S O U T H  W O O T T O N  P A R I S H  C O U N C I L
Minutes of a Meeting held at 7pm on Tuesday, 14th October 2025 

In the Parish Office Meeting Room, Church Lane, South Wootton
Fire Evacuation Procedure: Mrs Cornwell explained that in the event of a fire, everyone must leave the building immediately via the main Meeting Room entrance door as indicated. Alternative exits can be found through the Parish Office and at the rear of the Kitchen.

Mobile Phones:  Mrs Cornwell reminded everyone present that Mobile Phones should be switched off or onto silent during Meetings, Mr Scales added that talking generally between yourselves is not acceptable during meetings as it can be off putting when people are trying to speak.
1. TO RECORD THOSE PRESENT: Mr S Scales (Chairman), Mr P Bland (Vice Chairman), Mrs D Gotts, Mrs T Carney, Mr M Narborough, Mr S Wells, Mr D Goddard, Mr H Hofmeister, Mr T Porter, Mr R Williamson, Mrs T Cornwell (Parish Clerk), and Mrs M Kirby (Assistant Parish Clerk). 
Mr and Mrs W Border – Wootton Park Association / NWPC
APOLOGIES: Mrs M Albinson, Mr A Evans, Mrs T Banks, Borough/County Cllr Mr S Ring and Borough Cllr Mr R Coates
2. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING: – 9th September 2025, these were proposed as a correct record by Mr Hofmeister, seconded by Mr Narborough with all members in favour, they were signed by the Chairman. 
3.  DECLARATION OF INTERESTS: – None.
4.  QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC: Mr Scales welcomed Mr and Mrs Border to the meeting and asked if they had anything they wished to say.

Mr Border stated that they had simply come along to observe. 
Presentation from Mr David Goddard re Proposed Development of Land: Mr Goddard introduced himself to those present and explained that whilst he is a Parish Councillor, tonight, he wished to declare an interest in the subject and would therefore be addressing the Parish Council as a member of the public living in South Wootton.  
He went on to explain that his company has a holding of land on Grimston Road and is looking to, at some future stage, alter the use of part of this land for which planning will be required. 
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He explained that the first occasion most people see a planning proposal is when the planning application is presented for a decision.  Sensitive planning is therefore often imposed on people rather than engaging in early consultation with those likely to be affected.  Local discussion often arrives too late to have any useful input and achieve the best outcome.
He added that Knights Hill is a classic example, when looking back to 2015 the whole process could have been made much smoother and with far less controversy.

He explained that the Grimston Road holding is a sensitive site consisting of very poor farmland.  Land that is no longer viable to crop and they need to look for alternative ways of creating an income whilst achieving the best outcome for local people and indeed West Norfolk. It is possible to enhance the landscape, improve the biodiversity and add a valuable facility to the area whilst achieving an income.

Mr Goddard explained that the proposals must be needs based and that is why at this early stage he wanted to outline his thoughts which are still evolving. 

Mr Goddard said that he is not asking or expect members to comment, support, approve or disapprove as there will be time for this following further consultation and a full application. However, he would welcome Parish or Parishioners thoughts on potential needs for this area.  This early discussion is to enquire what people think the area is missing and needs.  Final uses are subject to planning approval and meeting the Neighbourhood plan objectives. 

Mr Goddard explained that in 1968 the land and the Woodland North of Grimston Road was deemed an area of outstanding natural beauty (AONB) this is quite rightly more restrictive when it comes to planning.  However, this does not preclude all development.  Since 1968 the area has changed beyond recognition and with more homes and added demands coming it is a great time for an evaluation to meet the needs of a growing population.

Mr Goddard explained that he has had lengthy conversations and advice from The Norfolk Coast partnership who manage the AONB and Ed Stocker Advisor - Farming in Protected Landscapes (FiPL) Programme.

They understand and appreciate our need on poor land to diversify and are happy to advise us. They also recognise the need to reduce pressure on the Norfolk Coast tourist hot spots.  As such they welcome subject to planning, well designed schemes that bring leisure and tourism in land, promote healthy living and benefit the local economy and employment. 
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With these factors in mind and the needs of a growing population we list a few of the services we consider could both benefit local families and improve the environment.  We would be looking at a small scale roll out to test the market before further expansion into later phases is considered.

Phase 1

Dog exercising paddocks. 

Two areas set up for hire for 1-hour slots.  These can be used for owners to give their dog/s freedom to run and play or for dog training classes.  These would only operate in daylight hours avoiding the need for lighting, to avoid light pollution. Requirements: Safety fencing 1.8m high to blend in with the landscape and secure off-road parking for visitor and dogs. 

Phase 2

Trial for 2 or 3 Shepperd's Huts to provide leisure accommodation for those wishing to visit the area and reside in a rural landscape.  These Huts are made on a chassis and wheels and have the advantage of being movable they are not permanent fixed structures.

Phase 3

Considering various sports Activities, Paddle tennis courts.

Bowls.

Pétanque.  The number of Pétanque courts at Knights Hill are insufficient to meet demand and to hold league matches.

A specialist golf driving range, and academy learning facilities - there is nothing of this calibre within a 45-mile radius.

Mr Goddard thanked members for allowing him to speak and said that he would welcome any comments or questions.
· Mr Narborough stated that the area of land is massive and asked if there would be plans for any housing in the future.

Mr Goddard stated that after discussions with Planners and AONB members, they would not like to see houses on the site, however, possibly in years to come and with possible pressures for new homes this may change but would be unlikely. 
· Mr Narborough stated that the A148 is the main road into the docks and asked where the entrance to the site would be.

Mr Goddard stated that they would employ the services of an Independent Highways expert and take their advice, however, it is anticipated that traffic entering the site would be very low and would cause very little impact.
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· Mr Bland asked if there was a possible access to the site from Castle Rising Road.

Mr Goddard stated that there could possibly be an option to access the site from Castle Rising Road, however, this would be a fairly large investment and what is proposed would not warrant that.
With no further questions, Mr Scales thanked Mr Goddard for his presentation and suggested that if members had any other questions, they could email Mr Goddard directly.

5. REPORTS FROM THE BOROUGH AND COUNTY COUNCILLORS: 

Borough/County Councillor Ring: No Report.

Borough Councillor Bland: Mr Bland spoke regarding the matter of Unitary Authorities and stated that the Borough Council has now submitted its Business Case for its three-tier proposal.
He added that an acknowledgement of receipt has been received, and the Government will now look at this, ask any questions and a decision should be expected in March/April 2026. 
Mr Bland explained that as portfolio holder for Car Parks, he had been very busy lately with emails regarding issues and complaints about Car Parking charges and challenges.

Electrification of vehicles for the Grounds Maintenance Team is also being investigated. It was said that this works well for short range journeys and vehicles which only travel within the town but is more problematic for vehicles that travel further afield.

Mr Bland spoke regarding the Borough Council’s 525 Allotments and said that consideration is being given to restarting the Allotments Competition which was halted during the Covid Pandemic.  It was explained that the trophies have all been located and further investigations into taking this forward and restarting this are being made.
Mr Narborough asked for an update regarding the reported lack of burial space within the Borough.

Mr Bland stated that this matter was being taken to the Environment and Community Panel, and a report will be made in due course.

With no other questions, Mr Scales thanked Mr Bland for his report.
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Borough Councillor Coates: No Report
6. REPORTS FROM THE COMMITTEES:
Assets
Mr Narborough confirmed that no meeting had been held since the last meeting, however, he wished to mention one or two things. 
Allotments – New rear fencing: Mr Narborough reported that the contractor has been given the go ahead to complete the fencing and he has added this to his list of jobs.

He added that the Allotment Water Supply will be turned off for the winter months on 1st November, he will also look to install the replacement Water Tank for Plot 11B in the next few months.

Village Hall - Car Park Resurfacing:  Mr Narborough confirmed that the re-surfacing works have been scheduled in for the October half term holidays, with work commencing on 29th October.

The Green and Open Spaces - Pond Dredging Update:  Mr Narborough stated that work to dredge the Pond is still in hand and will take place once the Water levels start to rise.
Mrs Cornwell was pleased to report that following the recent Avian Flu outbreak, some of the birds have started to return to the Pond, and that there had been no more deceased birds found.

Proposed New Bus Shelter Outside Acadia House, Grimston Road:  Mr Narborough spoke regarding the proposal to install an additional Bus Shelter outside Acadia House on Grimston Road and informed members that whilst Norfolk County Council have indicated that they have no issues with the proposal, two residents have complained about the idea, stating that a Bus Shelter would obstruct their view when egressing from their properties.

After brief discussion, members agreed that the matter should be discussed again at the next Assets Committee meeting to be held in December.
It was confirmed that if at that time the Parish Council still wishes to proceed, Mrs Cornwell would go ahead and apply for the appropriate licence.

With no questions, Mr Scales thanked Mr Narborough for his report.
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Finance
Mr Scales confirmed that a meeting had been held on Thursday 9th October 2025, the minutes of which had been circulated to all members.
To discuss the half-year accounts: Mr Scales referred to the circulated minutes and went through these section by section, highlighting various items.  He explained that the figure in the spend column should be approximately half of the Budget and confirmed that the total spend for the first half year was slightly over at £65,553.73 against a budget of £123,785.00, however, this includes several one-off items such as Insurances and Subscriptions and items paid for using Parish Council CIL Funds. 
With no questions and all members happy, Mr Scales proposed that the Finances are a correct record of the half year accounts; this was seconded by Mr Narborough with all members in favour.
To Approve the Following Policies:
Duties of the Responsible Financial Officer
Annual Review of the Effectiveness of Internal Control

Annual Review of the Effectiveness of Internal Audit

Mr Scales referred members to the Minutes and stated that Finance Committee members had reviewed each of the above three Policies and confirmed that there had only been one minor amendment to the Annual Review of the Effectiveness of Internal Control. Under the Financial Management heading it now states that two Councillors out of the four named signatories and the Clerk/Assistant Clerk must sign.

With all members happy, Mr Hofmeister proposed that the Parish Council approve the Duties of the Responsible Financial Officer, the Annual Review of the Effectiveness of Internal Control and the Annual Review of the Effectiveness of Internal Audit, this was seconded by Mr Wells with all members in favour.
External Audit: Mrs Cornwell said that the External Audit is now complete. The Auditor has mentioned one item under the Limited Assurance Opinion which is the income and expenditure basis must be used to prepare its accounts for the third and subsequent years that the income and expenditure exceeds £200k.

Mrs Cornwell will make sure the 2024/2025 figures are restated in the prior year comparatives when completing next year’s AGAR.
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Appointment of Internal Auditor:  Mrs Cornwell said that the Parish Council needs to look at appointing an Internal Auditor for the 2025/2026 accounts and asked if they were happy for Mrs Liz Manning, to carry out the role once again.

With all members happy, Mr Bland proposed that Mrs Liz Manning, once again, be asked to carry out the role of Parish Council Internal Auditor, this was seconded by Mr Williamson with all members in favour.
Bank Statements and Bank Reconciliation:  Mrs Cornwell reminded members that it is necessary/good practice to have the Bank Statements and Bank Reconciliation checked and initialled at the monthly Parish Council Meetings where all Parish Councillors were present.
Mr Scales and Mr Bland looked at the Bank Statements for September 2025, the Bank Balance, the total of Unpresented Cheques and the Balance of the Current Account and Treasury Deposit Account.  These amounts altogether corresponded with amounts in the Cashbook.

Once Mr Scales was happy that everything balanced, he and Mr Bland signed the Bank Statements.

Mr Scales also signed the Accounts sheet for the minutes folder.

All members were happy. 
Planning  

Planning Reports:  Mr Bland explained that all members had been provided with copies of the recent Planning Reports with details of the various Applications and Decisions. It was said that Planning Applications continue to be dealt with by the Planning Committee via Email, unless a full meeting is called to allow members of the Public to attend, or a site visit is required.
25/00792/F
Variation of condition 6 attached to planning permission 16/02231/OM and variation of conditions 1, 23 and 25 of planning permission 22/01310/RMM: Residential development of the land to provide up to 600 dwellings, incorporating affordable housing, together with a local centre for uses A1, A2, A3 and/or A5 (600m2) with the total quantum of A1 net sales area not to exceed 279m2 in the alternative, D2 community floorspace (up to 500m2), open space, formal sport pitches, a car park to serve Reffley Wood and associated development to include substations, drainage features, roads, cycle and pedestrian paths and other such works.

Land West of Knights Hill Village, Grimston Road, South Wootton.
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Mr Bland explained that members of the Planning Committee had attended two meetings this week with members of the Knights Hill Development.

He explained that the first was an online Teams Meeting to discuss the above application.

He referred members to the circulated correspondence received from Mr John Mason at Carter Jonas who following the meeting, had kindly provided an outline of the proposed Variation of Condition 6 and explained that principally the application seeks to update and replace all previous amendments; make further revisions to the Highway’s layout; and add a Pumping Station to the west of the site.
Mr Hofmeister enquired about the Pumping Station and asked who would install it and maintain it in the future.

Mr Bland said that the developers would install it, and its future maintenance would be carried out by Anglian Water who would take over its ownership.

Mrs Cornwell asked members if following perusal of the circulated information, they would like to support the application.

With all members happy, Mr Scales proposed that the Parish Council give its Support to the Application, this was seconded by Mr Hofmeister with all members in favour.
Mr Bland stated that the second meeting had been a face-to-face meeting held earlier in the day, he explained that several people had attended, however, representatives from the County Council had not been present.

Mr Bland explained that during the meeting the issue of Street Lighting at the Knights Hill Development had been raised. It was acknowledged that Castle Rising is the largest area with the majority of proposed dwellings and explained that both South Wootton and the unparished Borough Council area would follow their lead on the matter.

Mrs Cornwell explained that she had spoken with Castle Rising Parish Council to explain the situation with the Street Lighting and said that the developer would fund the installation of the Street Lighting and once the development is taken over by the respective Councils, the ongoing maintenance would then fall to them.
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Mr Bland added that there is some urgency in deciding whether Street Lighting is required at the site, as the developers would like to make up the development’s sales brochures, and within these, they need to state whether Street Lighting will be a feature of the Development.
Mr Bland stated that during the meeting he had also enquired regarding the installation of footpaths along Grimston Road, and it was confirmed that these have got to be installed before occupation of the first property. 

Mrs Cornwell stated that the Developers had also indicated that the footpaths would run up and down Grimston Road, Mr Bland thought that they would be installed on both sides of the road.

Mr Goddard explained that there are still concerns regarding Public Transport provision, he added that he had spoken to Mr Ben Colson, an expert in this field who is going to kindly provide us with a report of what the Parish Council should be pushing for.

Mr Bland stated that during the meeting, discussions regarding the Bus Stop and the Bus Layby had also taken place and added that another safety inspection of the site will be due.

Persimmon Development Site:  Mr Wells spoke regarding the Persimmon Development site and explained that the gate within the fencing surrounding the attenuation basins is often unlocked and swinging open, he felt that this is a potential safety issue and that the gate should be locked shut to avoid children entering the area and accessing the water.
Mrs Cornwell thanked Mr Wells for highlighting the issue and stated that she would inform the Site Foreman of the issue.

(Clerk’s Note: Mrs Cornwell contacted Mr Nobbs the Site Foreman about the issue, and he will speak to Persimmon Homes and get a padlock installed onto the gate. He did point out however, that the fencing is only 2ft tall around the area and that is all that is required and standard practice).
With no other questions or comments regarding Planning / Highways matters, Mr Scales thanked Mr Bland for his report.
Policy   

Mr Hofmeister confirmed that no meeting had been held since the last meeting, the next Meeting is scheduled for November 2025.
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7.  REPORTS FROM OTHER COMMITTEES:

South Wootton Federation: - Mr Scales explained that it is still early days in the school year, but things are running smoothly. The three new members of staff have settled in well, as have the new children in reception and the Year 3 pupils who have moved up into the Junior school.
Last year’s attendance was 95.7% at both schools and it sits around 96% for the first three week this year. The school is focusing on lateness in the attempt to stop it becoming an issue later in the year.

The Governing board has had its first meeting this year where we set out our objectives for the year and our vision which should appear on our website very soon. Governors agreed on the subjects for which they would act as Governor leads for and will soon meet with the teacher subject leads.

Last week saw the first parent evenings at the Junior school and this week there are two open days at the Infants school.
After school clubs have started in both sports and music. Trips have been booked and both schools shall attend the Church for our Christmas services.

Wootton Park: – Mrs Gotts stated that she had no report this time, however, explained that the “200 Club” is always looking for new members to join, anyone interested in joining should contact Mrs Cornwell at the Parish Office. There are now five prizes to be won per month, and all the profits go back into the Park.
With no questions and all members happy, Mr Scales thanked Mrs Gotts for her short report.

Mrs Cornwell spoke briefly regarding the use of the Pavilion and explained that one or two complaints had been received.

Mr Border added that the issue would be raised at the next Wootton Park Association meeting, and a report would be given next time. 

South Wootton in Bloom: – See attached Minutes. 
Mr Narborough spoke regarding the Conservation and Environment Heading regarding Trees and noted that members of the SWiB Committee had felt it best to wait until February / March to plant new trees on The Green.
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He commented that just recently some damaged trees had been cleared from the Low Road end of The Green and added that the area was looking nice, he added that any requests to plant additional trees should in the first instance be discussed and agreed by the Parish Council.
All members were happy.

8. CORRESPONDENCE: – As per circulated list, plus:

BCKLWN

Sports Facilities & Playing Pitch Reviews 

Info
NCC


Western Link Update




   “

TRO


Temporary Road Closure – Manor Rd, N Wootton
   “




20th – 24th October 2025

David Goddard
West Norfolk Volunteer Fair 22/10/2025 10am – 4pm
   “
9. ACCOUNTS: – Agreed, as per circulated list (As per the Financial Regulations, the Accounts List was checked and signed by Mr Scales).
Voucher
Payee



Chq

Reason



Amount

No




No
22
PPG Arch Coat

108963
Paint VH


153.00

23
Imperative Train

108964
Defib service x 2

324.00

23A
Peter Bourner


BACS 23 Sept-Tree Surgery

          1500.00

23B
K & M Lighting


BACS 23 Sept-Avon Road S/Lighting          4392.31

23C
Viking



BACS 23 Sept-Stationery


  37.12

23D
ECS Computers

BACS 23 Sept-Adaptor/Windows 11

124.00

23E
PKF Littlejohn


BACS 23 Sept-External Audit
        
          1260.00

23F
ESPO



BACS 23 Sept-VH Gas Aug

              49.22

23G
Anglian Water


BACS 23 Sept-VH 4/6-3/9


223.14

23H
Anglian Water


BACS 23Sept-Allots 5/6-4/9

            100.16

23I
Anglian Water 

BACS 23 Sept-PO 5/6-4/9


  67.58

23J
TotalEnergies


BACS 23 Sept-VH Electric Aug

  68.92

23K
TotalEnergies


BACS 23 Sept-PO Electric Aug

  62.97

23L
TotalEnergies


BACS 23 Sept-S/Lighting Aug
          1095.30

23M
A10 Pest Control

BACS 23 Sept-Pest Control

            108.00

23N
HMRC



BACS
23 Sept- - Cont’b – Sept                   1384.11

23O
Norfolk Pen Fund

BACS 23 Sept - Cont’b - Sept                      1672.46

23P
Prudential


BACS
23 Sept- AVC – TC - September
250.00

23Q
Mrs T Cornwell

BACS 23 Sept- Salary & Exps Sept)
23R
Mrs M Kirby


BACS 23 Sept- Salary 
)         
          3159.68

23S
S Wightman


BACS 23 Sept - Salary– Sept)      

23T
P Child



BACS 23 Sept - Salary)                               1744.96

23U
RJ McIntyre


BACS 23 Sept- Various Jobs
                        270.00


23V
BT



D/D 15 Sept – PO Tele Bundle

  64.32

23W
BT



D/D 15 Sept – VH Wi-Fi


  44.68

23X
Barclays


D/D 5 Sept – A/C Chgs


  26.07
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Plus, Accounts received since circulated list: 
24
A Foreman


108965
Allots/VH/O/S
          
          1115.00

24A
Brights



BACS 13 Oct- VH Cleaning

            379.01

24B
ECS Computers

BACS 13 Oct- Monthly Services
            265.68

24C
MKM



BACS 13 Oct- Water Trough Parts
            110.40

24D
S & P Wakefield

BACS 13 Oct- St Marys Wall Repairs          3967.36

24E
Peter Bourner


BACS 13 Oct- Tree Surgery

            500.00

24F
K & M Lighting


BACS 13 Oct – Maint/New Lighting
          1752.33

24G
Clear Councils


BACS 13 Oct – Cyber Insurance
            410.25

24H
UK Power


BACS 13 Oct- Traffic Lights Avon Rd          1826.40

24I
UK Power


BACS 13 Oct – Traffic Lights Rushmead Cl1790.40

24J
TotalEnergies


BACS 13 Oct – S/Lighting Supply 
          1078.24

24K
TotalEnergies


BACS 13 Oct – PO Electric

              68.51  
24L
TotalEnergies


BACS 13 Oct – VH Electric

              55.10

Mr Narborough commented regarding the two payments to UK Power Networks for the Traffic Lights at Avon Road and Rushmead Close and felt that these were very expensive and unnecessary.

Whilst members agreed that nothing could be done about the cost, they were still unhappy about the additional charge.

Bank balances as at 30.9.2025.
Community Account   
                                             80,245.60 
Business Premium Account                                                                              0.00
Treasury Deposit                                                                                    205,000.00          
Total                                                                                                     £285,245.60
There being no further business, Mr Scales closed the meeting at 8.05pm.
10. NEXT MEETING: 7.00pm on Tuesday, 11th November 2025, in the Parish Office Meeting Room, Church Lane, South Wootton.
11th November 2025                                                   

                Chairman
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