast on Nursery Lane and near to St Mary’s Church in Church Lane.

After discussion, it was felt that installation of a Dog Waste Bin within the Lavender Fields development would be a good idea, although a suitable location would need to be decided upon.
With all members happy, Mr Goddard proposed that the Parish Council purchases a Dog Waste Bin for siting within the Lavender Fields Development, this was seconded by Mr Narborough with all members in favour.

It was confirmed that the cost of the Dog Waste Bin could be paid for via Parish Council CIL funding.

Cemetery:  
St Mary’s Church Wall Repairs - Update:  Mr Narborough confirmed that work is continuing to take place on the renovation of the Church Wall and things are looking good.
Mrs Cornwell confirmed that the cost of the work is being paid for via Parish Council CIL funds.
It was said that the small gate which opens onto the Cycle path has been replaced and has received a lot of favourable comments from residents. 

All members were happy.

Proposal for a Pergola / Gazebo in Cemetery:  Mr Narborough spoke regarding the siting of a possible Pergola / Gazebo in the Cemetery and stated that he had raised this issue too hastily six months ago, with little information and it had subsequently been taken no further.

He explained that over the past six months he had made several enquiries and had spoken to several Cemetery visitors who had felt that a Pergola / Gazebo would be a very nice welcome addition.

Mr Narborough stated that he had visited Crane Garden Buildings to look at what types are available and circulated some images of possible options.

He suggested that a possible cost would be in the region of £10,000 to £13,000.
Members looked at the circulated images and agreed that a cream painted hexagonal Gazebo would look very nice in the Cemetery setting and would provide a nice area for people to sit when visiting.

It was also felt that in inclement weather, it may also provide sufficient shelter for small services and for families to meet.

Comment was made that the Gazebo could be an attractive location for youths to gather, however, it was felt that with our improved CCTV System, this would hopefully prove to be an effective deterrent. It was also said that the Parish Council shouldn’t not do things because maybe someone may spoil it.

Mrs Banks stated that she is very much in favour of the idea and said that she would have supported the project last time, she said that she likes to see decorative things in Graveyards rather than them being just plain and laid to lawn.
Comment was made that the Gazebo would need maintenance to protect it from the weather and to keep it looking nice. It was also suggested that a composite slate roof would be better than wooden shingle tiles.

Mr Narborough stated that three small benches could be installed for seating and explained that if we wished to proceed it would come constructed in sections ready for installation.

Members were happy with the idea and felt that a Gazebo would enhance the Cemetery, Mrs Banks proposed in Principal that the Parish Council purchases a Pergola / Gazebo for siting in the Cemetery, this was seconded by Mr Hofmeister with all members in favour.
Mr Goddard added that a ramped access would be required to allow disabled visitors easy access.

Mrs Banks said that she liked the additional railings illustrated in the images.

Members were happy for Mrs Cornwell to produce a specification in order to obtain three “like for like” quotes; it was said that a Concrete base would also be required. 

Mrs Cornwell confirmed that the cost of the Project could be paid for via Parish Council CIL funds.
Members thanked Mr Narborough for the work he had put in to bring the project forward.

Mrs Cornwell reiterated from the last meeting that care must be taken regarding the use of personal emails.

She explained that the Parish Council must have an independent email address, and correspondence must come through this email address for the purposes of GDPR and FOI. She explained that Parish Councillors must not go out to contractors for quotes using their own private email addresses, as in the event of a Freedom of Information Request, information will be needed from Personal Email Accounts (It is always best practice for the Clerk / Assistant Clerk to obtain Quotes/Tenders). 
Mrs Cornwell explained that if information is obtained by Parish Councillors all information needs to be sent to the Parish Council’s email address info@southwoottonpc.co.uk and not to private personal email addresses.

All members acknowledged that they understood.
CIL:  

Possible CIL Suggestions:  Mr Hofmeister spoke regarding the Kissing Gate at Low Road and explained that the concrete surface has broken up and needs levelling as it has become a trip hazard.

Mrs Cornwell stated that she would look at the issue and the work could be simply carried out under maintenance.

Replacement of Lighting Columns: Mrs Cornwell explained that no new CIL Suggestions had been received, she added that the Replacement of the Lighting Columns within the Parish is ongoing with work already started in the Avon Road area (Including Avon Road, Rushmead Close, Ebble Close, Bourne Close, Briar Close and Hazel Close). 
It was said that our Lighting Contractors have already installed the new Lighting Columns, and UK Power Network just need to come and connect them up.

Mrs Cornwell explained that this had proven to be a lengthy process however, she would chase this up.
(Clerk’s Note: Our Lighting Contractor is meeting with UK Power Networks on 15th September – 19th September 2025 to complete the work.
All members were happy.
Wootton Park:   
Update:  Mrs Gotts explained that no meeting had been held, however, stated that following postponement of the Picnic on the Park Event due to poor weather it had been rescheduled for Saturday 19th July 2025 and had been a reasonable Event.

Work on the Pavillion is close to finished and has made a lovely space for the Football Club and other Community Groups to use. The Pavillion has opened over the Summer holidays on Tuesdays and Fridays and opens on a Saturday morning from 9am serving various food items and teas and coffees with anyone welcome to visit and support it.

The new Play Equipment and Gym Equipment has been installed at the northern end of the Park, the area is looking really good, with additional benches and the equipment has proven popular and is being well used.

Mr Hofmeister added that a lot of improvements have been made at Wootton Park and things are looking very positive.

Finally, Mrs Gotts added that the “200 Club” is still looking for more members should anyone wish to join.

SWiB:  
Update:  Mrs Banks stated that no meeting had been held, however, was pleased to provide feedback from the Anglia in Bloom Awards Ceremony that had been held earlier in the day.

She explained that this year South Wootton had just entered the virtual categories Churchyard (St Mary’s), and Parks (The Green and Wootton Park).

She was pleased to say that St Mary’s Churchyard had won the Churchyard category, and a lovely wooden trophy had been awarded which will be nice to welcome the new vicar.

Whilst there had been hopes of winning the Parks category with Wootton Park as it had so many extra things going in its favour this year, it was up against a lot of competition and both Wootton Park and The Green have won Gold Awards, which is a great achievement.   
Mrs Banks stated that the next meeting will be held in two weeks’ time, when it is hoped that some North Wootton residents may come along and wish to be included in a re-structure to form The Wootton’s in Bloom.

Mrs Cornwell and members of the Parish Council wished to give thanks to Mrs Karin Price and to Mr and Mrs Mills for all of their hard work and dedication.

There being no other business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 7.55pm.

6. Next meeting: To be held on Wednesday 3rd December 2025 at 7pm.
3rd December 2025   





                Chairman                                                                                                          
